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RICARDO,

TIIE OUTLAW.

CHAP. XVIL.

DurinNg the journey, which took up near
four days, the Baron never uttercd a syllable
tv Angela; every evening on their warrival
at the place, where they intended to remain
for the night, she retired to her apartment,
accompanicd by her faithful Janet, and saw
no more of her father until ready to depart
the next. morning.
.

When they entered Losraine, Angela

perceived they were not procecding towards

YOL. 11, ‘s
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the Baron’s residence at Mctz; she dared
not ask whither they were going, but was
lost in conjecture ; she had derived one con-
solation from her distress, which was, that
she should soon be clasped to the matcrnal
bosom of the Baroness Fitzormond ; this dear
hope she bad cherished, with anxious soli-
citude, all the journey; but it speedily va-
nished, when she found they quitted the
great road, and struck into the midst of a
forest; after travelling some way, they at
length reached asmall house, surrounded by
acluster of trees,and so completely hid from
the vi¢w, that it was not discernable until
close to it; on the door being opened, a ve-
nerable old woman came out, accompanied
by a man of no prepessessing appearance ;
-she was conducted into a ncat parlour, Janet,
with trembling step, followed, and Fitzor-
mond remdined at the door in earnest cap-
versation with the man; in a short time he
entered the room ; and then addressing him-
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self to Angela, desired her to prepare to be- .
come the wife of Steinbergh in a week ; this
cruel mandate almost deprived her of utter-
ance, she, for a moment, appearel transfixed
to the spot, but at length in an agony of
grief, with clasped hands, and strcaming
eyes, fell at the feet of her father, and en-
treated him to alter his resolution; let me
beseech you, my Lord, she said, rather to
strike a poniard in my breast, and end my
miseries, at once, than thus to doom me to
perpetual wretchedness, by forcing me to
make false vows to one I hate; let not your
daughter have the dreadful sin of berjury to
answer for; oh! do notthus draw down the
vengeance of Heaven upon her head ; An-
gela thought she now saw some symptoms
of relenting in the countefiance of the Baron,
she therefore resumed her cntreaties, with,
if possible, more energy ; let me conjure you,
she continued, by all the affection, that you
once bore me; by all that endearing fond-
B2
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ness which you shew me in my infancy; by
the love which you professed for the part-
ner of your bosom, my dearest mother; by
the revered name of father, not to persist in
forcing me to the altar, with one, who is an
object of dread, and horror to me; who su-
borned a villain, to tear me from the hospi-
table roof that gave me shelter, when a
wanderer, and an out-cast from my native
home; and very near rendered you childlesz,
by bringing me to an untimely grave; one,
who, likc a midnight assassin, came by stealth
into my chamber, and but for the interposing
hand of frovidcnce, I had now been in his
power ; is this the man, my Lord, you have
sought out as a husband for your danghter?
is this the man for whom you would wish her
to abuse the most sacred rites, and in the
presence of an offended Deity swear love,
and obedience, where she can only feel de-
testation ? oh! l¢t me again implore you not
to subject your once loved child to such a
trial.
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During this specch, various contending
cmotions agitated the breast of the Baron.
aud at gne time the working of parental af-
fection appeared tobe triumphant ; but when
he considerced his dilapidated estates, and
that a part of the immense fortunc of Sicin-
bergh was to be devoted, on the union tak-
ing place, to repair, and free them from every
encumbrance ; the ebullitions of naturewere
succeeded by those of anger, and after ex-
claiming, “peace, disobedient girl, my reso-
lution is fixed, and unalterable ; comply with
my commands, or dread my vengeance!” he

rushed from the room, in a poroxism of rage.

Angela still knecling at the feet of the
Baron, endeavoured to detaim him, by holdt-
ing a part of his dress, but the force, with
whiclehe tore himself from her, was too
much for her feeble grasp, and with the vio-
lence of the exertion, she fell to the ground ;

Janet, who stood jrembling at the scene she



6 RICARDO,

had just witnessed, ran to the assistance of
her mistress, but what were her emotions on
raising Angela to find her face covered with
blood ; she was so much stunned by the fall,
that it rendered her insensible, her faithful
attendant called out most violently, and the
woman of the house immediately entered ;
every restorative was applied, and both were
much alarmed lest she sheuld have broken
a blood vessel ; but they had it not in their
power to communicate their apprehensions
to each other, one could only speak english,
nd a litt}e broken german; and thc other
l\{pcw no language but french; they con-
vérsed therefore by signs; the woman ran
for“'some water, and Janet washed the blood
awa\)i, when to her great joy she found it on-.
- ly pryceeded from the nose; occasioned by
the s:l'ere copcussion it received fronf strik-

ing éz‘;ainst the flour.

Soon as Angela was a little recovered,
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feeling quite exbausted with the mental con-
flict she had undergone, she requested tobe .
conducted to her chamber; it was a small
room, neatly furnished j on wishing that Ja-
net might sleep in the same room, the wo-
man ordered a couch to be brought in’ for
that purpose.

Angela was carefully watched by her
faithful attendant, and after being several
hours restless and disturbed, she at last fell
into a sound sleep.

The house in which she was,sbelonged
to her father ; it was purchased by. him late-
ly, for the convenience of hunting, and here
he sometimes passed two or three days in a
week ; it was fitted up in a commodious
style, as the Baroness in summer used occa-
sionally to reside there; the Baroa thought
by bringing his dawghter, bither, he should
only have her entreaties to encounter; but
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had he taken her home, those of the mother
would have been to contend with, also.

Angecla slept until a late hour in the
morning, and when she awoke, found Jauct
by her bedside, with some refreshment rea-
dy for her; she was quite recovered from
her bodily sufferings, but the anguish of her
mind was not at all diminished, as the cause
still exisied, the cffect could not cease; by
the earnest persuasion of Janet, she rose af-
ter breakfast, and weint down into the par-
lour, every moment expecting to hear from,
or see the Baron; she at first feared the
house was Steinbergh’s, the assurance how-
ever that it was hot, gave some little relief
to her mind, as she fclt more protected un-
der any roof, than his: that it belonged to
“her father, and that the Baroness somctimes
visited it, was'pleasing intelligence to lher;
she derived a satigfactioh, from being, where

her venerable mother had so lately resided ;
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in this room, she said, has my excellent pa-
rent, lamented my supposed death ; hereshe
has shed many a tear to my memory; per-
haps, even yet, she believes me to be nomore;
happy should I be, were I permitted to un-
deceive her, to fall at her feet, obtain her
maternal blessing,and be again folded in her
affectionate embrace ; her entreaties, [ am
assured, would be joined with mine, to pre-
vent my being sacrificed to a villain; the
prayers of a kneeling wife, and daughter
could not pass unrcgarded ; but alas! I'shall
not be allowed to see her: she doubtless
thinks, the sorrows of her childp are long
since at an end, in the peaceful grave; ah!
would to Heaven they were ; but I fear, for
much misery am I yet reserved; I will not
however repine : that Power, who has pre-
served my life, and supported me throngh
every danger, will still extend tome, his pro-
tecting arm. .

[ ]
Angela, accompanied by Janet, new
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strolled round the environs of the house ; '
the air was mild, and serene; she felt re-
freshed by it; although no impediment was
thrown in the way of her walking, she ob-
served the man, with whom she had seen her
father in close conversation, constantly fol-
lowing her, but at a respectfuldistance ; she
therefore had little doubt he had received or-
ders to that effect; she repeated her walks
daily, but her vigilant guardian took care
at those times, never to lose sight of her.

A week passed away without molesta-
tion, when one morning the woman of the
house entered the room while she was at
breakfast, and said her son had got direc-
tions to conduct Angela to the Baron imme-
diately, who was waiting for her, at no greac
distance; she dreadcd bis eommandg, but
yet determinéd to obey them ; she desired
Janet to go with her, and after stopping a
few minutes to adjust her dress, told the man
she was ready to attend hiin; he led the way,
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and she followed, leaning on the arm of her
faithful attendant; they walked through some
part of the wood, aild at last she saw a vil-
lage, about g¢he distance of half a mile, to
which her guide appeared to be conducting
her; arriving at it, he proce;eded to the
church; but what were the sensations of An-
gela on entering, to see her father and Stein-
bergh, with a priest ready to perform the
marriage ceremony ! surprise, horror, and
indignation had so engrossed every faculty,
that before she could make any remonstrance
Fitzormond had forced her to the altar, and
the service was begun ; thedreadful thought
that a few moments more would consign her
for ever, to the man she hated, armed her
with resolution, and in a foud voice she cal-
led to the priest,“stop, I cenjure you, do not
thus prostitute this rite; I declare, in the
pre;ence of that God, whose miuister .you
are, no power on earth shall unite me to
Baron Steinbergh!” the priestlooked at her



12 RICARDO,

" with astonishment, and replied, why is this
holy cercmony interupted ? beware, rash girl,
how you make a mockery of the Church ; it
is not I, said Angela, that makes a mockery
of it, but these who brought me hither, to
both of whom, my fixed, unaltcrable resolu-
tion was known, before I came; I am the
victim of deception; why was I not made
acquainted with this resolution, answered the
priest, previous to the commencement of the
service? becauseit commenced at the time,
when every faculty was benumbed with con-
sternation, and affright, at thetreachery prac-
tised upon, me, was the reply of Angela;
Fitzormond, and Steinbergh were bursting
with rage, and called to the priest, goon I
command you; do it at your peril, exclaim-
ed Angela, there is an avenging God, at

-whose altar you now stand, and a dreadful
day of retribution will come ; goon, go( on,
vociferated both Barons; you dare not doit,
said Angela, by your hopes ofsalvation I con-
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jure you to desist; would you encourage the
sin of perjury, b'y forcing me to make v.ows,.
with which my nature never can comply?
to swear love, and obedience, where I feel
hatred, and dctestation? pcace, disobedient
girl, cried Fitzormond, call not down a fa-
ther’s curses on your head; the: priest clo-
sed the book and declared, that under such
circumstances the ceremony could not pro-
ceed; Angela would now have retired from
the altar, but was detained by Steinbergh,
who said, you shall not go, part of the scr-
vice is performed, und here I openly claim
you as my wife ; she shrunk from his touch,
and replied, rather shall this hand put a pe-
riod to an existence, which you have render-
ed wretched ; you have broken the sacred
ties of father and daughter; you have rob-
bed me of the affection of a parent; and
been l.ny bitterest prosecutor ; van you, after
this, suppose my fate to yours ever can be
united? then deliberately kneeling at the
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aitar, with her eyes piously lifted up to Hea-
ven; she made a solemn vow, that no pow-
er, or circumstance should compel her to
become his wife; both Fitzormond, and
Steinbergh were astonished at the intrepidi-
ty of Angela, they each however endeavoured
to detain her, and by threats and promises,
oblige the priest to finish the service, but
nothing could prevail with him; he said it
was against the laws of God, the laws of na-
ture, that compulsion should be used in a
ceremony so sacred; without the full, and
free consent of both parties, it could not be
complea;ed‘; by so prostituting his holy of-
fice, he should risk not only his temporal,
but his spiritual welfare; he dared not be
-guilty of so flagrant a breach of all laws both
human, and divine ; then to prevent further
entreaty left the church.

The Barons were each burning with
rage, and disappointment, to find all their
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schemes frustrated by the invincible obstina-
cy of a girl, and the inflexible resolution of
a pricst, whom ueither p::omises, or gold
could tempt from the duty he owed to God,
and himself.

Fitzormond called out, in a voice of
thundcr, to Angela, ¢ quit my prescnce this
instant, thou destroyer of my peace, and be-
ware of the vengeance of an enraged father;”
he then desired the man who came with her,
to conduct her back to the house in the

wood,

Angela, pale and dgitated, immediately
left the church, supported by Janet, with-
out uttering one word, and Fitzormond and
Steinbergh remained together to brood over
their disappointment, they were both much
dissatisfied with the result ; the one expec-
ted this day would have enabled him to have
relieved his estates from every incumbrance;
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and the other that the young and beauteous
Angela would have been consigned to his
arms for ever; they yet consoled themselves
with the hope, they should find some more

accomodating, and less scrupulous priest.

Fitzormond now determined tosend the
Baroness to Angela, and try what her pow-
ers of persuasion could do, he well knew her
influence was greater than his, and that her
gentle, conciliating manners were better
suited to the disposition of his daughter, than
his violent, and impetuous temper ; although
the hope was but aforlorn onc, yet he resol-
ved totry it; if it failed he intended to punish
her, by confining her, for life, in a nunnery,
and compelling her totake the veil ; he knew
this alternative would have great weight in
the breast of her mother, for althougtn her
objections were strong against forcing An-
gela to give her hand, where she could not
bestow her heart, yet he thought she would
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prei‘er that, to having her daughter torn from
her, and secluded for ever, in the gloom of

a convent,

Fitzormond took leave of his companion,
and hastened to the Bdroness; he had some-
time since acquainted her of Angela being
still alive, and again at Warburgh Castle,
but she was totally ignorant of his journey
thither, and of the removal of her daughter;
he thercfore now informedder whi?re he had
been, and that he had brought Ang:ela to his
hunting box ; and is she indced there ? cried
the Baroness ; shall I again clasp my child
in these aged arms, before I die? oh! let
me hasten to her; stop, ;said the Baron, there
is only one condition on which you must
sce her, that you promise to use vour influ-
ence, to make her comply with my com-
mands, and become the wifc of Stcinbergh;
never, never, answered the, Baroness, will 1

do it; never will I be accessary to such a
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sacrifice ; then said the Baron, you shall
not again behold Ler ; to morrow she shall
be removed to a convent, and there secluded
for ever from the world, she shall repent her
.disobedience at leisure; oliy¥ny Lord, said
the anxious mother of Angela, you cannot,
will not be so cruel;: nature, surely, is not
s0 extinct inyou ; can you thus banish from
you, her, on whom you once doated ? she,
who will be the prop, the support of
your declining 4ears; can you so deeply
wound this maternal breast, and bring the
wife of your bosom, to a premature grave?
alas, my‘Lord, you know not half the evils,
this rash step will occasion you; at the hour
of death, how will the reflection of having
broken the peace of mind of an only child,
and an affectionate wife, wring your heart
with bitterest anguish! and before the tri-
bunal of an offended Deity, how will thest
crimes call for.vengeance on your head!
peace, said Fitzormond, much agitated, obey
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my commands;sor you never $ee her more;
the happiness of the father, or daughter must
be sacrificed, and which has the superior
claim upon yoga! Heaven forbid ! cried the
Baroness, that e happiness of either should
be sacrificed; one must, replied the Baron,
there is no alternative; her marriage with
Steinbergh can’ alone relieve my encum-
brances ; repair my dilapidated estates, and
the house of Fitzormond to its original splen-'
dor; never let it be raised my Lord, by the
sacrifice of a daughter, let her not be the
victim of ambition; for whom do you wish
for its restoration ? it cannot be for :is, whose
continuance here must inevitably be short;
it can only be for our beloved child, and how
can she enjoy such splendor with 8 broken
heart? for what alas, are riches, when com«
paredeto happiness! )

What, said the Baron, shall the proud
house of Fitzormapd sink intoinsignificance?
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shall what was the pride, angl glory of my
ancestors mouldcr into decay? shall their
future descendants suceeed only to a barren
title, an encumbered estateﬁ?ebold what
was once a statcly mansiofjfecome a dila-
pidated ruin? shall a noble family be thus
dishonored, to gratify the caprice of a dis-
obedient girl? what is her happiness when
put in competition with the pride of birth,
the dignity of ancestry? by her union with
Steinbergh all these difficultics will vanish,
as he has promiscd to enable me to free my
estates from encumbrance; and I shall then
see these ruins rising, like another Pheenix,
from their ashes, and shining with renovated
grandeur; his sccond son is to succeed to
the Barony of Fitzormond ; thus will the
title not become extinct, but be continued
in ‘the descexl\dants of my daughter : d can-

not promise, answered the Baroness, to cn-‘
treat rhy child*to become miserable, but
should she shew any inclipation to comply,
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I will not oppose it; go then, this instant,
explained the Baron, and if you wish not to
plant a dagger in the breast of a husband,
bring me word she submits to my desire; if
she reject my ot’er, I swear, the residue of
her life, shall bc devoted to a convent ; with

this, Fitzormond left the room.

The Baroncss, though anxious once
more to behold Angela, went to her reluc-
tantly, on such an errand; she felt assured
she should ill execute it; for however she
might think it necessary to feed the pride
of ancestry, by keeping up the family estate,
yet she conceived it was too dearly purcha-
sed, by the sacrifice of a daughter ; shewas
determined however, to go,not only in obe-
dience to the commands of the Baron, but
impel]ed by strong inclination again to be-
hold her long lost Angela ; twelve months
had now compleated their slow course, since

that felicity was her’s; many an anxious
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thought, many a severe pang had lacerated
hor maternal bosom, at being deprived of
the support of her declining years, and ma-
ny a petition had she offered up tothe throne
of Heaven for her return; her prayers was
heard, her child had been restored, but, alas!
restored, only to be torn from her parental
arms again, and doomed to a life of misery;
for whether the wife of Steinbergh, or se-
questered in a nunnery, felicity must be
equally a stranger to her; as a mother she
could not reconcile herself to either alter-
native,



THE OUTLAW. 23

CHAP. XVIL

e T 3

As the Baroness was apprehensive oftaking
her daughter by surprise, she dispatched a
Servant with a note, to give her information
of the intended visit.

Angela was walking near' the house,
with her faithful Janet, when she saw the
messenger approaching ; she trembled at
the sight of him, dreading some fresh mark
of her implacable father’s resentment, the
man put a letter into her hand, the direction
of which she plainly saw was her mother’s
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writing, her anxiety, on that head, was soon
at rest; she now trembled, not with appre-
hension,but with joy; her heart beat high with
expectation, she pressed the paper with re-
verence to her lips, and then eagerly peru-
scd its contents; with what transport did she
gaze on every line, that announced to her a
blessing beyond her hopes; which realized
her fondest wishes, by the sweet assurance
that she should soon be locked in the affec-
tionate embrace of her vencrable mother !
the excess of joy felt, at this unlooked for
blessing, had not subsided, when the Baron-
ess Fitzérmond arrived ; soon as she cntered
the parlour, Angela attemped to kneel, and
ask a blessing from her revered parent; no
my beloved child, said the Baroness, clasp-
_ ing her in her arms, before her knees could
reach the ground, that posture belopgs to
the Deity alone; let not the homage due to
the Creator, be bestowed on the creature,
then pressed her to her heart, with all the
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anxious solicitude of a doating parent ; they
remained thus for some moments, the mo-
ther’s tears blended with the daughter's;
their joy at meeting was unutterable, they
clung to each other in silent rapture; at
length, in broken accents, they exclaimed,
“my decarest mother !”” “my beloved daugh-

ter!”’

Angela, on beholding the venerable
countenance of the Baroness, saw, with great
regret, that she was much altered'; although
it was lighted up with joy at once again re-
covering her lost child; yet it was‘only a
momentary flash, which bu till concealed the
anxiety, and care too evidently lurking be-
neath it; the unkindness of a husband ; the
supposed death of an only daughter preyed
much upon a constitution, nat.urally not
strong, and caused her to become only the
shadow of her former self. *

.C
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Alas! madam, Angela said, your too
anxious care for me has evidently injured
that health, I would lay down my life to pre-
serve ; that hollow cye, that pallid cheek, that
faded form, shew the mental struggles you
have undergone; Ihave indeed suffered much
the Baroness replied, and perhaps not becn
so resigned as I ought to the decrees of an
all-wise Providence; for no tongue can tell
the poignancy of my feelings, when I found
my child, the delight of my life, the staff of
my age, was swallowed up by a devouring
clement : the distracting thoughts that I
shouldl never see you more, and that you had
met with your death through the artifices of

" a villain to get you into his power, harrow-
ed up my soul with the bitterest aunguish;
my nights were sleepless, and my days were
wretched; sometimes I thought reason would
forsake h.er seat, I almost"'wished for ma:l-
ness, that I might be no longer sensible of
my sufferings ; but a mereiful God has now
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relieved them, by restoring you to my aged
arms, even from the grave ; prostrate before
the throne of Heaven, have I returned my
thanks, for this great, this uncexpected bless-
ing; and offered up my humble suplications
for pardon, and forgiveness, that I have dar-
ed for 2 moment, to repine: I participate,
my dearest madam, in all your feelings, was
the reply of Angela, and f never can be suf-
ficiently thankful for sifch a miraculous pre-
scrvation of my life, and for having given me
back to your maternal arns, at such a mo-
ment, when your precarious health demands
the tender care, and solicitude of a dawghter;
every instant of my future life shall be devo-
ted to -the restoration of the best of mothers;
now the cause has ccased, I trust the effect
will also; the wound made by matemaf love,
the balm of filial love shall heal ; the expres-
sive countenance of Angcla, Wuring this
speech, beamed with affectjon, emanating
warm from the heart; her fine eyes spoke
‘ce
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more powerfully her feelings, than any lan-
guage can describe, as she turned them up-
on the Baroness with incffable sweetness ;
the soft effusions of nature bedewed the agel
cheek of her mother, she exclaimed,admira-
ble girl ! you repay me for all I have suffer-
ed ; thank Heaven,Angela answered, 1 have
not lost the affection of both parents, for
your regard I still possess, and it shall be my
study to deserve it; I will watch you with
the tenderest anxiety, and hail, with trans-
port, every symptom of renovated health ;
never, never more, my dearest macam, will
we patt: oh ! that your father would permit
it to be so! answered the Baroness, this mo-
ment then would end my cares; but he still
is rletermined,if possible, to cffect your union
with Steinbergh, and has sent me to urge
his commands ; on that condition alpne I am
permitted ‘once more to behold my child ;
1 conld not promise to persuade, all I dared
say was, that I would not oppose it; your
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father’s will has for ever been a law to me,
but in this instance the happiness of a daugh-
ter rises paramount to every other conside-

ration.

Ah sure, my mother cannot advise such
a sacrifice! said Angela; no, Heaven avert
it, exclaimed the Baroness, I had rather you
should have found a gravé in the bosom of
the ocean, then your miseries would have
been at an end ; I have already sworn at
the sacredaltar of my God, Angela resumed,
never to be his, sworn it in the presence of
my father ; it was not a start of mom.entary
passion, but”an oath calmly, and deliberately
taken ; so solemn an appeal to the Deity,
sure my father cannot require ne to break ;
he will not, dare not ask me to draw down
the curseof I1caven upon me, by not keep-
ing a vow so awfully, and at such a moment
madf: Alas! the Baroness answered, he
thinks the commandg of a parentshould su-
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persede every other consideration; nothing
therefore can appease, or reconcile him, but
the sacrifice required of you, a sacrifice, with
such a vow recorded above, you should not
make for worlds; his fixed resolution ic,
that in case of non-compliance, a convent
shall be your residence for life; butalthongh
it would rend my heart with anguish to have
you for ever secluded from me, yet that
would be happiness compared to seeing you
the wife of Steinbergh; Angela replied, to
her vencrable parent, if it be the desire of
fny father, I will assuredly go thither, but no
powe‘r on earth shall compel me to take the
veil; it is not required by an omnipotent
Creator, that religion “ whose paths are plea-
santness, and ways are peacc” should doom
her votaries to monastic seclusion ; the de-
vout aspiration of the p;ious worshpper, wil},
ascend to Heaven from the chamber of the
contrite, as well as from the conventual cell;

it never was intended eve should live for our-
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selves alone, neither the laws of God, or man
require it; we have duties to perform in the
world, which forbid our forsaking it; soci-
cty has a claim upon us, to fulfil the endear-
ing ties ol daughter, wife, and mother; the
divine pattern set before us, by our blessed
Saviour, when on carth, was not to abjurae
the world ; he preached not seclusion, but
that we should go about doing good ; his
whole conduct accorded not with monastic
retreat, nor has he left one precept behind

thut ordained it,

The spirit of true religion, firthly root-
ed in the mind, which this speech of Angela
discloscd, delighted the affectionate bosom
of her mother,and she rapturously exclaimed,
excellent girl! onevery word you utter hangs
prophetic truth; well may I be proud of
such a daughter: the Baroue;sl would not
discover thc Barons reasons to Angela, for

so strongly insisting on her marriage witl:
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Steinbergh, fearing that what she would not
graut to the unjustifiable anger of a father,
she might be induced to comply with, to
prevent his humiliation, by the lustre of the
house of Fitzormond being dimmed, when to
muke it bluze bright as ever was in her pow-
er, although it must be at the expence of
happiness, peace, and every thing that was

dear to her,

The Baren knew not her heart so well
as her mother ; he conceived his commangls
alone ought to be swfficient, without conde-
scending to state his reasons were of so hu-
miliatiug a nature, that it was long before
his pride could stoop to communicete them
evert to tlie Baroness; nor would he have
done it at all, but from the firm persuasion
that to sce the family mansion rise fgom its
ruins, and be tranemitted to his posterity in
its pristine splendour, would be equally an

ohject with the Baroness as himself; but ame
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bition, and family pride were in her breast
only a secondary consideration, the happi-

ness of a much leved child was the first.

Angela now informed her mother, the
manner of her wonderful preservation, and
introduced her faithful Janet, whose parents,
under a beneficent Providence, were the
humble instruments of it ; she was received,
by the Baroness, with a smile of benignity, -
who expressed her gratitude in the strongest
terms, and accompanied it with some solid
proofs, by putting into the hands of Janet, a
purse well stored with gold ; tifis she posi-
tively refused, until commanded by Angela;
receive it, said the Baroness, as a grateful
motbher’s tribute, for the saving of her child,
and as an earnest of my future friendship,
and, protection ; under the sanction of her
mistress, she then took th.e purse and co-
vered with blushes, after many awkward
courtesies, left the room.

Cs
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On reaching her apartment, she spread
the contents on the table before her; never
had she cven seen such a treasure, uch
more been possessed of it ; she could scarce-
ly believe it real; a thousand times she
pressed the purse to her lips, a thousand
times she counted over what it contained ;
after gratitude to her benefactress, and in-
voking bless\ings on the head of her, and
her excellent daughter, filial affection was
the next sentiment predominant in her breast
—she wished most heartily she could make
her aged parents, Sandy and Moggy, sha-
rers of it ;* to send any of it to them was
not practicable, therefore she determined to
reserve a portion of it, until she should see
them again; a latent spark of pride was
awakened in her when she remembered the
number of fine clothes it would purchase,
and that on her return home, she should be
the envy of a}l her*former acquaintance ; a
pleasure than which she knew none beyond
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her russet mantle, which used to be prized
as her Sunday dress, was now looked upon
with contempt, as were her yarn stockings
and clumsey leather shoes, which she only
knew the luxury of,when she went to Kirk-
wall church, on the sabbath day; the resi-
duc of the week, her legs and fect were
naked as nature formed them ; she l'eﬂectf;d
on the alteration in her condition, with no
small degree of satisfaction, when she saw
the humble fisherman’s daughter transform-
ed into the sole attendant on the heiress of
the noble house of Fitzormond.
.

Janet was possessed of an cxcellent na-
tural understanding, but almost totall)-' un-
cultivated by ecducation; the little she had
gleaned, was from an old woman, who kept
a small school at Kirkwall, whose knowledge
did not extend to reading a chapter in the
Bible properly; by the ‘kind assistance of
Angela she had,made great progress in stor-:
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ing her mind with what learning the time
would admit; she could now read english
tolerably well, and could make herself a lit-
tle understood in french and german; the
lowly cot, the pallet bed, were remembered
with disgust, ygt the former was still dear
to her when she recollected it sheltered her
venerable parents ; she rejoiced in the good
fortune that had befallen to her lot, and bles-
sed the day her beloved mistress was wash-

ed on shore, on the Orkney Islands,

It was so long since the Baroness had
seen Angela, that she determined on re-
maining with her at least that night; she
wished most ardently to take her back to her
paternal roof, but she well knew the irasci-
ble temper of the Baron would not permit
it; both mother and daughtef; agreed that,
at all events tl;e union with Steinbergh,
should be firmly rejected; and if Angela
was sent to a convent, it would be far pre-
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ferable to marrying a man, with whom no-
thing but misery could be expected ; where-
as the lenient hand of time, which generally
mitigates every sorrow, might extend its
influence to her ; the present implacability
of her father might relax; when he found
every hope of the wished for union had va-
nished, the tide of affection might again
flow in his paternal breast, and gradually
subdue all resentment in it by adopting this
alternative, there was a dawning hope of fu-

ture happiness.

The Baroness sometimes trem!')led, lest
priestcraft and superstition should work
upon the youthful mind of Angela, and at
length extort from her a promisé to take
the veil ; but when she remembered thé
firmness her daugilter had so gecently dis-
played on this subject, and the rooted con-
viction she appeared to possess, that an
abandonment of the ,world was not enjoined,
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by either the example, or precepts of our
blessed Saviour, her fears on that head va-
nished; therefore to gratify her father, she
had no objection to her commencing her no-
vitiate; she would have prefered placing ker
in the convent, only as a boarder, but to this
she knew the Baron would not consent, and
that however he might repent afterwardsy
he would certainly endcavour to force her
to take the veil, as a punishment for what

he termed, her disobedience.

Having thus resolved what steps were
to be taken, the Baroncss fclt a little more
at ease; yet she dreaded the rage of the Ba-
ron, when he should be convinced cvery sha-
dow of hope was fled of his darling plan
being realized; the mortification his family
pride must-undergo, would drive him al-*
most to madness; she much regretted, no
other plan could be adopted for repairing
the family estates, thaf one which would



THE OUTLAW. 39

render her daughter miserable; she would
cheerfully submit to any deprivation to which
her rank in lifc entitled ber; she was wil-
ling to retire from the world, and adopt the
most rigid economy, if that would accom-
plish it; but this, she was confident the
pride of Fitzormond would not allow; he
would not stoop even to a temporary re-
trenchment, but haughty, and overbearing,
be would think it a stain upon the honour
of his ancestors, to diminish one atom of his
dignity,by reducing his establishment ; there-

fore urging it, she well knew was useless.
- [ ]

While the anxious mother was gazing
on her beloved daughter with fondness, and
admiration, Angela relatcd all that had hap-
pened since they parted; she dwelt with
delight en the kindness she met with, when
at Warburgh, and painted in the strongest
colours, every act of friendsh'ip, hospitality,
and parental tendeiness, she had received
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from her dearest Ellen, and her excellent
husband; “how did her tongue grow wan-
ton int heir praise,” her fine cxpressive coun-
tenance, the faithful index of a mind of sen-
sibility, shew in every feature, the gratitude
that flowed spontaneously from her breast ;
she expatiated on the virtues of her friends
with an eloquence peculiarly her own, but
dear as they were to her, all her gratitude
was not exhausted on them; she felt there
was some due to the M‘Donalds, and also
to her humbler friends Sanday and Moggy,

who were the preservers of her life.

The enraptured Baroness watched with
anxious solicitude the looks of Angela, and
fondly thought she held in her the dawn of
future excellence, the germ of every ripen-
ing virtue ;, it would have constituted tMc
jo of her declining years to have nurtured
those virtues, and by the warmth of matcr-
nal love, have made tham bloom in full lux-
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uriance; but she was denied this first of
human blessings, her long lost child, by a
husband’s stern command, was again to be
tern from the hand that reared her; this
thoughtgave a pang unutterable to the breast
of both; time flew with rapid wing, and it

was past midnight before they retired to
rest

While the Baroness was with Angela,
the Baron remained a prey to the most tor-
turing anxiety ; one minute he thought the
cntreaties of a mother, always fondly beloved
by the daughter, would have the desired ef-
fect, that his wishes would be complcted,
and consequently he beheld in idea the tur-
rets of Fitzormond raising their proud heads
from th rurrounding ruins; but the next
ninutge he reflected, the Baroncss was not
hearty in the cause, and that “of coul'f her
entreatics would not be very urgent; indeed

he could not expect it, as she had only pro-
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mised not to throw any obstacle in the way
if Angela was left to herself ke well knew
he had nothing to expect but a firm deniul;
thus agitated between hope, and despair,
with the latter wost predominant, the Baron
passed a restless night; somctitues he tra-
versed the chamber with hasty step, und at
others, threw himself on the bud, iu his
clothes, to endeavour to snatch seme relief
from slecp, but the morning came without
having closed Lis eycs; in the confiict he
underwent, he thcught not of the unguith
in which the compliance with Lis wiskes
would involve his only child; he remem-
bered not, that his ambition was planting
a dagger.in the breast of a dutiful and af-
fectionate daughter; his impaticnce now
became so great, that he determinced to en-
dure these conflicting sensations no longeg,
but to hasten to the Baroness, and know
the worst at once.

As soon as Angela ar:d her mother hud
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risen, the first object they saw, was the
Baron riding up the avenue ; at the sight,
both turned pale, and trembled ; hisarrival
had been some time announced by old Ja-
quiline, before either could summon con-
rage to go down stairs; the strength of mind
of Angela, all her resolution vanished, and
she requested the Baroness to inform her fa-
ther of her unalterable decision; the courage
of the Baroness faltered but for one moment,
the next she was firm and collected, assum-
ed her usual fortitude, and then descended
into the parlour,

Immediately on her entrance the Baron
exclaimed, well, madam, what answer am I
to receive ? the only answer, my Lord, re-
plied the Baroncss, that you can reasonably
expact ; your daughter dccléncs the offer of
the alliance, you propose; can you conscicn-
tiously dcsire it to be dtherwisc, after the
vow, so solemyly and dclibcm.tcly taken in

your presence, £t the altar, and recorded
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above? the Baron then called out, with ve-
hemence, you, madam, have not urged it,
you, who know the necessity of her compli-
ance; indeed my Lord I have not, said the
anxious mother of Angela, could I urge a
daughter to bring destruction on her head,
by breaking an oath taken under such cir-
cumstances; no not for worlds: vile cant,
and priestcraft! is the honour, and dignity
of my family to be sacrificed on account of
a rash resolution, made by a disobedient
girl ? yes, rather than endanger the salvation
of your child, the Baroness replied with
much enefgy ; I will hear no more from you,
I will take her refusal from herself alone;;
bring her this instant to me; the Baroness,
in obedience to the commands of her hus-
band, left the room,and went directly to the
chamber, of Angela ; she commuuicatcd to
her, the desire of her father to see her im-
mediately, as from’ her lips only, he would
-take a denial ; oh spare me, spare me this
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trial, said Angela, I dare not meet his an-
ger; call to your aid, the Baroness replied,
vour usual fortitu'de, and declare with re-
spectful firmness, your unalterable resolu-
tion; she requested a few moments delay,
and then said, can I hesitate, when I see
such a pattcrn befure me? no madam, you
shall find your daughter animated by your
example ; I am now ready to attend you to
the Baron’s presence ; Angela pale and agi-
tated, supported by her venerable mother,
was conducted into the room where her fa-.
ther was ; the moment she beheld his coun-
tenance she saw rage, and disappointment
depicted In it most strongly ; with eyes flash-
ing fire, he demanded of Angela, whether
she would consent to his wishes? mo, my
Lord, she calmly replied, 1 cahnot, dare not
do it, remember the awful vow made at the
altar; would ‘you, my father, wish me to
brave the vengeance of offended Heaven, by
breaking it ; it ought never to have been
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made; rash, and precipitate vows are not re-
quired to be kept: oh, my Lord, you well
know it was not rashly, and precipitately,
but coolly, and deliberately taken ; then pre-
pare to expiate your disobedience in a nun-
nery, there you shall be confined for life, the
augry Baron vociferated, and darting a look
of indignation at both mother, and danghter,
rushed out of the rcom, in a paroxisin of

rage.
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CHAP. XVIIL

Tax moment the parlour door was closed,
Angela ran into her njother’s arms, and said
thank Heaven the trial is over, even taking
the veil is preferable to becoming *the wife
of Steinbergh; letnot your resolution forsake
you, the Baroness replied, and that also may
be avoided ; if Heaven require any such vo-
taries, they must be willing ones; time may
appeuse your father’s anger, .and he will a-
gain glory in his child; but until the storm
has expended itsviolence, you must be shel-
tercd from its effgrts in a convent ; although
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in your novitiatc you will have the liberty of
frequently seeing me; probably when Fitz-
ormond knows you are enclosed within the
walls of a nunnery, he will trouble himselfno
farther on the subjecr,and possibly notdeign
to inquire in what situation you are there ;
I will therefore send a messenger to him
faying,that asit js his pleasure you should be
placed in a convent, you are ready to com-
ply with his commands ; I will offer to ac-
company you myself, in which case I can
enter you only as aboarder ; the Baroness,
however thought it best to wait until his
wrath was a little subsided, consequently
delayed the messenger a few hours; this
plan was however soon frustrated, the Baron
disappointed in what he ardently wished,
was determined to revenge his disappoint-
ment immediately on the head of hic inno-
cent child; soon as he left her, he hurried
tothe convent of§t. Clair,and arranged every
thing with the Lady Abbess, for the recep-
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tion of Angela, as a novice; and before the
letter was dispatched, which the Baroness
had written, an order arrived to Jaques, to
take her thither directly ; the anxious mo-
ther was determined to accompany her ; on
observing tears running down the pallid
check of Angela, she tenderly embraced her,
and said, be not dismayed, a bountiful Pro-
vidence never sends any misfortune, without
somucthing toalleviate it; you might have been
ordered to a convent far distant ; but that of
St. Clair is only two miles from Metz,
which will give me daily an opportunity of
seeing you, and of healing your sorroWs with
the balm of maternal love ; had it beeu other-
wise, I could not long have survived your
loss.

At ¢his moment, Janet burst into the
room, in an agony of grief, threw herself at
the feet of her mistress, and told her, it was
reported she was going to be shut up'in a

D :
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nunnery for life, becauseshe would not mar-
ry that odious Steinbergh ; for God’s sake
my Lady, do not go to such a hideous place;
I must, answerod Angela, obey the com-
mands of my parent, there is no alternative ;
she then desiredJanet to arise fromherknees;
if you must go, replied this faithful crea-
ture, take me with you, I will become nun,
or any thing else, sooner than part with you;
what! would you leave your parents for ever?
~would you break the hearts of both Sandy,
and Moggy? No, Heaven forbid ! but I am
assured my own hcart will break, if I must
seperate from you ; the Baroness, observing
the emotions of Angela, at this instance of
affection in her huible fiiend, were too pow-
erful for utterance, said to Janet, your mis-
. tress shall not be secluded there for life, and
until she return again to the W(‘u'ld,, you
shall find an asylum with me; you shall be
only two short miles distant from the con-
veny, and may see her daily ; this assurance
[
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a little comforted Janet, and the idea of not
being entirely parted from her beloved mis-
tress, relieved her mind of half its burden ;
she thanked the Baroness, with a grateful,
and over-flowing heart, then respectfully
courtesying to both, left the room.

0Old Jaqueline now came to inform An-
gela, her son was ready ; it was intended by
the Baron, she should go behind this man,
upon a horse which was provided for the
purposc ; but the Baroness ordered the car-
riagc that conveyed her thither, to be brought
to the door, then with her daughter %ot in-

to it, and drove to the convent of St. Clair.

On their arrival they were conducted
into the refectory, where they found the
lady Abbgss ; she was a tall commanding fi-
gure, and appeared to be turned of fifty ;
her eyes were dark, and expressive ; the re-
mains of former beguty were yet visible;

D 2
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but in her looks there was a sternness, and
austerity, occasioned by long seclusion from
the world, and the consequent effect of the
dignity of the office, :vhich she had for se-
veral years held ; in her manners it was evi-
dent, bumility was not her leading charac-
teristic.
'

She was the younger daughter of one
of the most ancient of the noblesse of France,
and the pride of rank attached to her from
her birth, had not in retircment forsaken her;
the haughtiness, and formality of her man-
ner, sd totally opposite to the meckness, and
mildness inculcated by the precepts of that
religion, to which she had devoted her fu-
ture days, disgusted both the Baroness, and
Angela yet more, with a conventual life;
when however, she recollected that in An.
gela she bcheld the heiress of the house of
Fitzormond aé she supposed, come to be ad-
mitted an inmate there for ever the natural
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severity of her brow was somewhatrelaxed,
from the hope, that, as she was the only
child, the convent of St. Clair would hereaf-
ter be endowed with the estates of that noble
family ; she advanced to the young novice,
after making a cold and formal courtsey to
the Baroness, took her by the hand, and s3id,
well hast thou chosen daughter, to retire from
a world, in which you are surrounded with
every temptation tovice,where temporal con-
cerns are alone regarded, and spiritual ones
neglected; the noise, and bustle of which is
incompatible with the duty we owe to him,
who expiated our sins by an igno.minious
death upon the cross; within these walls,
neither contention, ambition, or strife ex-
ist, sccluded from all that can disturb, or
agitate the mind, we devote ourselves to
our God, that God, who beholds with mer-
cy, the prostrate suppliant, who sees the
motive, with the act, and rejects not the
prayer of the hunthle penitent ; what . ys
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can the world afford equal to giving up our-.
selves for ever to the service of our Maker ;
abjuring every other consideration ; and by
self denial, and penance, subduing all temp-
tations to. evil here, and preparing to be fit
partakers of that cndless bliss, promised to
the truly righteous hereafter; observing
Angcla to blush deeply, she resumed,—k
see, my daughter, thesubject animatcs you,
the greater the sacrifice you make, by re-
nouncing rank, riches, honours, and what-
ever may render the world still dear to you,
the greater is your merit, to have iwbly
overcome, at your age, all the allurements
which entice too many to continuc in it; I
am assured, by the glowing crimson on your
cheek, that you ardently long for the mo-
ment, when you will be permitted to make
those vows at the sacred altar, wlich wille
unite you to hﬁaven for ever.

The blushes of Angvla were not cansed
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by animation, but by vexation, that she dare
not immediately avow her sentiments ; ah!

she said to herself, little do you know this
heart ; little do you think that it is formed
of too inflexible materials to yield to all
your sophistry ; and that the time, to which
you allude, will never arrive; she could
hardly forbear answering the Abbess, and

declaring her fixed unalterable resolution
not to take the veil ; but she knew it would
cnrage the Baron yet morc; therefore al-
though she detested the smallest shadow of
deccption yet for the sake of a mother’s peace,
she consented to use it ; that sufferi parent
had already undcrgone too much from the
irascible temper of her father, and should she
again resist his commands, she was certain
the Baroness would still be a suffcrer, and
be subject to all the effusions gf his wrath,
she therefore was silent ; the crimson of her
cheek, which the Abbess took for the effu-
sions of joy, at the, prospect of her, future life
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being wholly devoted to her Clicator; for
the emanation of religious enthusiasm in the
mind, was the blush of conscious shame, thas
she was obliged, for a moment, to counte-
nance deception, was occasioned by the
pang which pierced the breast of purity,
and innocence, at being betrayed even into
the shadow of a falsehood ; conscience, that
self accusing monitor, caused her cheek to
glow with crimson of a dceper dye; but
when she remembered the deception was
the offspring of parental laye, she felt in some
degree justified, and the peace of that bosom,
which was ¢free from blemish as untrodden
snow,” became once more restored,

The Abbess being now called out of the
zoom, the Baroness again took the opportu-
nity of cautioning Angela to beware, of the
erts of priéstcraft, and superstition, with
which'she would be assailed on eyery side ;
however they may profess to be serving the
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cause of Heaven, she said, be assured they
have also a view to the temporal things of
this world; the idea of the convent being
eadowed with the Fitzormond estates, is not
the lcast of their inducement for using cvery
artifice to confirm you in your supposed wish
of taking the veil; did they imagine ashadow
of doubt remained in you breast, threats, pro-
mises, every engine would be set to work
that could intimidate, or persuade you to
their purpose; had you not a strength of
mind, superior to4nost women of your age,
I dare not trust you in such hands; I am
confident the firmness you have d#splayed
on every other occasion, will not forsake
you on one so important; I therefore can
truly say my heart has no fears @ you;
then tenderly embracing Angela, and pro-
mising jn a day or two, to see her again,

L]
the anxious mother took her leave.

The lady Abbess now returned, and in-
Da
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troduced Aungela to the sisterhood; there:
were amongst them,.nuns of all ages ; some.
who had. devoted many years to the solitude-
of a cloister, and so long since they had re-
tired’ from the world, that they were totally
estranged from it, and had acquired a pre-
.ciseness, and fermality of manner, the natu-
ral effect of being secluded for such a length
of time, from all society but that within the
walls of their convent ; others were plump,
blooming vn'gms,w ho, notwithstanding their
demure looks: hcfore the lady Abbess, and
and the solemn vow, that, probably they
had beer. compelled to take, yet fixed their
thoughts more on the pleasurc they had lost
by abjuring one world; than on the happi-
ness they were taught to believe, a life of
austerity and penance would ensure them:
in another. )

All of them welcomed their future com-.
panion most cordially ; the elder congratu-
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tated her on entering those walls,where alone
true happiness, and peace of mind was tobe
found ; the younger part offered their con-
gratulations also, in neai'ly the same words,
but their looks belied their specch, and they
rather deemed it to call for consolation, than
congratulation ; under the tgid, and scru-
tinizing cye of the Abbess, they were oblig-
ed to shew a countcnance of apparent con-
tent and resignation ; but, in her absence,
they gave many asigh to the memory ofthat
world, they had for ever al}jp‘i"‘ed; shed ma-
ny a tear, that they were doomed, by a pa-
rents stern command, to imprisomnent for
life, in the gloom of a convent, for the ag-
grandizement of the elder branch of the fa-
mily ; to be offered up as victims to the
shrine of ambition,

i [

Soon as the novitiate léabit could be
prepared, Angela was invested withit; it
was emblematical of the- purity of her own
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mind; never did she appear so lovely, os

when arrayed in this plain, and unornament-

ed manner; not all the produce of the mines

of Golconda, could have lpade her look more
attractive; although there was no fear of
her becoming a convert to the life of a re-

cluse, yet she felt a peace of mind, to which
she had been a stranger, since she quitted
Warburgh Castle ; she was here no longer
subject to the passionate invective of an un-
natural father, her mother she knew would
frequently sce her, also her humble compa-
nion Janet; naturally of a religious turn,
but averse to superstition, she joined the
nuns with fervency and devotion, in their
morning and evening orisons, and her voice
was lifted up with theirs, in the sacred an-
them, accompanied by the deep and solemn
tones of the chapel organ, .

. After having been three days‘in her new
habitation, Angela was informed there was
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a person in the refeci;ory waiting to speak
with her ; on entering it, she found her faith-
ful Janet, bathed in tears; good heaven,
what isthe matter ? exclaimed her mistress:
is my mother not well? it was some tirfie
before she could procure an answer, nothi.l"ig
but sobs and tears were retufned to her re-
peated enquiries; &t length Janet said,—
Alas! my dear lady, I never expected to
see you enclosed in this gloomy prison, and
the cruel Baron says you shall be here for
life; the dismal -looking nuns, with their
black habits, quite terrify me ;‘ and the mea-
gre old porteress at the convent gatey fright-
ened mebeyond description; what with her
wrinkled features, and forbidding counte-
nance, she looks a departed spirit scnt from
the other world to warn us of our end;
death itself can never come in a form more
hideous; I cannot yet recover ;nyself ; they:
have not I #ee put any of their black dress-
es upon you; if you will be advised by me,
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you will not remain here another hour;
marrying Baron Steinbergh even, would be
better than this ;—no Janet, Angela replicd,
that would be an everlasting misery : this is
onlir a temporary one , be assured, no power
on ea;'th shall detain me here, longer than I
feel disposed to continue; the Baron can-
not force me to become a nun; it is impos-
sible to make me take the veil, without my
full, and free consent; therefore compose
yourself, we shall yet scc many happy days
together ; I wish to remain here for the pre-
sent, as I km;w no other asylum, where 1
can be o free from persecution : oh! let us
return to Warburgh ; that would be use-
less as my father would soon force me from
thence ; the Count will protect you madam ;
but too fatal protection it would be, even
at the hazard of his life ; and shall I sgcrifice
the hugband of my dearest Ellen? No! the
detested name of Steinbergh wotild be com--
parative bappiness to. that dreadful thougls.
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~but we shall see the good Count and

Countess again, said Janet; I trust we shall

renew thosc happy scencs, we have beheld:
there, answered Angela; the convent bell:
now summoned the nuns to vespers, conse-
quently she was obliged to lecave her hum-
ble friend, who at parting, assured her mis-

tress.she would return again very soon, be-
lieve me, my dear lady, she said, I have no:
.happiness when not with you ; asl find you
will not continue here for life, I shall visit

you with less fear ; ‘and shall soon become
accustomed to the grim visagés, and dismal
habits of the old nuns that I have sten who
glide about this gloomy building like so.

many horrid spectres,

The days of Angela now passed tolera-
bly tranquil, sometimes she had a visit from-
the Baroness, at other times from Janet ;-
the Baron continued irasctble as ever; she

was consequently bappy, at being beyond.



64 RICARDO,

the reach of his anger; as the lady Abbess
concluded it was her decided choice to take
the veil, she underwent no persecution on
the subjcc; ; thercfore she had little to agi-
tate or discompose her; knowing she could
put an end to her confinement whenever
she pleased, it was not irksome, on the con-
trary, she congidered it a comfortable retreat,
from the vengeance of an enraged father;
—the nuns showed towards her the moss
friendly disposition, and she was courteous
to them all; but she felt a pai'ticular at-
tachment to sister Agatha, to whose cell she
frequently retired, and enjoyed many plea-’
sant hours in her society; she was a few
years only older than Angela, and having
felt most keenly, the arrows of misfortune,
was disgusted with the world, and volunta-
rily retired to devote her days to heaven ;
she had taken the veil about twelve months;
there was a congeniality in their dispositi-
on, a similarity of sentiment, which endear-
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ed them to each other; their ideas were in
such perfect unison, that the seeds of friend-
ship soon ripened in their breasts, and every
day took stronger root ; sister Agatha,altho’
a nun, agrecd #ith Angela in her ideas of a
conventual life ; that when there was any
prospect of happiness, by continuing in the
world, such a sacrifice was not required by.
heaven; but when every hope of future
peace and felicity, is irrevocably gone ; when
the heart is wounded with incurable sor-
row ; when it has tasted of all the bitter-
ness of gricf; and drank deep of the cup of
affliction ; its only and last consolatien is to
be found in the peacctul serenity of a con-
vents unfit for the active duties of life, the
soul then devotes itself to the calm and tran-
quil ones of religion, where alone the bro-
ken and contrite heart, can find a relief from
its sorrows,

Every hour appeared to cement strong-
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er, the intimacy of these two friends, unitil
at length they became inseparablc; one
evening when thz weather prevented their
walking in the convent garden, as usual,
they retired to the cell of sister Agatha ; An-
gela then, for the first time, ventured to ex-
press a wish to know the events that had
occasioned her companion. to abjure the
world, and vo]uﬁtarily doom herself to be a
prisoner for life; why such transcendant
virtucs as would adorn society, should for
ever be buried in seclusion ;- may I ask, said
she, by what misfortunes you wcre induced:
to take-the veil ?

Alas! replied sister Agatha, my sorrows
- are great, they have shaken my frame so se-
verely, that I wonder™ reason has retained
her seat; may you, my );oung friend, ever
be a stranger to such griefs; itis now time
for Vespers, but tvhen they are over, if you
will return hither, I will relate my sad story.
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CHAP. XVIIIL.,

—~ e

History of Sister Agatha.

I am descended from a noble family in Pi~
cardy; my father was a Baron, n;y mother
the daughter of one ; two children werc the
fruit of their union; I was the first born,
five years after brought me a brother; nur-
sed in the lap of plenty, and opulence, be-
loved by thc most-gffectionate of parents, I
had not® wish ungratified ; the, first twen-
ty years of my life passed-away in an almost
uninterrupted state of fellcity, when my
beart became subjgct to those tender pas-.
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gions, so strongly interwoven in our nature;
I then beheld the youthful, accomplished,
Frederick de Ribemont, the sight of him a-
wakened in me, sensations, ;llz;t had hither-
to been dormant; and I sook discovered be
was necessary to my happiness; his image
was cver before me; a thousand doubts
and fears tock possession of my mind, lest 1
should not have made a similar impression
upon him ; but these doubts and fears were
soon dissipated, as, after some few mectings
I had the sweet conviction, that I inspired
him with a passion, equally ardent as my
own; he called one morning to avow it,and
requested the Count de Ribemont, his fa-
ther, whose sanction he had obtained, might
be permitted to make proposals to my pa-
rents; to this, with some seeming reluc-
tance, I gladly consented ; every thing was
. BOON arrangéd to the satisfaction of all par-
ties, and I had the prospect of bccommg the
happicst of women,
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On account of neither of us being of age,_
it was thought adviseable to defer our union
for a ycar, during which time my be loved
Frederick was to make the sour of Europe;
after passing akfew wecks in the socicty of
each other, blessed with the affection of the
tnan of my choice, to whom my future life
was to be devoted : ah! wecks of felicity too
exquisite to last, Fredcrick left me, to
commence his travels; I need not describe
the severe pangs of parting, as 1 am sure,
your susceptible breast can well imagine
them ; my attachment had the sanction of
my parents, consequently concealngent was
na longer nccessary, and every feeling of
my heart was undisguised; we parted with
the firm conviction thatafew flecting mouths
would restore us to each other; alas, how
visionayy was the hope ! how dire the dis-
appointment ! ]

For many weeks after the absence of
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Frederick, cvery post brought me the sweet
testimonials of his unchanged affection; —
with what delight did 1 treasure up these
precious lines ! with what rapture did [
gaze upon them! each fond expression was
read over again and again, until the tear of
gratitude, dimmed my sight, a tribute due
to his unbounded constancy: thesc dear
memorials of his regard, were my only so-
lace in his absence; I saw the close of eve-
ry day with joy,as it brought the time ncarer
at which I was again to behold him.

Ahout nine months had completed their
slow course, when I found his letters were
less freqaent, and I perceived they were not
quite so affectionate as before ; I attributed

“this change to want of health, want of spi-
rits, to every thing but want of loye;—at
length his letters ceased entirely ; day after
day, week after.week, elapsed, and brought
no tidings of him ; great, beyohd expression
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was my distress, for imagination painted to
me, the dreadful idea, that Frederick was

no more.

I passed much of my time with his fa-
mily, hoping they would soon hear some in-
telligence of him; but each day was a source
of fresh disappointment; I endcayoured to
give his cxcellent mother, that comfort I so
much neceded myself ; butalas, all we could
do, was to mingle our tears together ; bit-
ter was the reflection, that the heart which

. throbbed for me alone, had now most pro-
bably, ccascd to beat ; that the hand‘ which
traced eachline of pure affection, and match-
less tenderness, with which every letter to
me abounded, was now mouldering in the
dust ; the Count, his father, strove to pour
consolation altcrnately into the bosom of
each. b).' the assurance that if Ifis son were
actually dead, no doubt but some intelli-

gence of such.an event would have arrived;
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the death of a stranger of rank, even ina
foreign country, could not Iong be conceal-
ed; ah! but my Lord, 1 exclaimed, he may
have fallen a prey to the dagger of an as-
sassin, in some remote spot,where we ncver
- may hear of him more ; compose yourself, my
amiable young friend, the Count replied, and
*do not thus seck sorrow by anticipation; if
this mysterious silence continues much lon-
ger, I will myself pursue the route he took

in search of him. .

A few days after this resolution had
been taken, a draft was presented to the
Count, for acceptance, by one of the Paris
bankers, .which was in the hand writing of
his.son ; it was dated from Venice, aboﬁi
a month back ; I examined it with accuracy
and instantly knew it to be the sig(nature of
my Frederick ; that he was alive, a short
time since, was.now certain; such intelli-
gence proved an exhilirating cordial to my
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drooping spirits; but yet my wonder and
astonishment-was increased as to the cause
of his long silence ; it was not probable that
cvery letter wonld have miscarried; if one
had,ifhe were tooill to write,someone, surely
would have performed the fricudly oflice of
acquainting his family with it; we were all
lust in conjecture, and looked with anxiety,
to cach days post, to elucidate the niystery;
another month clapsed, and still no tidings;
my own patience had long been exhansted,
at leagth so was that of bis father, who now
deterinined to follow him immediately. -
[}

Tt:e morning previous t()\tfiaq on which
Couut de Ribement had fixed to commence
his journey, a note was reccived by hju at ‘
bréakfast ; on reading.it, he turned pale
immedialely rang the bell for the servant,
aq{[ inquired who was the b(.:n.rcr of the note,
and whether he was waiting ; the servant an-
swered it was delivired by an elderly gen-

) E
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tleman, who called at the door in a carriage,
said it required no anwwer, and drove off
again with rapidity ; the Countess and my-
sell involuntarily exclaimed, “no ill news 1
hope from Frederich I The Count spoke
ot a word, but thréw the note on the table,
and lef: the room in much agitation; we
both eagerly took it up, aud read as follows:
“Take the advice of a stranger, go toVenice
instantl, and save your son from ruin, if

possible:” soon as I kuew the dreadful im-
port of it, I sunk down upon a sofa and faint-
ed; sol believe would the countess also,
bad not &er kind solicitude for me, recalled
her fleeting senses ; by her assiduous care,
1 was soon a little revived ; she then endea-
voured to subdue her own feclings, that she
might alleviate mine ; she gently”chid me
for thus giving way to them; she pointed
out that whatever the ruin was, which a-
waited him, it ‘was possibly in a father's
power to save him, if bhg proceeded to Ve-
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nice without loss of time; this hope was
strengthened*y the entrance of the Count,
who anfiounced his intention of setting off
the moment post horses could be procured;
soon as the carriage was ready, he took an
affcetionate leave of botl:, hastily departed,
and left us in a state, better felt, than de-

scribed.

We cach cndeavoured to give the other
that consolation, we stood so much in need
of ourselves ; our tears flowed in unison ;
aund in our morning, and evening orisons,
offered a petition to heaven, that the Count
might arrive in time to shield a bcloved son
from the ruin that awaited him ; on the pa-
ture and (\:xtent of ‘which, we dare not ha-
rard a conjecture; melancholy passed our
days, and sleepless our nights, -

’ . . R s’ .

When the Count de Ribement had been
gone 'mote than " thtee, weeks, our impati

Eg
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Gice wie great o hear from him; at the
«xpiration of a month the wished-for letter
arived, which we expected .would either
coufirm or:dissipate our fears 3 it remaincd
sanetime on the table before either cotild
summon courage to break the seal, at length
the Conntess, with trembling harid, unfold-
ed it; “the contents were short and not <a-
tisfactory ; it only contained the informa-
Lo, that the Count had arrived safe at Ve-
nice, and not yet been enabled to find his
son, but had every reason to suppose he was
still there, under an assumed name; this
only redeubled our anxiety, we formed ma-
ny conjectures, but could bring none with-
in the ‘fompnss of probability; we could
not imagine what cause miight induce the
‘son, an. et to the Count de Ribement,
one of-the most ancient houses in France, to
give up that name, of .which he was ance
5o proud, aad edfices] blmself undér a bor-
rowed one; sheronly _idu which took pos-
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sossion of qur minds Was, that he had com-
mitted some wt, against the laws of the
vountry he wasm, and mede use of tlns sub.
térfuge to escape from Jmtice § yet his con-
duct had ever been so :Napﬂnchable, that
we would not suffer such a thought to his
prejudice, to be more than momentary} all
our powers of thinking were exhausted, and
we.determined to wait with as much fortis
tude as possible, untll we should agnin hear
ﬁ'om the Count,

Three wééksmore completed theit slow
course, and no ihtélltgmée”mived j but at
the commencement of the next,"?ate one
evening camuge ’drove up to the door,
and a few moments brought the-Count i into
the room ; the Countess wd ‘myself instant.
ly. exclmmed “ Have you‘ found our ‘deur
Fredesick?. Is hewith. yﬂﬁ“ “He is well,”
replied theﬁount,.“l 1eft hish e Wﬁ«;
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this was spoken with much agitation, his
countenance ‘betrayed his mind was not at
ease; he then threw himself into a chair,
and covered his face with his hands, the
" anxiety of us “both was roused, and we join-
ed in earnest entreaty, that he would eluci-
date the mystery which appeared to hang
over his-son; his mind seemed to labour
'with more than bis tongue dared to give ut-
terance 5 I conjure you,” said the distressed
mother, “say to what cause l-am to attribute
this dreadful silence; something of direful
mspart 8isturbs your pence, #d convulses
your. whole frame ; speak my lord, and ease
nry lmsting heart ;"on my part 1 could not
‘givg utterance to mr‘feelmgs, but stood the
. Wotige of despair ;- the Connit fow appeared
to forget ~bu m wﬁ'enngs,gpn bg:holdmg
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turned from us to disguise his emotions ; it
was some little tine before he was collect-
ed enough to speak ; he then requested us
to command our feelings, and listen to what
he Liad to relate ; we sat down in.bi'cuthl_us
cxpectation, and the Count began as fol-
lows ;—

When I left you, I lost no time in re-
pairing to Venice, and on making enquiries
for Frederick de Ribement, found he had
not been seen at his usual placé of resort,
nor even at the opera, where his love of mu-
sic induced him to be a constanteattepdant,
for more than a fortnight ; by the actount
of a young nobleman, with whom he was
most in the habit of intimacy, I could only
learn, that he suddenly disappeared ffom
the Hotel, in which he lodgeg, and was sup-
posed to have left Venice; I now began to
suspect he had fallen a Yictim to thie stiletto
of some vetetian Bravo; but had it been s0
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lltlwug‘ht that if the offender was not disco-
\'gfed, the Dody would ; and his clothes and
[_)apgi‘s, most probably in such a case, be
found in bis apartments ; ither_cibro hasteu-
.ed to the hotel, and was informed, that one
evening after dusk, he packed up his trunks’
delivered them to two Porters,who put them
into a gondola, aud followed himself imme-
" mediately, without saying whither he was
_ gning; since which, he had not been scen
.at-the Table d’Hote, or any public place,
.. This intelligence relieveg) me from. the
ddread of his being assassinated at Venice,
and § felt a strong premmmcnt 051 cCompar-
mg every circomstance, that he had not
qumed it, s I could not finda paupordhad
beén granted to any person annmriug to his
-name, or descri ptton 1 guereforedetclmm-
ed to remm where I was, ‘hoping some nn.
foreagen ch'cmmtuce wight soon give me-
&clm;, by whnch this mysjetiops cauceal:
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mehnt might be unravelled ; * you may be
well assured every effort was used by s,
for that purpose; at length, worn out with
anxiety, and a fruitless search, I had neavly
vome to the reselution of returning home,
when walking one evening, aftér dusk,zpon
the Rialto, I was met by a tall man evident-
ly disguised ; his eye caught mine, imme-
diately he started, turned round, wrapped
his cloak closer about him, and walked b'ack
the way he came, with the utmost rapidity;’
I followed, fast as possible, but he was '
speedily out of 'sigl;t ;3 the view 1 had of
him was so momentary, and his counfenan.e
0 hidden, that I could not form the rew-
test idea whom he might; but, fron: hiy
manne'r, ] felt confident I was not unknown
to him, and that he had a motivc for avoii?
ing me ;*this could only spﬁng* from some- ’
thing that related to Fredcrlck lny anxmy
consequently redoubled ¢o fihd out this 1 )s-"l

terious stranger; I walked night after nﬂg}lt,
E3
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in the same place, at the same hour, but be
appeared no more ; Isearched every street,
but to no purpose; Isaw so little of his coun-
tenance, when we met, that I could only re-
cognize him by his figure, and dress, and by
the emotions he would then most probably
discover on beholding me once more ; altho’
every effort yet had been unavailing, 1 was
determined to persevere in my search, trust-
ing some fortunate chance might yet bring
us together.. I _

As Y was taking my usual evening walk
-upon the Rialto, my notice was attracted. by
the voice of a female, who was singing.in a
gondola, that was-approaching; the strajns

. were exquisitely fine, she was warbling a
moet path_gt,i:: italian ajr, with great powers
Qf_executioxé,-‘npt.a hreath of wind: was. stie~
ring, consequently every note was most.dis-
tinetly heaed; si) completely engrossed.my.
afteation ; when the gondola came, yetnear-
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er, I perceived it was approaching the shore;
curiosity induced me to endeavour to get a
sight of the fair €yren, who had thus en-
chanted me ; on arriving at the place where
she was about to land, I concealed myself
from observation, under the shade of a por-
tico,and beheld by the reflection of the meon
what apf)eared to be a most beautiful fasei-
Rating woman ; my attention was so wholly
absorbed in looking at her, that I did not at
first notice the person by whom slie was as-
sisted from the gondola; atlength I direct-
ed my observations towards him; but how
great was my surprise, to find in her cont-
panion, an exact resemblance of the mysté-
rious stranger ; the ‘imp‘ulsé of the moniént
urged me forward to know who he was,
but the reflection that he would again fly
from me nibst probably, with hjs formér ra-
pidity; chivcked my advaiicing steps; 1 thén
deterininied to'foMldw hiti' f'a distafice: ke



84 RICARDO,

I might know his residence ; after the whdle
party, which consisted of several more, had
landed, thef walked slowly towards the Pi-
azza of St. Mark, where they separated;
the stranger \vnth the lady on hisar m,whose
musical powers had so delighted mc, turned
into a'street on the left, and I continued to
folloyv them, unobserved, until they came
to a small, but neat villa, in the out-skirts
of the town," the door was opened by a ser-
"va‘nt, they enterell and it again éloscd; 1
was on the point of rushing iu with them,
and deman‘ding an audience ; but when 1
reflected,] was in a country,where the dag-
gerlof the assassin is often steeped in the
blood of its victim with impunity, under
the covert of darkness and that such an
intrusion might possibly cost me my life, 1
determmed to delay my visit, until the next
mornmg i but I rqnamed ‘there some time,
to make obge;vsucms upon the gituation of
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the house, in order that I might not have
any difficulty in finding it again, I then re-
turned to my hotel, with the hope that the
ensuing day would bring me some news of

nty lost Frederick,

I experienced a sleepless night, my
mind being agitated by the many conflict-
ing sensations ; I thonght how visionary
was the hope I indulged, and what a sl
der foundacion I had to build upon; the
man 1 saw enter the house, .migh‘t not be
the one I met upon the Rialto,and evenifhe
‘had, possibly, motives for his conddct, that
did not in the least rclate to me. oo

I began to think I was drpwiﬁg' inifer-
euces from circumstances in which I was
ot warned,“and that I could form no ex-
cuse for intruding myself ilito the presence
of @ stranger,” o such ‘slight- groundy,
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thercfore it would be better to delay the
visit until 1 could find who resided there,

and make some further inquiry.
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‘CHAP. XX.

—-B e

History of Sister Agatha.continued..

Soon as I had breakfasted, I quitted my
Hotel, and directed my steps to the villa I
bad left the preceding evening ; *I deter--
nined in the-first place, to discover whose
habitation it was,.I had too well marked it,
not again to recognize it; a very short
time brought me thither, and after survey-
_ing it,with anxious solicitude, I ‘endeavour-
ed to gain the name of the oceupier frem-
some one passing.by; at’first-my efforts.
were fruitiess, none to whoin I ‘made-appli-
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cation would give me a satisfactory answer;
Cat length a servant came from the housc ;
"on passing me, I stopped him, and asked,
with much impetuosity, who lived there?
the cager, and imperative manner in which
I made the enquiry, at- first startled him,
and he hesitated to answer me, but on slip-
ping a couple of ducats into his hand, he
was disposed to be more communicative ;
that house, he said, is occupied by Signor
Lor'efnzo; who fs the lady that lives with
him ? I demanded; she is Signora Loren-
z0y his wife, the man replied; she wasa
singerlatcly at the Venetian Opera, but af-
' tér her marriage, her husband did not ap-
prove of her continuing ot the stage, there-
fore, &t his desire, she relinquished it; the
gallantry of her former profession however,
mu attaches jto her; ; if the poor b;gnor
knew all, he would not be enamomed
Rtwe this moment "dehvered a billes. Mx $o..
her fifom gny master, “a.youog venetianino-
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bleman, who has made an assignation with
her for this evening; how can this be done
1 rcplied,;vithout the knowledge of her hus-
hand s they say Signor, answércd the man,
charity covercth a multitude of sins, soitis
with her, for she goes out under pretence
of visiting a sick friend ; after eonjuring e
to be secret, as his place depended on' his si-
lenee, which nothing could have broken,
but my liberality, he hastily took his leave,

and in 4 few moments was out of sight,

The account I received of the Inmates
of the villa, convinced me. they could not
give the information I required; I was
therefore walking slo*ly away, when haw
a man in the varhandha ; 5 he stood some-
time, as if absorbed in thought, then:threw
himself on®s seat, und took off his hot té en-.
joy the refreshing bl'eeze; but great mdeed-
was my astonisbmem, when qm this stran- ~
"ger Lbeheld my lost® Frederick ; at fu'sr
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surprise and consternation rendercd me mo-
tionless, but I'soon recovered m‘yse]f, and
entered the gate of'the lawn which was be-
forethe honse; the noiseof openingit alarm-
€¢ him, seeing me approach he disappeared
in an instant ; on trying the door of the vilia,
I found it fastened; I then went to the large
window whichreached the ground, and open-
ed into the varhanda, this was fast also ; at
]enqgth finding ‘I was determined not to go
away without seeing some one, a female
servant came to the door, and requesting to
kg\ow what I wanted; I told her I was in
search of my son, Frederick de Ribement,
-whom I had just szen- to cnter that house ;
there has been no such person here, the ser-
vant replied; then I must see Signor Lo-
renzo ; ucither the Siguor or Signora ace at
"home,was the answer, and at the same time
on attemptwas made to shut the dvor'; such
a barefaced denial roused’ ev‘éry feeling of
mehtmenz, g 4 therefa?e puﬂ;t-d bhick the girl
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before she could effect it, and entered the
house ; I turned to the left into the first
room that was open; there I beheld the
Signora extended on a sofa, with a lute by
her side; on the table was an italian song
she appeared to have been practising, and
.sevéral music books were scattered about
the floor ; it was the form, and figure of the
lady 1 had seen quit the gondola : but the
beautiful crimson which then bloomed on
her cheek, was gone, she now appec’;'ed
pale, haggard, and wan ; this convinced me
she was ihdebted to art, not naturé, for the
roscate hue, which gave to her the’ sem-
blance of beauty at our first meeting ; soon
as I entered, she arode from her recumbent
posture, and haughtily demanded the cause
of this intrusion; I answered she knew the
cause mo\véll ; that I was the father of Fre-
derick de Ribement, come to seck his som;
I know ot such 4 person she replxed rm&h
wiblushing confidence, this house.belongs.to
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Signor Lerenzo, my hushand, and I insict
upon vour quitfing it instantly ; o Teven 1
cxela'med, in a voice of thunder, until 1
have found the object of my search, whom 1
saw not ten minutes since, sctting in the
varhandha ; whether awed by the impassi-
ouecd, and vchement tone in which T utter-
ed the Iast sentence, or from the wich to
divert me from my intention, by the woit
blandishments of her sex, which she well
kne‘w how to use, when shc had any end to
gain, her contracted and angry brow on a
sudden, relaxed, with a fascinating smile,
she refjuested me to be seatcd, and she would
<xplain all she knew about my son, Frede-
rick de Ribcment; she now pretended to re-
collect that a person of that niime, had been
an occasional visitor to‘Signor Lorenzo, but
that he left Venice more than d fortnight
nince ; he dépmed very abruptly, and she
knew not whither he was gone ; infamious
woman ! Lreplied, cease thus to wrifte with
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a father’s feclings, 1 know my son to be in
this houso% and will search every apartment
until 1 find him; Ithen rose, sud ran to the
door of a foom, which wus opposite, and
tp‘houl(l have entered before she could huve -
impeded my efforts, had it not been fasten-
ed ou the inside ; I demanded it to be'open-
ed instantly, when she rushed before me,
and threw herself on her knees, qxclaiming,
Signor, enter not that room I conjure ybu;
my sister lics there at the point of dea;h,,
and is now receiving the last absolution from .
her coufessor ;—convince me it is 56, said I,
by ordering the door to be openéd, l'pm:"--.
mise you I will not disturb so solemn arite;.
1 dare not, she answered, under pain of ex-
communieation.; tired with the various sub- .
terfuges of this syren,iwculd listen to her ne
longer ; Ietherefore applied my faot to the
door, and Wlth one blow, bum it open, ; on
entering 1 mstpntly beheld my poor delud-
ed Frederick ; he stood trembhng before*,
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me with agitation and alarm; pity, com-
passion, anger, by turns took pgicssion of
me, and kept me silent ; before I could suf-
ficiently compose the conflicting sensations
of my breast, and give utterance to my -
thoughts, he was at my feet ; he affection-
ately scized my” hand, and bathing it with
his tears, cried out in an agony of despair,
oh my father, fly me, abjure me, I am no
lunger worthy of you ; I have forfeited all
claim to your affection, have disgraced my
family, by entering into a fatal connection,
which is too firmly rivetted to be dissolved;
1 desited him to rise, and talk calmly on
the Suhject; seeing the Signora close to me,
attentively listening to every word ; Ior-
dered her instantly to quit the*roont, which
shé'reluctantly did, darting at me a look of
indignation ; alas, my Lord; replied Frede-
riek, you never can forgwe me, I' hyve of-
feuded you beyond all bope of ‘it let ‘me
W first the-exteuit ‘of your dfftice, and
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why frou would not see your injured father?
because I have injured him, he said, with
much cmotion, shame would not let we;
“with which he suuk upon a chair, and hid
“his face upon the table; that you are con-
seeted with this woman I answered, I clear-
ly pevceive; if the connection be only tem-
porary, your fault shall be forgiven,and you -
shall once more be received into the bosom
of your family ; a fond mother waits to em-
brace you, and also one to whom you are
bound by honor and affection; I blush to
say, my lord, he answered, thc connection
with Signora Lorenzo, is pernmnent, fam
lawfully married to her then I exclaimed,
you are married to infamy, you have shame-
fully deserted she most virtuous of women,
to unite yourself with qthé vilest; wring
not my heart I conjure you, he repfied,with -
the remembrance of my ingratitude to ore,
1 dare ;mt vame 3  but indeed xluy. lqrd, you:
. wrong the Signora, for fet her faults be what
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they.may, her fidelity to me cannotbe ques-
tioned; at this credulity I could bear no
mwre, but called out vehemently, ‘%rederick
you arc the victim of déception, shc.is the
most wbandoned of her sex, for this very
evéhing she has made an assignation, with
a\yuung venetian nobleman ; watch her and
you wiil be convinced of it; he answered it
i impossible, she cannot be thus base; if
s0, my lord, she must be the worst of hypo-
crites, as her affection for me has ever ap-
peared so pure, zu_'iﬁase, and ingenuous ; |
then told bhim, T knew it from the ‘vost un-
doubged authority, having spoken with the
servant, by whom she sent.the assignatior: ;
and that he must cither give up this woman
a3.a Wife, or me as a futher; he begged to
await the trial of that evening, when i he
found my informaiion correct,*he would
pro€ure a dlvorce, and mstantly le&we her ;

, being confident of the truth of i it, I agreed
to abn,dc; g;he issue.
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I then inquired why he had assumed a
borrowed name? hereplied, having disgraced
the noble hame of De Ribement, by marry-
inga womaﬁ, whom I never could raise to
my own station, I determined to sink into
her’s under the humbler one of Lorenzo ; 1
thought, when you should hear the circum-
stance, you would immediatcly come in
scarch of me, and this name would better
enable me to conceal myself, from the scru-
tinizing cye of an injured parent; I knew by
an anonymous note, yon-would have speedy
Information of it, therefore was not surprised
when I met you upon the Rialto; I was in-
duced to hope, tha,t I had not been re;ogni-
zed, and as you could get no information of
me, you would soon quit Venice ; after which
I intented to have written to you, from some
other place and to keep from you, long as
possible, ; 'seéret, the knowledge of which, I
was certain would wring the hearts of all my
friends, with anguisl.x unspeakable : being

F
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well conviu'ced that very night would dis-
close to him, the perfidy of this abandoned
woman, I used no farther argument, but
took my leave, desiring he would call at my
Hotel, the next morning with the result;
this he promised to do most faithfully.

On opening the door of the apart-
ment, 1 saw t!:e glimpse of some one gliding
hastily away, concluding it might be one of
the servants of the house, I thought no more
of it, but left the villa, with a mind more at
ease, than it had been for some time past ;
feeling assured Frederick would now break
off thfs degrading connection, retrieve his
honor, pledged to you, and restore that peace

" to his anxious parents, which he had depriv- y
ed them of, by his folly; impressed by this
idea, I passed a calm, and placid day, amus-
ing myselfyy vigwing the splended buildings
of Vemce, whlch before was unnoticed by
me; I first "Went to the Palace of St. Mark,



THE OUTLAW. 99

and beheld with admiration the grandeur of
its Piazza; the beauty of the Rialto next
attracted _my attention, and I gazed with
wonder at the extent, and symmetry of its
noble arch; I contemplated the magnificent
marble palaces, raising their proud and lofty
heads, as it were from the bosom of the wa-
ters ; I was much gratificd also with the gai-
ety of the scene on the canal, where nume-
rous gondolas, crouded with groupes of
fascinating females were passing; some were
accompanied by bands of music “when to
the soft flute, the silve;' oars kept time”’ as
they glided majestically along ; after having
amused myself with the sight of every thing
I thought worthy of observation, I returned
to the Hotel, and on retiring to. bed enjoy-
ed that sound sleep to which I'’had long been
a stranger.
. % ' . .

In the morning I awoie with invigora-

ted strength, and spirits ; I'bad but julé
: Fe
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breakfasted, when Frederick made his ap-
pearance ; I saw by his countenance, before
he spake, the result of the trial ; soon as he
was seated, he told me the Signora was in-
nocent, for she had remained at home all the
evening, teving with the most affectionate
solicitude, to sooth his troubled mind; she
has indeed been slandered, he continued, and
I trust my Lord, you will now be convinced
of her innocence ; I answered, with much
vehemence, no, more than ever of her per-
. fidy; she certainly overheard our conversa-
" tion, for I saw some one quit the door of the
room hastily, as I opened it, and this alone

preveited her keeping the assignation ; she
* well knew that at any time she could impose
on your credulity; no longer remain under
the influence of this syren, break the fatal
spell, which binds you to her, return with
m2 to the arms of an affectionate mother, and
to the lnjurbd Mademoiselle St. Alme; Fre-
derick attempted to urge, that even in that
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case he could not make you the rccompense
he ought, as the Signora was legally his wife;
I, in vain repeated to him, that, I could im-
mediately procure sufficient evidence of her
infamy, to obtain a divorce from her; but
such was his infatuation, that no argument
of mine could convince him, this abandoned
woman was not a paragon of virtue; to see
him thus the dupc of her cunning, caused
more pity in my breast, than anger; I there-
fore coolly told him, my mind was most com-
pletely made up on the subject, and that he
must either relinquish the father or the wife;
I added you need be under no qualms.of con-
science, about quitting this woman, as when
she finds your remittances from me cease,
which mustbe the case, if you continue with
her, and you can no longer supply her pro-
digality,’she will quit you, to sek- her for-
tune elsewhere, with the first fond fool, she
can entangle in hei snares, .whom she will
lead to ruin as shd has you; I give you
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twenty-four howsto consider of it, if you
do not return by this time to morrow, with
the intention to accompany me to Paris, 1
shall suppose you have made your election
to remain here, and quit Venice immediate-
ly, that I may strive to forget I have a sonso
degenerate 3, Fyederick said no more, but
wringing my hand in silent agony, left the
room.

In the course of the day I endeavoured
to gain some information about this woman;
I found she was born at Palermo of respect-
able parents, who spared neither pains, or

"expence in her education 3 thatshe was for-
merly most beautiful, accomplished, and fas-
cinating ; to this was attributed her ruin;
for when very young she was seduced from
her Hine, and the paths of virtde; being
soon abandoned by her seducer, she was
obliged to proﬁt by her accomplishments,

for her support, as her imreng were inexord-



THE OUTLAW. 103

ble ; having a fine voicg, and being taught
to sing by the ﬁrst maskshe was engaged
for the opera at Naples her attractions drew
the attention of many young noblemen, with
whom she led a very dissipated life; being
possessed of the most consummate art, she
was more than once, upon the point of draw-
mg them into marriage ; %t as she found
her character began to be too well known at
Naples, she quitted it; and became a per-
former at the venetian opera, where my poor
Frederick was the victim of her duplicity;
‘after marriage she left the stagé; but her
conduct was now if possible more gbandon-
ed than béfore; her int;'igues were multifa-
rious, but she was so complete a mistress of
deception, that she made her ill-fated part-
. ner believe she was a pattern of conjugal fi-
delity ;.hér object in gaining a huspamd ap-
peared to, be only a cover to her v.l%é"s, and
8 shelter from her creditds; I here could
not help ejaculating in mental agony, and is
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it for such a woman that Frederick De Ribe-
ment has sacrified his rank in life, his bonor,
and his name !

The remainder of the day was passed,
as you may well suppose, in the most con-
flicting scnsations ; at breakfast the next
morning Fi'edeﬁ%l\ appeared not ; 1 waned
in great anxiety until the evening, still he
did not come; I then thought my longer
stay would be useless, and that I must trust
to time alone to discover to him the real cha-
racter of this woma'm; I therefore early the
ensuing day left Venice, with an aching

heart, on my return home.

The Count had now finished his melan-
choly story ; I could conccal my feelings no,
longeseghe conviction that Fredexick had
not ﬁj abandoned me, butwas attached to
another, overpbwered me, and I again fell

back on the sofa withoyt life ‘or motion; I
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soon after began.to talk in, the most incohe-
rent manner ; when I became more rational,
I found myself in bed, my mother, and the
Countess watching me, with tenderest anxi-
ety; it was more than three weeks before I
could be removed home ; sorrow and despair
wereso strongly depicted iwy«countenance,
that it was apprehended by all, I must sink
under the poignancy of my grief.

After some weeks, 1 was slowly emer-
ging from a state of convalescence, when I
had another dreadful trial to sustain, which
brought on a severe relapse; soon & I was
at all collected, I requested my brother,the
Chevalier St. Alme might. not be informed
of what had happened, as I well knew his
‘affection for me, added to his high sense of
honour,would instantly induce hit %nge
my wrongs, by calling Frederick to such an
account as might terminate. fatally for one,
or;both of them ; Sf. Alme was with his re--

Fs3
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gime;)t at Lyons; but such a circumstance
gccurring betweent wo noble families, could
not be concealed from a busy world; the
report, after some weeks, reached his ears,
he immediately obtaingd leave of absence,
and set out on his journey to Paris, to as-
certain the truth of it; he had got within
two leagules, when he overtook the discon-
solate Frederick, who was also on his road
thither ; soon as the ‘Signora saw that her
husband was no longer enabled to support
her, and that his father” had rigidly adbered
to his resolution of sending no more remit-
tancet, she became less assiduous to pre-
‘serve his good opinion, took no pains to con-
ceal her real character, and at length eloped
from him, with a neapolitan music master ;
now convinced of her infamy, he determin-
ed w‘*ﬁbt&in a divorce, return to his offend-
- ed parents; and, if possible, make his peace.
with me; there still migfut have been hap-
piness within our reac‘b; but alas’| the‘futai
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rashness of St. Alme destroyed it for ever ;
soon as he overtook Frederick, he commu-
nicated the report he had heard, and demand-
ed the truth of it; bis silence and confusion
confirmed it more than words could have
done ; my brother would not listen-to any
explanation, but insisted upon avenging a
sisters’ wrongs on the spo;; all expostula-
tion with St. Alme, was vain, and useless ;
fired with rage and indignation at the in-
sult offered to his fumily, he branded his an-
tagonist with the name of coward; who,
hasty and impetuous, instantly dismourfted,
a* they retired into a wood by tl\n side of
the road ; after a short combat, St. Alme
proving to be the better swordsman of the
two, Frederick was run through the body,
and immediately expired ; my unfortunate
brother ,dropped a-tear over the remains of
his friend, then rode to Paris with the ut-
most speed, angl after contihunicating the
fatal result of the duel to his parents, left
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them. immediately, before the circumstan-.
ces could be known publicly, that he might
conccal himself, until his pardon from the

king, was obtained.

I was not-permitted to see him.or even. -
to know that he was there, lest'the news of
this distressing event might be too much
for my yet weak, and feeble frame.

The Count-de Ribement was prepared :
by letter to expect Frederick, when the
dreadful information of his death was re-.
ceived ; .grief at first absorbed every: othﬁr'
feeling, but anger; at the rashness of my
brether, succceded to.it; the disconsolate -
father.found they were seen together a few
minutes. previous to the duel; consequent-.
ly there: coyld be little doubt butcFrede-
rick had fallen by the hand of St. Alme ;—
he conceived: himself compelled by the
honor of his bouse, and.the memory of his.
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son,. to demand justice on his murderer;
for being without seconds, he considered
the survivor in this sanguinary conflict, in
no other light; he repaired to the royal
presence, and personally made kis request
to His Majesty; in consequence of which,
orders were immediately issued, and alarge
reward offered for the apprehension of my
ill-fated brother; he was deprived of his
commission, declared an out-law, and de-
scriptions. of his person were sent to all the.
sea-ports, and frontier towns, to pi'evmthis
quitting the kingdom ; he however ba'ti.ﬂéd
every effort of his pursuers, and when I'
came to this place had not been-heard of,
The great depression-of spirits so mani-
festly evident in both my parer;ts, convine-
ed me there was some hiddem cause,.of
which I was kept ir. ignorance, that 5reyed
upon their. mirids, and appeared to be fast
sinking them-into the silentgrave;. ifi-vain
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I begged to be made a participator in their
sorrows; in vain I requested to share their

grief, but the subject was always evaded.

At length my mother, in a paroxism of
anguish, dropped some expressions that servs
ed as a clue to guide me to the fatal truth ;
1t was two much for me to bear, my scarce-
ly renovated frante was not equal to such a
trial, to such an accumulation of afflictions;
a fever, accompanied with delirium, seized
ne, and I remained many days, without a
hope of recovery; my parents in speechless
agony,cwere hourly expecting the termina-

“tion of my exi;tence; at length I fell into a
sound sleep, to which 1 had long been, a
stranger ; 1 remained so twenty-four hours,
and when | awoke, although very feeble,

‘,‘my senses were pé'rfec%ly restored.; a dawn

" of hope was now indulged by my disconso-

 late friends, andl & few more days brought
them the pleasing mssusance, that I wagout
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of danger; my first effort, soon as my weak
state would admit, was to offer the effusions
of a grateful heart to that Being who had
thus, a second time, preserved me on the
brink of eternity,

After the most mature reflection, I de-
termined to quit a wox‘;ld in which I had ex-
perienced so much affliction, and dedicate
myself for ever to my God ; my parents al-
though they wished I had not taken such a

resolution, did not oppose it.

'I therefore soon after commgneed my
novitiate in this convent, and, at the end of
the time allowed for my probation, took
the veil ; nor have I once repented this step,
all my happiness being buried in the grave
of Frederick, the world was no, more to me,
and here my mind, entirely devoted'to Hea-
ven, has acquired a peace?’and tranquility,
I never otherwisescould have attained,
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- Thus sister Agatha finished her sad sto-
ry, and often during the reeital they blend-
ed their tears together.
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CHAP. XXI.
L L

AxgELA had some cenfused idea of having:
heard the name of St. Alme before, but she
could not at first recollect where ; at length,
she remembered seeing it on a fragment of
a letter left on the floor of Ricardo’s room, '
the morning after the Castle had been at-
tacked by the soldiers; the words she now
was assured were these “alas my too unfor-
tunate S¢. Alme,’; this again brought her
generous deliverer into her mind ; when she
silently conjectured that Ricardo must have
been thelost brother’ of sister Agatha! there
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was certainly an elegance in his manners,
which spoke him of superior birth ; she for-
bore however to mention her ideas on the
subject, as even if he were so, she could
give of him no satisfactory account.

o Six months had pessed in this peaceful
retreat, when one glqrnihg she received a
letter from her mother, by the hand of her
faithful Janet, communicating the intelli-
gence, that the Baron Fitzormond was no
more ; he was seized with an apoplectic fit
at breakfast, which rendered him senseless,
and.in a few bours occasioned his death; al-

" 80, as there now was no reason for her lon-
ger continuance in the convent, it was the
wish of the Baronesss that she should pre-
pare to quit it the next day; a letter was
sent to the Lady- Abbess to that effect ; -al-
though the father of Angela hiad been latter-
ly a most pﬁﬁntural one, yet.she felt his
death severely,; the tears of filial duty fast
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trickled down her pheek, as a mournful tri;
bute to the memory of her lost parent; to
lose him while under the weight of his dis-
pleasure, to die unrecenciled to her, gave
her susceptible breast an additional pang ;
her sorrow was however in some degree as-
suaged when she found it was now in her,
power to quit the cqfjyent, and that she
should be enabled to devote her future days,
to “comfort the declining years of her vene-
rable mother,

The Lady Abbess did not so much regret
the loss of Angela, as of the prospect of ha-
ving the Fitzormond estate added to the al-’
ready rich endowments of the convent of St.
Clair; immediately on receiving the letter,
she sent for the young Novice, and addressed
her thus:

I thought, dai'tghter,-wﬁen.xdu entered
this koly plate, ydur mind had been fully
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made up to abjure this world, and devotc
yourself to another ; piety and’ resignation
were strongly imprinted on your counte-
nance, and I did hope in your hcart also;
you are now invited by your mother to quit
these walls for ever; but remember there is
One whose commands are superior to her’s;
a voice from heavethcalls‘ upon you to fulfil
your holy intention, and devote yourself for
ever to yoﬁr God ; return not again, 1 con-
jure you, to a world, where your youth,and
inexperience-may lead you into many temp-
tations, which the syren pleasure scatters in
your path, to draw you from your duty; in
" this peaceful solitude, care, and anxiety are
unknown; the mind weaned from every
earthly connection, enjoys repose here, the
sure harbinger of felicity hereafter; yield
not, my daughter, to this temptation, but
exercise the noblest self denial, by adhering
strictly to your first resolution ; let not your
fortitude be shaken. o
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Angela, with humility, but firmness,
replied,—in compliance with the commands
of a father, I came hither, not as a boarder,
which 1 wished to do, but entered on my no-
vitiate, much against my inclination; for it
was then, as now, my fixed detcrmination,
never to take the veil; Heaven, I am as-
sured, requires no votaries, but voluntary
ones; inclination must@accompany the sa-
crifice, or it cannot be accepted ; my heart
revolts against it, and I dare not be guilty
of the profanation, to make a vow, with my
lips, which my soul abjures : impious girl !
‘exclaimed the lady Abbess, thy crime be on
thy head; and immediately quitted the
room, mortificd at the disappointment, with
which she had met.

Angela passed the remainder of the day
in the cefl of sister Agatha, who"congratu-
lated her most sincerely on P.eing about to
be restored ti' the society of those she loved ;
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may the dawn of your felicity, she said, be
never clotded by the sorrows which have
driven me from the world; mine were not
light and transitory, but fixed and perma-
nent; hopeless and incurable; the wounds
of my yet bleeding heart could only be alle-
viated by religious retirement ; these two
friends had gained so much upon each other,
during their residegce together, as to ripen
regard into sisterly affection; their minds
were cast ina congenial mould, consequent-
ly both felt great pain at the approaching
separation.

' Angela attended vespers for the last
time; for the last time her melodious voice,
in unison with the full toned organ, was*®
heard there, with unaffected piety, and de-
-votion, offering up the hymn of grati'ude,

‘and praise to lier Creator. ‘

At lengtlf the moming arrived, which
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was to take her from thence for ever; she
now no longer appeared in the habit of a no-
vice, but resuined the dress in which she
first entered the convent; sister Agatha
left her not a moment ; they remained to-
gether until the carriage of the Baroness
was announced ; the trial of parting was se-
vere:* long they continued locked in the
arms of each other, at Jength Angela sum-
moned fortitude enough to tear herself away,
and left her companion in a state more easy
to be felt, than described ; she gave her hand
to each of the sistérhood, who were assem-
bled to take leave of her, made a formal
courtesy to the lady Abbess, which she
hardly deigned to return, and then, accom-
panied by Janet, got into the carriage which

was waiting,

Angela had eﬁdeavouned so stifle ber
emotions in the presence of her friend, but
no sooner was she out of sight of the convent,
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than she gave way to the affectionate feelings
of her heart; Janet was astonished to see
her mistress in tears, when she imagined
there was so much more cause for joy, than
grief; I think madam, she said, you have
been so long within these dreary walls, and
so much with these odious nuns, that you
have an inclination to be one yourself; and
had you been there a little longer, I do not
supposc, we should have persuaded you to
have returned amongst us again; for my
part it gives me the horrors to look at thesc
nuns, peeping through a grate, like a felon,*
with their black and dismal.dresses; if all
~were offmy mind, not the walls of a nunnery

should be left standing in France.

Angela was so absorded in the recol-
lection of her lost friend, to her for ever
lost, and of*the probability of her being the

“sister of ilicard?, that she heard not the sim-
ple prattle of Janet, who did not ecase talk-
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ing, until tllt: carriage stopped at the door of
the Baroness ; no sooner was Angela alight-
cd from it, thanshe found herself in the arms
of the best of mothers ; although the Baron
had not been latterly cither a good husband,
or kind father, vet they regretted his loss
scverely ; all his faults were buried in the
grave, and his virtues alone lived in their
remembrance, the manuer of his death ad-
ded much to their grief; when the mind is
prepared for the loss of those most dear to
us by a long sickness, the blow is expected,

consequently the keenness of our sorrow is
in some degree amcliorated ; but when re-
“moved, in one sad moment, from health,
strength, and life, to death, it falls with dou-
ble force. .

‘'The Baron was conveyed to the tomb
of his ancestors, with the splendor due to his
rank; there being no maleheirto the House
of Fitzormond, his daughter succeeded to

G
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the hereditary estate, and soon as her spirits
were in some degree composed, she ordered
the steward to attend her, that she might be
cnabled to inspect into her deceased father’s
affairs ; she found the estate was cncumber-
ed with a heavy mortage; and that the fa-
mily mansion in Normandy was in so dilapi-
dated a condition, that the Baron had not
been able to inhabit it for several years, but
constantly resided in his house at Metz ; his
pride would not permit him, to curtail his
expences, notwithstanding the estatedescen-
ded to him much embarrassed ; he kept up
evep a supericr cstablishment to his ances-
tors, and lived in a style of splendor, and mag-
nificence, which contributed to involve hig
in greater difficulties.

- Angela determined to pyrsue a very
different course from her father; the shew
‘ ofgrandeur'sand ostentation ill accorded with
her humble, unambkitious mind ; she imme-
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diatcly came to the resolution of reducing
her establishment and living in solitude,
with her only surviving parent, until the
encumbrances on the estate were removed,
and the family mansion rebuilt in its ancient
splendor ; she consequently discharged most
of the domestics,ixﬁmediately sold all the nu-
merous horses, and carriages, except one
chariot, which she retained for the use of the
Baroness, and herself.

Every hour was devoted by Angela, to
soothe, with filial duty, the declining ycars
of a beloved mother ; their grief, for the loss
they had sustained, was mellowed down by
the lenient band of time, to an aﬁ‘ectionat‘e
remembrance ; and they lived in a calm, and
peaceful serenity, which, aided by religion,
gave them a felicit\y, pure, and unalloyed, to
which they had long been strangers.

»
As Ellen had freguently written to the
G 2
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3

Baroness, to inquire about her amiable young
friend, in whose happiness she felt so deeply

interested. .

Angcla now acquaiuted her, in a long
letter, with the change that had taken
place in her situation, and future destiny;
and sent it, by a trusty messenger to War-
burgh' Castle ; she received, in return, a
large packet from the Countess, congratula-
ting heron her present prospects, and severe-
ly fumenting so great a distance separated
them from each other ; she also mentioned
her iptentionof being at Paris in the ensuing
summer, where she hoped Angela would
meet her, and anticipated the delight suclg.'
a meeting would give to each ; much, she
saia, have the Count and myself regretted
the loss of those happy days, we passed in
your ‘society ; I have sighed in vain for the
friend of my gouth, the swcet companion of
my walks ; 1 have trgced each spot, where
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we have rambled together, but, alas! the
prospect faded to my view, no longer anima-
ted by your discriminating eye, your cnliven-
ing smile; in reality we feel but one thing
wanted to complete our happiness, which is
to have you with us again; would to Hea-
ven you were ever an inmate of Warhurgh
Castle: although your duty to anaffectionate
parent will not allow you to reside constant-
ly, yet I hope you will accompany us hither
from Paris, and make a temporary visit ; the
hope, however I fear, is a very faint and de-
lusive one, without I can prevail on the Ba-
roness to be of the party; to her,.l hardly
dare make the request, asl am apprehens'ive
1 could not tempt her to take so long a
journey.

The Copntess alsoinformed Anggla, that
M‘Donald had not forgotten his promtse, as
he sent a vessel lately, on purpoﬁe to inquire
after her; he wrote ward that the old Laird
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and his rﬁother were no more, they died with-
in a few days of each other, full of years, and
good works; one grave received them both,
amidst the general lamentations of the whole
Island; Miss M<Donald continued to reside
with her brother, and joincd him in every

affectionate remembrance. ~

Sandy and Moggy were as well as their
time of lifc would admit, and begged their
grateful acknowledgements for some sub-
stantial proofs of Angela’s regard, which had
reached them safely, and enabled them to
live rvith less labor, than they had done; they
als; expressed their gratificatiod for some
little presents from Janet, enclosed in those
ofnhcr mistress ; they hoped to see their
daughter once more, before they died.

[ [y

Angela had long promised her humble,
butfaithful fiiend, that when they next wereat
Warburgh Castje, ske should from thence,
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take a trip to the Orkneys; although Janet
was equally anxious with her parents, that
they might again meet, yet she wished to
make but a short stay, as the drea}incss of
the Island, and the humblecottage of Sandy,

would but ill accord with the scenes she had
witnessed.

Perhaps with parental affection, a
spark of pride might be blended, and
strengthen the wish of again seeing her na-
tive shore ; she anticipated, without doubt,
the pleasure she would have, in shewing the
companions of her early years, how the raw
scotch girl had been mgtamorphosed into
the lively falkative french woman (for by the
assistance of her mistress she nowspoke that
language fluently) and to display td their

wonderi:ng cyes, all the finery she had ac~
= quired.

A tcar rolled down the cheek of Angela,
e
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as a grateful tribute to the memory of her
generous host, and hostess ; the kindness of
the old Laird had never been forgotten by
her, nor that of Mr. M¢Donald ; she recol-
lected, with pleasure, the ffiendly atiention
she had received from the whole family, their
hospitality, goodness, and although last, not
least in her remembrance, the unaffected pi-
ety, with which they offered up their morn-
ing, and evening orisons, to that beneficent
Power, who sces the motive with the act;
Angela reflected also that under the severe
* pressure of affliction, the sad event must oc-
casion to their affectionate relatives, yet it
would. 'be a healing balm of consolation to
the wound, when they remembered their true
sense of religion here,would ensure an eter-
nal reward hereafter.
e ¢
Some months passed away in peaceful
tranquility, the Baroness viewed, with ineffa-

bledelight, the ripening virtues of her daugh-
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ter’s mind, as they gradually were disclosed
advancing to maturity ; and Angela felt
much pleasure in administering every com-
fort, and consolation, to her excellent mo-
ther.
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CHAP. XXII.

-2

ONE svening, when Angela, according to
her usual custom, was amusing the Baronazss,
by playing, and singing some of her favonte
airs, a lotid knocking was heard at the hall
door, and immediately after, a servant cnter-
ed to inform her, that he had just shewn a
geutleman, in deep mourning, into another
room, who said he wished to speak with her,
on business of the utmost importance’; both
mother and dauo'hter were astonished, and
lost in conJecture ; Who it might be, they
could not possibly divine ; they had lived in
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such utter seclusion, since the death of the
Baron, that the sudden appearance of a stran-
ger made them feel a degree of timidity, the
result of their late solitary habits, which was
formerly unknown to them; they at length
agreed, Angela should not sec him alone;
but that the strarger should be conducted
into the room, where the Baroness, and her-
self were sitting ; on entering, he bowed to
cach, and respectfully presented Angela with
a scaled packet ; soon as she turned her eyes
upon the seal, she beheld the well khown
arms of Steinbergh; fired with indignation,
she returned it unopened, to the begrer, and
sitid, “tell your employer, that Angela Fitz-
ormond will never again hold any commu-
nication with the Baron Steinbergh; and
desire him, on his peril, no longer to perse-
cute me;"” alas madam, replied ghe stranger,
he will never again persecute any one, for
the Baron is no more; he Paid the debs of
nature, about a wetk since, and in his last
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moments, desired this packet might be
brought to you, soon as it convenicntly could
be done, after his deccase; when Angela
heard this, she received the packet again,
and with a trembling band broke the seal;
the writing indicated to be that of a person,
who, from extreme debility, could, with dif-
ficulty, hold the pen; it was so illegibly
written, that it took somc time to decypher-
it; at length she was able tq trace the ful-.
lowing words:

“ As some recompense for the anxicty
“ have caused you, and the injuries you
“ have sustained on my account, injuries,
« wbu,h, but for the signal interposition of a
“ divine Providence, would have cost you
¢ your life; and with the hope that this act
“ will manifest my sincere repentance, also
“ obtain not only your forgiveness, but that
“of an offended ‘Deity, .ﬁt whose dread tri-
¢ bunalI must soon appea, I have bequ‘eath«
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“ed to you my estate in Bohemia, which is.
“ the only one, not entailed, and all the per-
“sanal property I die possessed of ; consist:
“ ing of money, plate, jewels, household fur-
“.nitm'e, horses, carriages &c. to be totally at.
“your own disposal: in testimony thereof, I
“have signed this in the presence of two
“ competent witnesses,

Steinbergh.”’

Angela was, at first motionless with
su;'prise, she read it again and again: and
for a long time could only believe it an illu-
sion ; she perceived by the colour ofthe ink,.
and disjointed sentences, that it had been
_written at different times, and evidently in
great pain ; on further inquiry of the mes-
'senger, he told her the Baron had been long
ill, but he harboured delusive hopes of his
recovery, until within a few days of his dis-
solution, when his dangerbetame too evident
for him any longel to doubt is; he conse-
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quently then begau seriously to think of sett-
ling all his worldly concerns; after baving
directed his will to be made in her favor, he
was anxious to write the enclosed, which he
did supported by pillows, and with extreme
difficulty ; soon as he had finished, his mind
felt more at ease, and the next morning he
expired, apparently a true penitent; also
that the packet was previously in his pos-
session, with striet injunctions to dcliver it
himself as directed ; Angecla, lifting up her
cves to Heaven in gratitude, exclaimed,
“peace to thy ashes, urhappy man, may God
grant ‘you that forgiveness, which I have
done long since;”the messenger then request-
ed to know her commands relative to the
pro}aerty left her ; Angela answered, the bu-
siness was so sudden, and unexpected, that
she could ndt compose her mind sufficiently
at present, 10 give any directions, but that
he should soon b:: informed of her wishes by
letter; after having left his address, and tel-
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ling her he was steward to the late Bavon,
also that she might rely the utmost care of
every thing should be taken until he recciv-

cd her orders, he respectfully took his leave.

'The Baroness was as much surprised at
this event as her daughter, and rejoiced no
less at it ; it came so sudden, that had not
the written evidence of the fact been before
her, she would have doubted the reality ; one
thing alonereconciled the gift to Angela, that
was, the Baron left no relatives, in which
case nothing would have prevented her mak-
ing restitution of the property to tho%e who
were more justly entitled to it; she received
no other pleasure from riches, than as afford-
ing the means of doing more extensive good;
her first object would now be to gratify im--
mediately; what she knew was thé desire of -
her deceased father, that of removing the
encumbrances on the family ;;state, rebuild-
ing the mansion in its ancient magnificence,
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and making such addition, by purchasc, as
would cause the house of Fitzormond to raise
its diminished kead, and shine with a splen-
dor far superior, to what it had done in its

..

days of prosperity.

Although Angela felt herself compelled,
by filial duty, thus to renovate the sinking
fortuncs of her family, yet the pomp of state,
and shew, would lessen, not add to her felici-
ty; her mind was free from ambition, and in
retirement she found her greatest happiness;
a happiness, far superior in her estimation,
to any.other ; but she was sensible, that as
-heiress of a noble house, with now a2 much
increased property, it became an imperious
duty not to remain entirely in seclusion, but
;bkgep up the dignity of her illustrious an-
cestors, by taking her rank in that society,
she. was formed to adorn ; though painful to
her feelings, she knew the sacrifice must be,
made. . ¢
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AfterAngela had consulted with her mo-
ther, she determined vo send herown steward
immediately to take charge of the personal
property left her, and to convert itinto cash;
except the Daron’s family plate, which she
conceived disposing of, would be a disgrace
to the noble armorial bearings engraved up-
on it, and an unpardonable slight of the
memory of the donor; the jewels, for the
same reason, she resolved not to part with ;
some few of tighorses were also to be kept
for her own incrcased establishment: after
the steward bad made this arrangement, he
was to procced to the estate in Bohemia, to
examine into the condition of the t'enant's,
and to assure them every thing that was Jjust,.
and reasonable should be done by her, to
render them comfortable and happy, while
they contmued to merit it; he was also de-
sired to dnstnbu te aliberal donatwc, amongst

the vassals of the deceased B}\ron‘.
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The religious, and contemplative mind
of Angela daily offered up her heart-felt
thanks to the great Disposer of all human
events, for the late bountiful gifts bestowed
upon her, and prayed most fervently that
this accession of wealth might be properly
uscd by her, in contributing to the charita-
ble and benevolent purpose of relieving the
distresses of her fellow creatures ; she hoped
her heart would never be corrupted by in-
creased possession, but that '.e might con-
sider it, as a talent intrusted to her charge,
not alone for the benefit of herseif,' but to
share it with the afllicted, by healing the
sorrows of the widow, and wiping away the
tears of the orphan ; no longer allowing pe-
nury and want, to be inmates of their dwel-
ling.

With this pleasing prospect _bt;fore her,
he mind of Angela was calm, and composed,
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she thercfore hastened to fulfil the duty she
owed to friendship, by acquainting the carly
‘eompanion of her youth, with the gooJ for-
tune which had lately attended her; she
wrote the Countess Warburgh a long, and
most affectionate letter, anticipating the
pleasure of meeting her at Paris in a short
time, which she before despaired of, as the
Baroness felt an aversion to again mixing
with the society of the metropolis, and An-
gela’s sense ¥ duty would on no accout, in -
duce her to leave her only surviving parent,
although strongly urged by her mother to
that effect ; but as this accession of wealth,
in somedegree compelled her to em.erge from
obscurity, and appear as the heiress of the
illustrious Housc of Fitzormond ; also as it
was a necessary etiquette that she should be
preseted at court, and by whom could she
with more propriety be presented than by
the veuerable Baroness, who on this occasion

consentedsto accgmpany her daughter ; she



140 RICARDO,

had now the gratification of assuring her be-
loved Ellen, that she would certainly be at
Puris,' early in the next summer, where she
should expect the Count and Rer¥elf.

After the lapse of a few weeks her faith-
ful Steward returned, having duly executed
the commands of his mistress ; she found bj
him that the property far exceeded her most
sanguine expcctations, as the Baron bhad
large sums both in the Banks ¢"Wienna, and
England; also that the estate in Bohemia
wasof much greater value thanshe su;)poseds
the‘sm?.]lest tenants were living in a state
of poverty and wretchedness, heavily oppres-
sed by their landlord, asd that oppression.
increased by the villainy of the Baron’s agent,
who subjected them o every species of ex-
tortion ; the liberal gift that Angela had de-
sired might be distributed amengst the vas-
sals, was a genergsity they’ had been- &0
totglly unaccustomed to, that they were
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struck with mute,wonder, and astonishment ;-
they considered it the hand of bounteous
leaven, extended for their relief; not an
cye but was bathed in tears of gratitude ;
not a tongue butinplored blessings unnum-

bered on their benefactrix.

Angela, feeling for the distresses of her
tenants, and anxious to mitigate then, gave
an immediate order for the dismissal of the
present agent and sent the eldest son of Pgr
steward to supply his place; she also direct=
.ed their exorbitant rents to be reduced to.
what was fair, and equitable; thus making
-the noblest use of riches, by admInistering -
to.the wants, and adding to the comforts of
all around her ; she was not less attentive to
' the wantg of her tenants, and dependants on
the domains of the Fitzormond estate, her
bounty was also extended most Hberally to
them ; she renovated the 3ged, exhilarated .
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the young, and diffused peace, content, and

happiness amongst cvery family.

The winter glided away, in the zocicty
of her affectionate mother, swifter than An-
gela wished ; she was so fond of solitude,
and retirement, that she felt as little incli-
nation as the Baroncss, to mix with the bus-
tle of a court, and the society which her
rank in life would compel her to enter into;
the greate;t pleasure she aniicipated, was
that of again beholding her beloved Ellen ;
she now ulmost daily expected a summons
to that effect ; her cxpectations were soon

gratificd, for at the commencement of the
ensuing monfh, she received a letter from
the Countess to say, that the Count, and her-
self were arrived at Paris, and they hoped
the Baroness, with Angela would take the
earliest o]);;ortunity of joining the:g there;
it was however, necessary to remain a short
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time longer at Metz, until every thing was
arranged relative to the immediate rebuild-
ing of the Fitzormond mansion; soon asthat
was settled, and avant courier was dispatch-
cd to Paris, to procure an hotel for their re-
ception, and with a letter to the Countess
Warburgh containing the welcome intelli-
gence, that Angela, and her mother would
commence their journey thither in a week
at longest; a new travelling chariét was
bought for thrgccasion, and as they intended
going themselves, by easy stages, the coach
was to proceed with all possible expedition,
taking all the servants, with the exception
of Janet, who had permission to aécompany
her mistress ; at the appointed time, they
commenced their journcy, and on the even-
ing of the fourth day arrived at Paris, when
they were driven to an hotel in the Rue St.
Honor%, which had been previ'ously' prepa-
red for them, and immediately afterwards
Angela found herself fast locked in the em-



144 RICARDO,

brace of the Countess Warburgh, who with
the Count,, her husband, was waiting to re-
ceive them ; for some moments these two
friends were insensible to every thing but
the happincss they felt at this meeting ; the
Baroness, and the Count who were strangers
‘to each other, remained silent spectators
of the scene; Ellen soon recollecting the
circumstance, and said, my dear Warburgh,
let me introduce you tothe excellent mother,
of my best, and earliest fgidud; but here,
she added, turning to Angela, you want no
introduction, and I am assured your joy, at
seemg her once more, is not less than my
own; seemg her not as a fugitive, driven
from her paternal roof| to scek our fricndly
roof, to seek our friendly shelter, but restor-
ed to ber hereditary honours, as heiress of

the noblé house of Fitzaormond.

4 . C
Y

Ellen now c’ongratulated the venerable
Baroness; whom she had not seen since her
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marriage, on the cvening of her life being
thus animated, by the bright prospects which
opencd w0 ber daughter; the Count felt
much plcasure at again beholding his ami-
able young friend, but ah, said he, taking her
hand, there is no pleasure without alloy; I
"must now look in vain for a return of those
deiightful days, when, as-an inmate of War-
burgh Custle you cunstituted solarge a por-
tiou of the felicity of Ellen, and myself; what
a chasm was madc in our happiness when
vou left ns; our.'\.&"alks, and rides appeared
solitary and forlorn ; po longer enlivened by
vour fuscinating society ; hope, like a smil-
ing cherub, offered consolation to us from -
the prospect of you return; but alas that
dawning hope is now faded from our view,
as other ties, and other duties call you: be-
licve me, Angela replicd, I ‘shall never be
ungratefud for the kindness of suth valued
friends, who generously nurtured me under
their fostermg wing, when l was so much in

‘H
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need of protection ; and be assured I should
ever consider the days of felicity I then en-
joyed as the happiest of my life, had they
not been ignbittered by the displeasure of a
father.

It was arranged that evening Angela
shouldbe preseni;ea at court the same day,
as the Count and Countess were, and that it
should take place soon as the necessary pre-
parations of dress, equipgge &c. could be
made; the royal family were at present at
Versailles, but it was expected they would
return to Paris, in the course of the ensuing
week ; soon as this matter was determined,
Fllen and her husband took their leave, and‘
went to their own hotel, which was near the
Tuillerics, but not before they had agreed to
dine with each other alternately, when tbey'
were dise;agaged: o the Baroness had tra-
velled by such easy stages, she was less fa-
sigued than, fiom her advanced age, might
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Be expected, but yet as much so, as to ren-
der it necessary she should retire early to
rest, therefore soon as her friends had left
them, she gladly availed herself of the op-
portunity. \

After a week spent in the constant so-
ciety of cach other, the important day arriv-
ed, which was to introduce Angela into the
presence -of royalty, for the first time in her
life; Lonuis thc"§ixteenth had ascended the
throne of his ancestors, but a few months be-
fore, and his subjects bhad not ccased their
rejoicings at the event; the court was bril-
liant, as no monarch ever possesse(i ind great-
.er degree the affections of his pcople; An-
gela was surprised at the magnificence of
'it; the Count,and Countess Warburgh were
first introduced into the royal circle, by the
Austrian’ Ambassador; next followed the
lovely heiress of the House of Fitzormond,
conducted by her venerable mother ; after
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a fow complimentary words from his majes-
ty, she was presented to the queen ; the first
sight of the beauteous Antoinette, beggarcd
all description ; Angela was speechless with
admiraiion; she appeared like a descend-
ed Deity dispensing blessings from a flowing
Cornucopia; her expressive eyes beamed
goodness, gratitude, benignity ; every look
was directed to her, cvery tongue grew wan-
ton in her praise and converted admiration,

into idolatry.

Angela was received most graciously,
but timidity so far got the better of her, as
to make ‘her betray great confusion at the
moment she was presented ; the queen saw
it, and felt for her, but fearing to increase
it, said little as possible and soon dismissed
her, with a benignant smile,

. ¢

The trial, she so much dreaded, being

over, Angcla had now time to look round,
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and view the brilliant asscmblage, with which
the presence chamber was crowded ; atlength
she saw a Cavalicradvance to be presented,
on whom every eye was turned ; from the
numbers between her, and the object of uni-
versal attention, she could only discern his
figure, not his face; he was dressed in the
uniform of a Colonel of Cavalry ; svon as he
quitted the royal circle, he was again lost
in the erowd; so mach curiosity was exci-
ted by his uppéa:*s‘nm-v, that she was indaceed
to listen: tu the various sbrervations of these
who were the nearest her, with whowm he
made the principal topic of couyepsation ;
she soon understocd it was the Baron St.
Alme, who had now first appearcd at court,
since he was outlawed for killing the son of
Count De Ribement in a duel after a long
exile, at the request of his widowed mother,
the queen had used her influence with her
royal partner, and causcd him to be restored
to the rank, and heseditary estate of his de-
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ceased father; he had also been promoted

to the command of a regiment of Hussars.

Good Heaven! sighed Angela, this
must be the brother of sister Agatha! a se-
condsighescaped her,as her heart whispered
this must be Ricardo ! from the story related
to her in the convent, she had no hesitation
in believing St. Alme, and Ricardo tobe the
same persbn ; anxious to justify herself from
the charge of ingratitude #~her deliverer,
and wishing to know whether he would re-
cognize her, she carnestly looked at every
pql'sixll 'yv'u;hin her view, but in vain; no
countenance like Ricardo’s could she trace ;
she was lost in surprise at the singular cir-
cumstance that had occurred, and was still
gazing intently around, when the Count War-
burgh recalled her to her recollection, by
offering his services to attend the Baroness,
and herself, to the carriage which was wait-

ing for them ; as she quitted the royal apart-
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ments she involuntarily cast a long and lin-
gering look bekind, but the object she wished
to see was still invisible ; she was therefore
compelled to trust to time, and chance, to

throw him again in her way.
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CHAP. XXIIL

~a, G S

ANGELA was determined tg‘_kecp the cause
of her anxiety an inmatc of her own breast
alene, lest her intentions might be ‘miscon-
strued ; what she considered only a lauda-
ble wish to make a suitable acknowledge-
ment for the debt of gratitude she ‘owed
Ricardo, might be ascribed to other motives,
therefore not even to her venerable mother,
did she relate the circumstance,

Now Angela had gone through the for-
mal etiquette of being presented at court,
. L]
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she was introduced into the first circles at
Paris; she gencrally went only accompanied
by thc Count, and Countess Warburgh, the
Baroness, from age and infirmity usually
gave the preference to remaining at home 5
her daughter had the same prefercnce, could
she have been permitted to indulge it; amidst
the gaity of the Metopolis, her heart sighed
for solitude, but she knew her rank in life
must Qubject her to some ‘sacrifice of this
nature ; which slje now the more readily
made, as she hoped that in some of the bril-
liant circles she frequented, chance might
throw the Baron St. Alme in her way; but
to her surprise sheneither saw him, of heard
his name mentioned, and of course delicacy

forbade her making the inquiry.

Onz evening she went to the Theatre
Francoise: and on the entrance ofa gentle-
man into a box on the opposife sidc, she dis-
tinctly heard a lady year her whisper to her

H 3
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companion, there is St. Alme, from his me-
lancholy look, you would rather suppose he
had lost his hereditary honors, instead of re-
gaining them ; her eyes were immediately
directed to thie spot ; she saw it was an offi-
cer by his regimentals, but as one of the pil-
Tars obstructed her sight of him, she could
not discern his features ; she hoped be might
change his seat, and that then she should
have a better view of him; but vain were
her hopes, for he remaine# fixed there all
the evening ; the only possible chance which
was left her; was that of meeting-him in the
lobby when the performance should be end-
ed, but this was frustrated, as he quitted the
box the moment the curtain fell ; and An-«
gela was obliged to wait sometime until her
carrige could draw up: alas, she thought are
we never pgain to meet ? shall I never be
enabled to acquit myself of ingratitiide to
my preserver ?¢while she was tlius medita~
ting on the subject, the carriag:e was an~
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nounced, and she was immediately conduct-
ed to it by the Count.

The next day a grand ball and supper
was to be given by Count Warburgh to his
Parisian friends ; every preparation was taste-
fully arranged, under the immediate direc-
tion of Ellen, and Angela ; as the latter had
never heard the Count or Countcss mention
the name of St. Alme, she dare not indulge
a hope of his bejng present ; the rooms were
crowded to excess, to most of the company
Angela had previously been introduced ; but
there was one young nobleman, she had ne-
ver seen before ; to a good person, Ye seem-
ed to add a large share of vanity, and self
conceit, gay and volatile, he appeared to en-
liven every circle he went into ; he laughed
with the men, made love to the  women, who
seemed to endeavour to vie wu:h each other
for a share of his attention,; all appeared so
universally pleasgd with his society, that
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Angela felt her curiosity excited to know
who he was; she therefore took an oppor-
tunity of asking Ellen ; who informed her it
was the Marquis De Villeneuve, that when
a child hehad succeeded to his father’s title ;
he only last ycar attained the age, at which
he was permitted to shake off the shackles
of his guardians and take possession of his
‘ Jparental estate, which had much increased
in value, during a long minority, and return-
ed from bi§ travels, over mgst of the conti-
nent of Europe, but very lately ; by the
indulgence of a fond mother, he was render-
ed a perfect spoiled child; from his infancy
. he had Been gratified in every wish, and was
a stranger to contradiction; Ellenadded, all
the young women inParis are enraptured with
him, and would be proud to surrender, for
bette:", for worse, the moment he proposed.
an honourable capitulation ; but this, he ap-
pears in no hurrx to do; he distributes his.
smiles equally to all, withous giving a pre-
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ference to any ; as he is now coming towards
mc, I will introduce you, and you shall try
whether you cannot render, this hitherto im-
penctrable heart, vulnerable ; before Angela
could reply, the lively Marquis was by her
side; Ellen presented her to him as the
daughter of the Baron Fitzormond, and the
intimate friend of her youth; to any friend
of yours, the Marquis answered, I shall feel
mysclf honored in being known; and after
gazing on Angela for some time, with fixed
attention, whispered the Countess, under
what cloud has this refulgent meteor remain
ed concealed,that I have never seenher before?
she has chiefly lived in retircment, ‘vas the
reply of Ellen, but refulgent as the meteor
is, it will, to the Marquis De Villeneuve be
the meteor of a day only; to morrow other
attractions will succeed, and its brilliancy be
dimmed; canyou really supposé me so in-
sensible, sqid the Marquis ? I find your fair
friend must not come to you for a character
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of me; then bowing to Angela requested the
honour of dancing with her; on receiving
her consent, he took her hand, and led her
to join thedance which was about to begin.

The Marquis was an elegant and grace-
ful dancer, his manners were polished, and
his conversationabounded with wit, and live-
lyreparted ; Angela was obliged to be gay in
spite of herself, and appeared to takc great-
er pleasure in society this ¢vening, than she
usually did ; shewas moreanimated than her
retired habits had permitted her to be in ge-
‘neral, yetatransient clond would sometiines
overshadow her expressive countenance,
when she looked round and saw not the Ba-
ron St, Alme; but the sprightly Marquis
soon dissipated it, by his unceasing volubili-
ty ; after twe dances were finished, the sur-.
rounding belles waited, with anxious ex- .
pectation, to see where this young, and-
fascinating Adonis would make Lis next se-.
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lection; all were on the tiptoe of expectation,
each flattering herself with the hope, that
she would be the favorite Sultana; but alas
to the general disappointment, Angela alone
was found to be the polar star, which rivet-
ted the attention of the Marquis for that even-
ing, for with no one would he dance but her-
self; and when the Baroness Fitzormond,
with all the tender anxiety of an affectionate
parent, requested her to desist, fearing such-
great exertion,o which she had, until late-
ly beenunaccustomed, might prove injurious
to her health, the Marquis declined dancing
alsn; he kept clpse by Angela the remainder
of the evening, and so completely did he ap-
pear fascinated with her conversation, that
he had neither a look, word, or smile for any
one else; in vain did the other females at-
tempt jo rally him, and draw him from the
magnet, which seemed so powerfully to at-.
tract him; one object alene absorbed his
‘wholeattention toevery othet he was'perfect-.
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ly indifferent ; the Countess Warburgh, who
bad been a minute obscrver of him, now
whispered the Marquis, I shall have a higher
opiniou of my young friend than cver, as she
has been cnabled to do, what was reckoned
an impossibility, to fix the attention of the
Marquis De Villencuve for more than two
hours ; I must thercfore begin to think you
have not quite an invulucrable heart; he im-
mediately replied in another whisper, my
heart was never before gssajled by such at-
tractions; who can be invulnerable here!
poor Marquis, answered Ellen, I pity you,
how deeply you are wounded! at this mo-
'ment the Baroness appeared much fatigued,
and signified a wish to return home, a wish
from her mother, was ever a command to
Angela, she thercfore desired one of the at-
tendants to order the carriage; when it was
ready the livé]y Villeneuve handed h;r to it,
the Baroness was,eonducted by Warburgh ;
and the Marquis, with much regret, took his
leave. '
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No sooner was breakfast finished the
next morning, than Ellen came to rally her
friend upon her recent conquest ; you- know
wot, she said, what a miracle you have achie-
ved, in fixing the attention of Villeneuve ;
no female could ever yet attach him to her-
self more than a few minutes, you fixed him
for two hours at least ; before he saw you,
he was like a wecathercock, never could
stick long at one point; no doubt, Angela
replicd, his naturgl versatility returned, soon
as I left the room; no indecd it did not, re-
suined Ellen, forimmediately after you went,
he retired also, to the infinite mort_iﬁcation
of all the single ladics, and possibly fo some
of the married ones; he is, I dare say not
so wounded answered Augela, but a aight’s
rest will heal it} the novelty of a first sight
being over, I shall only come in for a share
of his attention with the rest of his female
acquaintance ; at this momept the scrvant
announced Count Wyrburgh, with the Mar-
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quis Villeneuve ; Ellen smiled, and whisper-
ed Angela, what think you now of his wound
being healed, the fascination has lasted more
than twelve hours, he will soon become a
pattern of constancy.

Onentering the room, the Marquis, with
his usual volubility, asked Angela a hundred
questions, without giving her time to an-
swer one; he then turned to the Baroness,
and congratulated her on.the good looks of
her daughter, and herself, after the fatigue
of the preceding evening; when the Count-
ess, tapping him upon the shoulder, asked,
have ybu nothing to say to me? you hardly
deserve it, he replied smiling, for the unfa-
vorable opinion of me, with which you wish-
ed to impress our young friend ; but you
must acknowledge, Ellen answered, it was
a just one; you used, my gallant' Marquis,
to rove. from ﬂower to flower, the attraction
of one moment was repclled by that of the
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next; if you continue this amazing constan-
cy a few hours longer, I shall really begin
to think there is some stubility in your na-
ture ; and that at length an arrow from the
quiver of a certain little God, has been found
sharp enough, to penetrate a heart, which
has hitherto resisted all attacks: this conver-
sation was unhcard by Angela, and the Ba- -
roness, who were talking with the Count at
another part of the room,
L[]

The day being fine, a ride was propo-
sed in Bois de Bologne ; the Count prefered
being on horseback, the Baroncss, am} Ange-
la were to goin the carriage of the Countess;
there being a vacant corner in it, Villeneuve
requested he might have the honour of filling
it, to which Ellen consented on condition,
that the Marquis would promise not to be
from the present object of his attention, for
the remainder of the day ; Apgcla felt much
confused at this raillery of her friend, and
entreated her to dt_:'sist‘



164 RICARDO,

The Bois de Boulogne being the resort
of all the beauty, and fashion of Paris, there
was a fine field for the loquacity of the Mar-
quis ; not a person passed but he had some
observation to make; in fact he related va-
rious anecdotes of almost every body he
met; some of which doubtless had their
foundation in truth, and others procecded
from the prolific brain of the lively narrator;
he nodded to one, smiled at another, and tovk
especial care to let all see, that the polar star,
which was to guide him to happiness, was
the beautiful heiress of the House of Fitzor-
mond ; he had been so much flattcred by the
attention of the sex, that he imagined he
might cxclaim with Cesar, I came, I satv,q
I conquered ; his vanity therefore led him to
suppose, that he bad only to make his pro-
posals to Angela, to be accepted; afttr point-
ing out to the ladies, evely‘one he knew,
which was every one he saw, hg at length
drew their attention to a gentleman atsome

_ distance on horse back, !ie was turned from
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them, consequently his countenance could
not be seen ; there is'a man, continued the
Marquis, of whom 1 can make nothirg; he
has too much of the penseroso cast for me;
he associates very I'itt}e with any body, but
appears as if he bad met some severe disap-
puintment in love, for I amsurc nothing else
could make a man so melancholy; do you
think, Ellen replied, a disappointment of
that nature would make you melancholy ?
is it possible any thing could disturh the
gaiety of the Marquis D¢ Villeneuve? I
thought. at one time it could not, he answer-
ed, but the experience of a few hours has
convinced me of the contrary; at the same
moment casting an expressive look at Ange-
la; Ellen observing her confusion, turned”
the conversation by saying, you bave raised
our curiosity, without gratifying it, for you
have not tofd us who this Knight of the woe-
ful countenanc?, is? he has but just emer-
ged from a self banishment which he was
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forced to undergo, answered the Marquis,
to prevent being brought to justice for kil-
ling a young nobleman in a duel, where
there were no scconds “present, to see fair
play ; he has however, at length obtained
the king’s pardon, and has recently taken
possession of the estates, and title which de-
volved to him, by the death of his father, it
is no other than the Baron St. Alme ; at this
name the countenance of Angela was suffu-
scd with blushes ; to conc'eal them she drew
her veil over her face, and turned from the
scrutinizing eye of Ellen ; she was absorbed
in thought, during the remainder of the ride,
and much regretied her singular destiny,
that her deliverer should frequently be so
near her, and yet no opportunity offer ofe
clearing herself from the charge of in grati-
tude, of which he had too much apparent
reason to accuse her.

1t was agreed upgn, durin‘g their ride,
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the two ladies should dine that day with the
‘Count and Countess Warburgh; the Marquis
requested he might be included, and then
they could all go together to an entertain-
ment, which was to be given that evening,
by the Austrian Ambassador.

Villeneuve, after dinner, enlivened the
whole company by his brilliant sallies of wit;
but Ellen continued to rally him incessant-
ly. on his being able to give his undivided
attention to one f;vorite solong, until a look
from Angela, expressive of-her uneasiness,
induced her to desist.

The Baroness appeared more disposed
to return to her Hotel, than to partake of
the evening’s Fete, but from from the united
persuasions of the whole, and a promise
from Angela to retire from the busy scene,
the moment h& mother was desirous of it,
she at last consented.
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On arriving at his Excelicncy's Hotel,
Angela was struck with the magnificence of
the apartinents ; every thing was arranged
in such a manner as to impress her with
wonder, and admiration ; it scemed to vie
with what ske had rcad of the luxury of the
East, and was far superior to any thing she
had seen since her arrival at Paris; the va-
rious exotics, which were distributed, with
much taste; in every room, breathed a frag-
rance like the perfames of Arabia; and the
reflection of the many ligflts from the chan-
deliers, in the mirrors, with frames of bur-
nished gold, extending from the cieling to

the floor, resembled the sun in its meeridian.

The Count and Countess Warburglm
presented their friends to the Ambassador,
and his lady, who®cccived them most* gra-’
ciously ; Angela wasimmediately récognized
by the former, hehaving seen her once, when
she resided at Warbprgh Castle; he conver-



THE OUTLAW. 169

sed with her sometime, until the concourse
of visitors coming up, precluded it; the
rooms were sgon filled almost to suffocation;
all the fashion of Paris, and its environs was
there ; the crowd was so immense, that wich
much difficulty a promenade could be formed
through the suite of rooms which contained
them; the Mar(iuis offered one arm to the
Baroness, and the other to Angela, and ap-
peared, by his great attention to the latter
during- the wholelevening, to wish it to be
understood that he was a favored lover ; An-
gela was perfectly ignorant of his intentions,
or his thoughts, therefore felt gratified with
his society, considering him "only .as the .
friend of her &earest friends, Ellen and the
Count; so unaccustomed was she to the
ways of the world, k&t she never suspected
the conatructlon which m&ht be put on this
extreme, and constant attention of Ville-
neuve; she was the envyofthe women, mih—
out being consciots of it ; for although many
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attempts were made, by the sprightly belles
of Paris, to detach the Marquis from the ob-
jectofhisidolatry, they were all utterly fruit-
less, the magﬁct of attraction in Angela was

too powerful.

Just as they got to the door of the first
apartment, the Marquis turned round to El-
len, who was walking behind with the Count,
and said,*here comes your Knightof the woe-
ful countenance; thevery St.Alme we talked
of this morning is now entering the room;”
before the Countess could answer, he was
close to them, and exclaimed with much
su;‘prisé, “Good Heavens ! do I see Angela
Iitzormontd, who, I subposcd, tras secluded
for life in the convent of St. Clzir:” you do®
indeed, answered Angela,ﬁ'ho;e looks betray-
ea the pleasure sh&xpcricnced at mecting
him again, Land I behold in mny (lel';iverer the
Buron St. Alme, by whom 1 must have been
considered as totally. deficicnt of gratitude
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for the vast debt I owe him ; the Baron took '
her half extended hand, she then prescnted’
him to her mother, as the preserver of her
life; also to the Count, and Ellgn, from whomn
he received, as well as from the Baroness,
suitable acknowledgements; during this
time the Marquis stood gazing in mute won-
der; after some further coaversation St.
Alme regretted that he was prevented from
con tinuing the remainder of the evening with
them, being obliged to rejoin the friends who
had accompanied him, but requested per-
mission of the Baroncss to wait upon her the.
next morning ather Iotel, which beipg most
readily granted, he took his leave. ‘

I verily think, said the Marquis to An-
gela, whose face was su@séd with blﬁ'slws,‘
you have fhe power of magic,and can trans-
form us to what you please, for you have
been able to do more than all the women of
“ Paris, to animnate th(fmcu’Ss. Alme; ncwr

’ 2
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did I see his countenance illumined with a
smile before; I should almost imagine that
you were the guardian angel of his fate, and
by vour fascinating powers, can transform
him from-the Penseroso, te the Allegro, at
your pleasure; at this speech, by which
more appeared to be meant, than met the
ear; Angela blushed still decper, and said,
“you know not, perhaps, that to the Baron
St. Alme, I am indebted for the preserva-
tion of my life.” .
The Marquis during the remainder of
the evening was unusually thoughtful, and
grave; Angela was the same ; the Baron-
“css soon complained of fatigue, and her
da\;ghter was happy to assign that as a
reason for rctiring so early; Ellen and the
Count thought etiquette required of them
to remaim,‘until a late hour, in co;npliment
to their Anibasspdor ; De Villeneuverequest-
ed permission to attend them home, he con-
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ducted the ladies to their carriage, and after
seeing them safe to the Hotel, took his leavé
more abruptly than usual.
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CHAP. XXIV.

iy DD

Soon as they were alone, the Baroness be-
gan to bestow many encomiums on St. Aline;
liis noble and generous conduet, in preserv-
ing the life and honor of her child, had made
a deep, and lasting impression on her mind;
Angels joined. most warmly in her praises,
being impelled by the strongest sensé of gra-
titude, and they both wished to see him agnin,
that they nright return him their thanks, in
a more suitable manner, than they could do,
amid the bustlé, and noise of a crotded as-
“semblage of people,
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When Angela retired to rest, it was a
long time beforve she could sleep ; many and
various were the thoughts which agitated
Lier mind ; she felt rejoiced that the virtnes
of 8t. Alme had been rewarded by being re-
stored to a rank in society, which he was
ealculated to adorn : from him her thoughts
werce turned to Sister Agatha; slic bronght
to her recollection the many kinduesses re-
ceived from her, while in the convent ; and
picturcd, in imagdination, the pleasure she A
must derive from the knowledge, that her
brother had received a pardon, and been put
in possession of the title, and estatgs of his
ancestors : she at length fell into a sound re-
pose, and it was late in the morning before
she awolie ; when the firstobject that struck
her, was the Baroness, by her bedside, watch-
ing every look with thc utmos¢ solicitude,
fearing lest indisposition had caused her to
lie beyond her usual hour ; her fears being
dissipated on findigfy it was oaly oécasioned
by over fatigue bf the preceding mghq#*
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she left the apartment, and was soon follow-
ed by Angela to the breakfast room.

For some time afterwards they continu-
ed in anxious expectation of their visitor ; it
was not long before he was announced, but
he appeared very different from the St. Alme
of the evening before ; his face was no more
illumined with smiles ; but he was again the
Knight of the woeful countenance, as Ellen
bad humorously ' designated him; he did
smile most certainly on approaching Angela,
but it was not the smile of happiness; it rather
betrayed a fecble effort to hide the feelings
of a mind ill at ease; when addressing her,
there was an inexpressible tenderness, blen-
ded with a deep melancholy, in his manner,*
which forcibly struck the Baroness, as well
asherself; the bosom of Angela glowing with
the most liyely effusions of gratitude{ she

‘expressed her ucknowledgements in ani-
mated and 1mpressw&\ language ; she
" explained how desirous.slfe was to see ‘bim,
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that she might apologize for the apparcnt
rudeness, and incivility in her conduct, when
she parted with him 50 abruptly, at War-
burgh Castle, without thanking him, even in
the slighest manner, for the great service he
had rendered her ; she was about to explain
that her anxiety to see her beloved Ellen, at
the moment, absorbed every thought, and
on her almost immediate retyrn to seek him,
he was no where to be found ; but he woull
not hear her ; sdying he required no apolo-
gy, as he never had, or could entertain a
thought prejudical to her; could 1 have pos-
sibly supposcd you were in Paris,ehe added,
I should certainly have taken an early op-
portunity of waiting upomn you ; but I have
lately been so little in the habit of mixing
with the gay world, that I knew not what
was golng on in it, and never®having heard
yourname mentioned, comcquenﬁy supposed
you were immured for hfe in the gloom of
a cloister ; my surprise, and joy, at uemg'
} K]
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you last night, may be better felt than de-
scribed; the Baroness requested he would
join their party at dinner, but this he declin-
ed, stating in a confused manner, an indis-
pensible engagement prevented him ; he also
added that he should be obliged to quit Pa-
ris in threc or four days, and feared he should
not have another opportunity of calling upon
them; the mother and daughterbothexpres-
sed their regret at his sudden departure, and
Angela could not help sdying, “am I ne
sooner restored to the society of my protec-
tor, and deli.verer, but I must be again de-
prived of it ?” St. Alme was evidently in
. great: agitation, which appeared to increase
the longer he continued; when he arose to -
take his leave, after saying what was ne- .
cessary on the oecasionto the Baroness, he
took the hand of Angela, with mucli emo-
iion, and added  may every blessing attend
you; and may he to whom you are about to
reotiaign yourself for ever, ‘ne “as sensible of -
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your numerous virtues as St. Alme;” he then
hastened from the room, leaving both ladies
at a loss to know, to what he could allude
by this observation ; and in utter surprise
at the singularity of his conduct this morn-
ing, which was so totally opposite to his be-

haviour, on the preceding evening.

De Villeneuve could not help observing
the undisguised pléasut'e which appeared in
the countenance of Angela, when she mat
St. Alme at the Austrian Ambassador’s, and
ignorant of the circumstance whichoccasion-
ed it, he began to think, being accepted by
her, was not so certain, as his vanity had Ted
him to suppose ; this gave a check to hig
almost never failing spitits, and he feft equal-
ly glad to return home : after a'restless night-
he deterrtined to bring the mattér to the test
‘at once, by. imimediately wutmg‘to ‘her, and
makmg ah oﬁ'ﬁ* of his hand and_ heart he
did :so,soon u he hed breskfasteds dispatch--
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ed it by his servant, who was to say, by his
desire, that he would call himself, on the
ensuing morning for an answer; to amuse
his mind until then he ordered his horse and
rode towards St Cloud: on his return in the
evening he fourd a letter on the table, with
trembling hand he broke the seal, and read,

as follows:

“Angela Fitzormond thanks the Mar-
“ quis De Villeneuve for tife high obinion he
“has formed of her, and for the proof he has
“ given of the sincerity of that opinion, by
“ the disinterested offer Lie has made ; she will
“always be proud to rank the Marquis
““amongst the number of her friends, but,
“ must decline ever considering him in any
“ other light.” Villeneuve could hardly be-
lieve his eyes did not deceive him ;¢ he read.
it again and again it was certainly a refu-
sal, a decided, unalterable oue; he had ne-
ver. before met w,:th su\ch a chec}c to his



THB OUTLAW. © 18l

vanity ; that He should be rejected! He for
whose smiles all the beauty of Paris had
been contending and after having given the
world reason to suppose that he was the ac-
cepted lover of Angela, could not bear again
to appear in public as the' rejected one, he
therefore determined to return to Italy, and
the next morning by day light had passed
the barriers of Paris on his way thither.

St. Alme hat not long quitted the Ba-
roness, and Angela, when the letter from
Villeneuve was brought to her; the former
thought the match unexceptionablg ; but the.
latter declared she never would give her
hand, without her heart could accompany
it, she felt for the Marquis the sincerest es-
teem, but he was not the man she could
ever lote ; she was therefore ‘instantly de-
.cided on the subject, and did not delay wri-
ting ln:ix;xmedhte answer,



2 RICARDO,

The answer hadbut justbeen dispatch-
¢d, when Ellen came into the room ; what,
she suid smiling, are you withoutVillcneuve?
y,onders will never cease; can he live o0
many hours from you? is his vxtraordinary
fit of constancy at an cnd? indecd I think
it has lasted beyond expectation, for so chan-
geable a being ; what makes you look #o
serious this morning? is it the absence of
your dangling lover? come, come cheer up,
do not despond, or spoil that pretty face by
crying, I will go ard seek thc inconstant
swain, and bring him once more sighing at

.your feet.

The Baroness saw the confusion of An-
gela, at the raillery of the Countess, there~
fore explained to her theoffer of the Marquis,
and the decided rejection of it by hei' daugh-
ter; Ellen certainly considered it as a very.
cligible one, buf still approved c;f its being
rejected by her young fri\e’nd, as esteem was
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the warmest sentiment she could bestow
upon him ; she however thought Villeneuve,
volatile as he was, calculated to render any
woman happy that could love him, as be
possessed a find of good humour ; from the
rejection of a man, so perféctly unexcepti-
onable, and for whom half the females of
Paris were pulling caps, she nmy_i)egan to
suspect, what Angela herself was ignémm
of, that gratitude to St. Alme, with whose
story she had lateYy been acquamted had ri-
pened into affection; but she kept her sus-
picion carefully concealed within her own
breast.

It was so long since the Baroness bhad
mixed in the gay circles of a large Metropo-
lis, and; Angecla riever having done so before,
the imprbpriety of receiving stich marked
attention from the Marquis DeVilleneuve,

_previous to his. making an;' declaration -of
Lis sentiments did Tt at first strike them ;
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all Paris of course considered him, as the fu-
ture husband of Angela ; and she must now
appear very fickle, and capricious, thus sud-
denly to have discarded him ; the Count and
Countess Warburgh were not ignorant of
the conjectures which were formed, aund
heard the whispers of the fashionable world;
but it being an event which they wished
most cordially to take place, thinking it
would contnbute to the happmess of their
friend, they kept such rumiours a secrct from
the party concerned, lest it should throw
an impediment in the way ; they now con-
Ji’deredmuch blame attached to the Marquis,

for nos having declared his intentions
sooner.

~ The delicacy of the mind- of Angcla,
could not, under such circumstanéés, again
submit herglf to the public gaze; on her
appearance wnthout V;lleneuve, sh(, well

knew many reponts would be clrcu!ated at
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her expence, many comments made;
by secluding herself ﬁ"om s;)cict)' for a time,
she would avoid, at any rate kecping alike,
by her presence, the various conjectures that
would bel formed ; and in this case, the sto-
ry, like the ephemeral insects of the da;v,
would soon sink into oblivion ; the Baroness,
the Count, and Countess all applatided this
resolution, and in conscquence determined
to leave Paris sooner than was originally in-
tended; which -llen would-do with less
regret, as Angelaand her mother had agreed
to accompany their friends, for a few weeks,
to Warburgh Castle : the Count had some
business to detain him about a"fort'nig'hﬂon;
ger, and their departure was fixed for the
expiration of that time. | ‘
Angela found by letters frpm- her stew-
ard, the family mansion of Fitzormond, would
not be fit for her residencepuntil the ensuing
Autumn, when Eflen had promised to re
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turn with her to take possession of the reno-
vated scat of her ancestors; and_the Count
was to join the party there in the Spring;
he was so much attached to the pleasures of
the chase, that he could not be induced to be
absent from home, during the scason for

hunting.

Neither Angela, or her venerable mo-
ther, Iin the least rcgﬁetted this scclusion ;
by nature and habit attached to retirement,
the vortex of fashionable life had no cherms
for them ; the society of the Countand Count-
ess Warburgh was all they desived or wish-
ed; thef met daily; as Ellen declined going
out, only when etiquette rendered it abso-'
lutely necessary, she passed many evenings
with them, while the Count was engaged
indifferent parties, with hisnumeroys friem?n. ,

. As the} rightly imagined, the circum-
stance afforded conversation at most of he
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tables in Paris; for some dayvs, the names
of the Marquis De Villeneuve, and Angela
Fitzormond, were the theme of every tongue;
the women, piqued that Angela should bave
the power of rejecting the mam, to whom
they all aspired, were not sparing in their
censure of her ; the men who on the contra-
ry, rejoiced, the insufferable vanity of Ville-
neuve had met with such a check, were as
lavish in their comﬁlendations; but likg
other things, in afew days, the novelty ceas-

ed,sand the subject was heard of no more,

Ten days had expired out of the fort-
night which was fixed for their d.eparture,
and they were preparing to quit Paris at the
appointed time ; the Countess was goné to
pay her last visit to the lady of the Austrian
Ambadspdor, and the Baroness with her
daughter were passing the evening by them-
sclves, when a letter was brought and de-
livered to-Angelag she at first conceived it
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came from the Marquis De Villeneuve, but
on looking at it again she saw it was not his
writing ; lost in conjecture she at length
broke the seal and read as follows: “The
“Baron St. Alme requests ﬁadcmoisellc
“Fitzormond will have the goodness tospe-
“ruse the enclosed, and favor him with her
¢ commands upon the subject it contains,”
On reading these lines written upon the en-
velope, thestate of the heart of Ang¢lamight
be easily discov;:red in hey countenancc, the
crimson became of a deeper hue upon, her
cheek, and her whole frame betrayed an agi-
tation to which she was before a stranger ;
her anxious parent, in silence watched every
look, and action ; in'a few moments with,
as much composure as she could assume, she
opened the packet that was enclosed, and
read the contents.
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CHAP. XXV.

-y SO

History of St. Alme.

Bgrosx I communicate to you, the cause
of my again intruding myselfon your notice,
after having taken, as 1 then feared, 4n ever-
lasting farewell, I beg leave to acquaint you
with some circumstances of my former life,
and to explain by what means I was placed
in that degrading situation where I first had
the happi:less of being known to you, a si-
tuation " disgraceful as it was, I d8 not now
regret, as it enabled me, more than once, to
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become the protector, under Providence, of

Augela Fitzormond.

My sister I understand made known' to
you, a part of my eventful his®ry, and the
result of my unfortunate rencontre, wjth
Frederick De Ribement, until T hastily quit-
ted Paris, after receiving the farewell em-
brace of those dcar narents, one of whom it
was my hard fate never more to sec, I knew
there was not a moment to be lost, as the
vindictjve dispusition of tllne Count De Ribe-
ment, I was fully aware would stimulate him
to.exert the powerful interest he possessed
with the'king, to obtain an order for my ap-
prehension ; also that no pains, expence, or,
legal cunning would be spared, to make the
act I had committed be constituted murder,
that-my life mlght be sacrificed to tﬂe manes
of Mﬂmtmn there were no scconds of
: ‘_&_}‘_ ijness the combat and attest!;
Freder;ck cafiie by bis death in. 4 manner
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eonsistent with the rigid laws ol honor; fired
by the wrongs a beloved sister had sus-
tained from him ; wroags which would ad-
miit of neither excuse,nor apelogy,and by his
5’,m;n'ria;,wt: rendéred irreparable, my hmpati-
;E._’euce.wpuld not allow mec to wait until we
“'could cach procure a fricnd to attend us,
but I insisted on immediate satisfaction ; all
'ﬁxis, I well knew, mus: militaie strongly
against me, and of course strengthen the
cause of De Ribement; n:)twithstamling
which, 1 would insfantly have given myself
|.ap to justice, had not the earnest entreuties
of my aged parents urged me to qu"\t.-Paris,‘
and keep myself concealed, until thle anger -
of my prosecutor at Fredetick’s death, had
in some degree subsided; his feelings were
toa acute, at this moracat, to lLsteh to Feason,
or be confent with any sacrifice thort of my
life; uupelled by the knowledge of tha an-
 Buish of mind, I must gm; the" venerabie
authoﬁ ‘of my bemg, by continuing longer.
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to hesitate, I tore myself away from all I
held dear on earth, in a state of mental ago-
ny, great beyond description.

It was some tie before I could collect,
my scattered thoughts sufficiently to fix up-
on my destination; at length I determined
upon embarking fcr England ; not to travel
the direct road, but by the circuitous route
of Brussels and Ostend: afler riding some
hours, I took advantage of a thick wonod to
shelter me from view, afid to put on the
disguise which my anxious mother had has-
tily packed up for me ; I had themsno longer
the appewrance of an officer of cavalry, but
of a merchant; although my dress took
away from me almost every trace of my for™
mer self, I determined “ to make assurance
““double sure” by rubbingt my iface and
hands with the juice of a berry, that' I found
in the wood; this completely altered my
complexion and thus equ.i,pped, Tcogly wra-
vel with more security, g

.
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" As my horse, and self, both stoed in
necd ot refreshmént, I entered the first town
I came at, and rode boldly to the princi'pal
Jlnn; finding, upon inquiry, that I could be
accomodated with a comfortable bed, I'de-
termined to remain there that night ; being
much fatigued I retired early torest, and the
first thing I noticed, when I came down in
the morning, was a large posting bill p:sted
on the wall, describing most accuratély my
person, and offering a very great reward for
my apprehension ;\all strangers were order-
ed to be strictly examined at every sea-port,
and at thu?wns on the frontlers, before
they were permitted to quit the kingdom;
I now well knew my getting to England was
impracticable, asalthough disguised, I could
not, when examined, shew any" credentials
to provelkiwas the character I assumed; to
'proceed ‘on my’ original route; I saw, was
certain- detection 3 -1 therefote'tumed my
* horse Mttowatds Parxs, concludmg no
K
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one could suspect me, traveling in that di-
rection ; soon as I again reached the wood
I had left, I struck into the thickest of it,
that I might, thus concealed from every hu-
man eye, think of some plan for my future
safety.

I remained there all the day, with my
horse quietly grazing by my side; various
were the schemes I devised, but none could
1 bring myself to adopt ; I lamented, more
than once, that thc imperious laws of
honour should subject its votaries to such
severe trials ; at length overgfne by both
mental, and personal fatigue, towards even-
ing I insensibly fell into a slumber; from
which I was awakened by the voices of ften,
and the trampling of horses ; thinking they
were the officers of police, in pl‘lﬁt of me,
I immediaely jumped up, took % pistol in
Qech hand! and placing my back aghinst a
treé, told,them I was q‘etermmw‘sel‘l my'
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life dear, and sooner than surrender intothe
hands of justice, would defend myself until
thelast ; “the first that lays a hand upon me”
I exclaimed in a"loﬁd,'and determined voice,
“is a dead man ;” they had formed a circle
round me, but seeing me prepared for re-
sistance, did not advance ; one of them re-
plied “we are no officers of.justicé, nor will
we hurt you ; you are a brave fellow, and
deserve a better fate, than to be left alone in
this forest, without a friend to help you ;
who, and what are you?”” I answered “one
without a home, shelter, or habitation ; un-
Jjustly outlaWeh by his couht‘ry, for killing
his antdgonist in a duel, who wasthe d;stro}'-
er of the peacé and felicity of a much loved
sister, dearer to him than life ;" my wrongs
being rankling in my breast, unguardedly
madqﬂmk&fesslon, but no sogner had it
escapgd my lips, ‘than I repented, fearing
these. T#en might b tempted,by the rewgrd
to bat&qy‘ 3y ‘fenrs on that hEad were
" K2
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however soon dissipated, as, after a short
consultation with his comrades, the person,
who had before addressed me said, «if you
willjoinour company, you shall be protected,
we have a retreat hard by, where you may
effectually conceal yourself from your pur-
suers ; such as we can bestow, you shall be
freely welcome to partake of ;" not caring
where, and withwhiom I took shelter, could
I be assured of safety, I immediately adopt-
ed their proposal, and mounting my horse
was soon an inmate of that Castle, to which
1 afterwards had the happiness of conduct-
ing you, U
L]

«  Uponinquiry I fourid it formerly belong-
ed to the noble family of Delatourville, but
had been neglected to be repairgd, for many
years, until at length it was lr.\.tally aban-
doned, 'ard suffered to fall jnto its pgesent
rainous syite,): the massy Ysitlements had
crumblh into decay' s and its oanadofer tur-
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rets, had been 80 loosened by.the destruc-
tive hand of time, as to bécome the sport of
every breeze, threatening each moment to
tumble a shapeless ruin, into themoatbelow ;
its walls were incrusted with:ivy; and i
marble pillars so mutilated, and defaced; as
no longer to bear the resemblance of their
ancient splendor ; some part of the furniture
remained; the drapesy hung in decayed,
and. tattered fragments, which made the
place still more de\uolate, and forlo::n; the
idea of its being haunted contributed to ren-
der it a safe asylum ; there could not posti-
bly be a mbre secure shéltgn afforded me;
for here I might in perfect sa?ety‘xfemain, I
conceived, until the pcrseculm of the Ba.‘
ron De Ribement was ab an-end,

: {‘

Soonaslbadtakenacumry view of |

thé Castle, I joindd thé inmates of it at sup-‘
per; after: which I looked.ro amomgst~

my pagicompanichs, that 1 Mt know
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whom, and what they were ; a8 the wine ex-
hilarated their spirits, it unlocked their
hearts, and I found most of them were men
who hqd failed in mercantile speculations,
and from that, had become dealers in con-
traband articles which they had carried on
to a great extent on each side of the water,
by sximggling prohibited goods into both
France, and Engld:’-; until at last their
property was seized, aud they were deelared
outlaws ; in.their ﬂights,ﬁto avoid their pur-
sudrs, they, by chance, met with this Castle,
where they agreed, for a time, to take up
thejr residence; some of them appeared o
be men,‘fwho had seen far betterdays ; after
expending all the means of subsistence, they
were compelled, by the imperious calls of
hunger, to levy, contributions upon the pub-
lic; and thls they did rather bysupglicatmn,
than t‘orce, nevn;r latving recourse ta the lat»
ter, but.in thelw oxtremny. :
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My reflections, on retiring to my pillow,
were not of the most pleasing kind, and my
first idea was to make a hasty retredt ; but
alas! whither was I to retreat ! pursued by
the‘vindicti;e rage of a powerful, and im-
placable eneiny, where could I shelter my
devoted head? nothing but the prospect of
an ignominipus death, seemed to await me ;
I harrassed my almos¥iflistracted mind with
various conjectures, yet none could I resolve
upon, by which Iight be in complete se-
curity, but that of remaining where I was
and however revolting to my feelings, I felt
myeelf under the cyuel necessity of; addptzng
it, until time should enableme to determine
on some better expedient.

As they bhad frequent disputes among
themgelyes, which, in n&ny casés, I was the
instrament of suppressirig, they,proposed to
elect me their -captain, ¢enceiving I was
better d\ftliﬂ:& thian they were'to preserve
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harmony and unanimity ; I onlyaceepted it,
on this condition, that my power should be
absolute, and my determination final ; after
‘having this point agreed upon, I assumed
the command, and made them more like a
troop of foragers in an enemy's eountry, for
their daily subsistence, than a lawless ban-
ditti ; their chief plunder consisted of pro-
visions, and of those®nly barely sufficient
for a maintenance; under such degrading
circumstances I was unyillling to disclose
my real name, therefore took that of Ricar-
do; I however fully determined to continue
no longe{ with them, than until I coneecived
the drdour of pnrsuing me had sofar abated
that T might be enabled to pass without sus-*
picion, iu the disguise of a peasant, which
1 had provided.

1 had been three months thus immured,
when I was ardaénied by fate to be the pré-
server of your life ; after ur fisst.inseiview
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in the Castle, it was my determination to
continue to be your protector, until I had
conducted you to a place of safety; I there-
fore resolved to accompanyyou to Germany,
and never moreto return to my companions ;
but making use of this pretext for leaving
them became no longer necessary, as the
“attack of the soldiery, and the dispersion
of us all, happen’d tWe next day; when I
arrived with you at Warburgh Castle, and
saw the portal claged, which took from my
view your receding steps, perhaps for ever,
at least my fears induced me to thiok so,
I felt anguish unutterable; the {ew days I
had passed in your society, beguiled me of
my sorrows ; the displayof the ripening vir-
tues of your enlightened mind, which ap-
peared just breaking from the bud to bloom
in full xuriance, challenged,my warmest
admiratien; and awhkenod in my breast a pas-
“sian to whip I had been kiskerto a stranger :
J behrelth youi
K3
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¢‘Pure as the dew drop, which impearls the Rose,”

¢ And free from blemish as untrodden snows.'’

1 silently resolved that if I should ever again
be restored to my rank in society I would
offer that hand, and heart to you which I
well knew could never bedevoted to another.

Soon as I had lost sight of you, 1 rode
slowly away from the Castle, not knowing
where to direct my wandering steps ; at
length after I had goue ahout a mile, I came
to a village, in which I found a small house,
with a board over the door signifying, in un-
couth letters, travellers might have refresh-
ment the.re; I directly entered it, and after
taking care of my horses myself, the iuxury‘
of an ostler not being to be had, sat down to
a dish of eggs and bacon, on which, with
some excellent bread, and good cheese,
made a capital repast.

While meditating what my future des-
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tination should be, a servant from the Cas-
tle came in, and I found by his conversation,
Count Warburgh wanted a gardener; having
some little skill in horticulture, I determined
to make application for the place, as it
would not only afford me a sccure retreat,
but 1 skould have the happincss of daily be-
holding you ; it appeared the act of Provi-
..dence which sent me thither, and little did
! then expect it would give me the unuiter-
ic pleasure of again: prescrving you from
= viltain ; it was . owevr necessary I should
disguaise myself, cven from you ; after having
taken leave of my new companicin, without
disclosing my intention, I rede to the ncxt
market town in the morning, and having
there disposed of my horses,I bought a suit-
able dress, and by the help of a wig, and
broad -brimmed hat, metamorphosed myself
#o completely, that had you heen possessed
of the eyes of Argus, you eould not have dis-
_covered me,
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In the e;'ening I returned to the Castle,
was soon hired by Count Warburgh, and in~
vested with my new office, which was not
that of a laborer buta superintendant; I had
frequently the pleasure of seeing you, while
pursuing my occupation with the Countess ;
1 observed, with delight, those roses again
vestored to your cheek in their pristine beau-
ty, the lustre of which had for a time been
dimmed by fatigue, anxiety, and alarm ; often
have I gazed, in respectfyl admiration, as
you wandered through the shrubberies, with
your beloved Ellen leaning upon your arm;

_but ivheney‘er you approached, I was obliged
to avoid you, lest the Countess should ask
me any questions in your presence, in which
case my yoice might betray me ; Isometimes
wished ] had sought an abode far distant, as
1 found the Mquent sight-of you, could not
fail to add fuol, 8] what,&l feared, was an -
bopeless passion,
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At length Baron Steinburgh came'to the
Castle ; one morning early I saw him in ear-
nest conversation with his confidential servant
in the garden; I was hidder from their view,
by the surrounding shrubs, but they shortly
came 50 near me that I could easily hear
what was said ; at the mention of your name,
my attention was instantly rivetted to their
discourse, and -I was soon in possession of
their designs respecting you ; this trusty va-
let, who had long, been the repository of his
masters secrets, and.the participator in his
crimes, suggested -the .plan of his speedily
retyrning, and becoming again an inmate of
the Castle ; this was to be effected, by.the
Baron falling from his horse, when hunting
very near it, and pretending to be much hurt,
in which case he well knew the humanity of
Count Warburgh would order'hm to be con-
veyed thither; the better to put his sheme
in execution, he was to femain some day; :

.confined to his rooin, and on his apparent re-
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covery being completed, to take an oppor-
tunity of carrying you off by force in the
dead silence of the night, and hisservant was
to havea carriage constantly in readiness for

that purpose.

I felt very anxious to convey to you
some idea of your danger, and determined,
at all events, to be your protector ; but knew
not how I could give you any intimation of
it, without discovering myself; I wrote the
words ¢ Beware of Steinbergh,” on a slip of
paper; and folded it up asanote, which I ad-
dressed to, you ; when I saw you «come into
the garden, I dropped it unperceived in the
path you were walking, but you passed it
without notice; it was my intention to drop
it another time, and I hoped with better suc-
eess, but to nfy infinite mortification for a
day or two 1dlid not see you, at last.chance
revealed to ine & method, by which my
wishes might eas'ily be acc;omplished.
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As I was strolling one evening in the
cavirons of the Castle, which I was frequent-
ly in the habit of doing, I perceived an open-
ing that had the appearance of leading to
some subterraneous abode; an iron grate
laid near, but being overgrown by grass,and
weeds, it had not apparently for years been
appropriated to what I conceived to be its
proper use, that of covering the aperture
before me; impelled by an insyrmountable
curiosity, I deterrpined to explore this hid-
den recess, for which purpose I obtained a
light at a neighbouring cottage ; on entering
I descended a Right of steps, and then eame
to a succession of vaults, which led to the
foot of another staircase; having ascended
nearly two thirds of it, [.by chanee touched
a wainscot partition on my right haud, apan-
el of which to my great surprise, flew open,
and I found myself in a chamber, I soon re-
cognized to be yours; usfortunately I had
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not the billet, intended for you in my pucket; ¢
T in vain looked around for pen and ink, or
pencil, nothing of the kind could I perceive;
therefore the only feasible plan for me to a-
dopt, was to remain on the other side of the
wainseot, until you retired to rest, and then
give you the friendly warning I had so long
wished to communicate; I quitted the cham-
ber immediately and carefully closed the
panel, but not without taking an accurate
viewofthe secret spring, and affixing a mark,
by which I might find it again; I descended
into the vaults until I thought you might be
in bed, when I placed myself near the part
of the wainscot that opened ; I perceived
you were in the room, but that your atten-
dant was with you,

Soon as he retired I pronounced in a-
hollow voice, the words written in the note;
fearing you should be op%rmed with sleep,
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and might consider the circumstance only as
a dream ; or not sufficiently understand it
probably being in a state between waking
and sleeping, I determined to repeat the
warning words more, in a yet louder, and
more solemn tone 3 when finding I had arous-
vou from your bed, and that you were walk-
ing about the chamber, I was confident you
had heard me; I intended to quit the sub-
terraneousabode immediately, but recollect-
ed the drawbridge‘was up, and that I could
not get into the Castle, I therefore had no
other resource than to explore the staircase
as far as I could; I gently ascend.ed it, and
on reaching the top passed through a small
door, on to one of the turrets that surround-
ed the building, where I soon perceived
another, which also led to a staircase, this I
decended, and reached my own room,, un-
seen by any body, where I instgntly. retura-
ed thanks’to Hcpvg, thats accident had, at
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length, given me the opportunity I had so
sought, of warning your innocent, and un-

suspecting mind of the danger that awaited

you.
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CHAP. XXIV.

- O

History of St. Alme continued.

As it had been previously agreed upon, Ba-
ron Steinbergh was soon brought.into the
Castle apparently much hurt by a fall from
his horse; 1 watched both his servant, and
himself, with the most anxious solicitude;
soon gs.] found he had quitted bis chamber,
I well knew the time of your tgial was ap-
proaching,’ comequ:nt]y rasolved to defeat
their machinations,’if possible; on the next
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day [ saw some preparations for his depar-
ture, therefore concluded the attempt, to
take you ax(ray, would be made that night ;
in the evening I went to the armoury teok
down a suit of armour, and conveyed it, by
the stairease in the turret, into the first
vault; soon as the family were retired, I
aguain descended thither, by the help of a
Jantern, which I took with me, and having
equipped myself completely in the coat of
mail, I repaired to the secret opening, where
all was quiet; at length I plainly heard the
voice of Stenbergh in your apartment ; I de-
layed appearing until the last moment, hop-
ing yotir resolution, and remonstrances
might induce lnm to abandon his . des:gn,
without my mterference ; but finding nenther
tears, or entreaties had any effect, and that
he had nearly succeeded in taking you off, 1
touched the spring, the panel opened, in-
stantly I rushed in between’ you, and cried

# Fo@@a’:." ’
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I thought it possible the Baron might
be proof against all superstitious fears, and
attack me with his sword, in that case my
armour would have proteeted me ; I was ne-
vertheless prepared for self defence ; but
soou as I appeared, the villain fled, with hor-
ror, and affright strongly depicted in his
countenance; nature overcome, and exhaust-
ed by the resistance you had made, caused
you to fall insensible on the floor; I was
more than once on the point*of raising .you
up, but conceivin}; such a mysterious figure,
would add to you terrors, rather than occa-
sionthem to subside, and seeing your attend-
ant there, I immediately quitted the apart-
ment, closed the panel, and retired into the
vault, when having disincumbered myself of
my ponderous dress, I hung it in its proper
place, before its absence could have been
noticed ; on entering my cha.mber, I again
offered a gmtefulafibute of praise, and ado-

ratxon, to that Baeing who is ever. tl'f protec-
.tor of virtue,
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I now hoped (but vain was the hope)
that you would continue, for the future, un-
molested; I saw you daily in the garden,
with the Countess; somatimes, lost in ad-
miration, my eyes were intently fixcd upon
you ; but the moment your looks were di-
rected towards me, 1 was obliged hastily to
witheraw them, fearing under my disguise,
you s:hou1d trace the features of the unfor-
tunate Ricardo, the victimof an almost hope-
less passion ; I often endeavourcd to come
to the determination of nipping it in the bud,
by removing myself from the object that in-
spired it; but no sooner did you appear,
than such a resolution vanished like' the
morning dew ; with ceaseless anxicty I re-
gretted my fallen, and degraded situation;
which prevented the from disclosing my sen-
timents, and knowing my destiny at once;
before' the lin‘iger,ing hand of time should re-
store me to ;ﬁy hereditary rank and posses-
sions, you might probablydbe anothers’ ; this.
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distracting thought I dare not dwell upen,
but strove to discard it, with its earliest
birth,

Your sudden disappearance, soon after,
thiew all the inhabitants of the Castle into
great distress, especially when we found the
yacht, which, we had every rcason to sup-
pose conveyed you away, was the property
of Baron Steinbergh, and that consequently
you wcre in his power; but hew much was
our distress augmeAted by the melancholy
account we reccived, that you had suuk in-
to a watery grave, in the morning of vour
lifc : your return afforded us unuttei®able joy,
alter we had for sometime mourned your
loss, conceiving you had for ever quitted this
sublunary world ; it was gn event so sudden,
as almost beyond the bounds of possibility,
that I wab long before I could think it more
than a dream, or transient vision; even the
sight of you did not .dissipate. my doubts; I
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rather believed it a phantom, an illusion of
my eyes, than reality ; but when that well
kuown voice assailcd my car, when the dul-
cet sounds of it vibrated to my heart, my
mind received the glad conviction that it
was vour very self, raised from the brink of
death, by the mysterious haud of a protect-

ing Providence.

In order to guard against another sur-
prise, I, at humble distance, watched your
steps, until by the stera command of a re-
lentless father, you were once more torn from

‘us; I saw you depart accompanied by the
Baron Fitzormond, and I may venture to say
from the Count and Countess, to the lowest
domestic not an eye was dry, lamenting tNat
our tears and pity were all we could give ;.
griefwas not confined to the Castle only ; the
peasants, to whom you had often’ been the
almonerof’ your beloved Ellen, invoked bles-
sings on your head, and then remained,



THE OUTLAW. 217

tragsfixed in silent sorrow, until you were
lost to their view.

Although the happiness of being near
you was the only motive that kept me at
Warburgh Castle, yctas I well knew 1 dare
not then venture into France, ;md consider-
ing it a place of safety,I determincd to con-
tinue it, as my residence, until some' more
favorable circumstances might enable me to
remove with security ; another powerful in-
ducement was, thatghere only 1 had a chance
of learning any intelligence of you; I was
for a long time, a prey to the most distress-
ing suspense; when the Count, and Count-
css were in the garden, I frequently listened
to their conversation, but notwithstanding
your name was ‘often mengjoned by both, I
could hear nothing from which I might draw
any inferunce that could give ' ‘a clue to
find out your destiny; my impatience, to
know whether you Pad bcf:ﬂ‘fox'ced into the

L
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armsof Steinbergh was so great, that I could
with difficulty conceal my agitation ; as the
Countess of late had, with her accustomed
affability, often discoursed with me on bota-
nical subjects, I resolved to ask her what had
become of you ; an opportunity soon offered, .
and she seemed pleased with my inquiry, as
it was an additional proof how much every
one was interested in the welfare, and hap-
piness of her young friend ; with a smile of
condescension she acquainted me, that you
had been placed by you fagher in the convent
of St. Clair, and on account of your steady
refusal to become the wife of your persecu:
tor, soon- as your noviciate was ended, you
were to take the veil; though, in either casc,
lost to me for ever, 1 was convinced yom
would enjoy far greater happiness, as one of
the sisterhood, than all the riches of the
world could have afforded you as Baroness
Steinbergh'; that time, and the soothing
balm of religiori must restore your mind to
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a serenity you never could have known with
a villain; your resolution, and fortitude
claimed myunbounded admiration ; my heart
was overwhelined with gricf, when I reflec-
ted I should see yo{x no more, yet it was a
considerable alleviation to my feelings to
know you were in a place of safety, where
the tyranny of an unfceling father could no
longer distress you; to the world you had
met with but little to attach you ; the short
time vou had been in it, your paths were not
strewed with roses, Lut thorns ; the sacrifice
was certainly great yout were about to make,
but under such adverse circumstances, the
best you could adopt, as you would flow ob-
tain that peace the world could not have
afforded you, a peace which passcth all un-
derstanding. '

As miy parents were completcly igno-
rant of my abode, to-ease their anxicties I
felt desirous to get g letter to them, but I

K2
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was apprchensive it might lead to a disco-
very of my situation, therefore I diditby an
indirect channel; recollecting a school-fcl-
low resident at Paris, I resolved he should
be the medium of communication, as I well
knew in him I could place the utmost ¢on-
fidence ; I wrote immediately requesting he
would inform my father where I was; I beg-
ged him to give me an answer as carly as
possible, to address me by my assumed name
of Le Rochg, and inclose it under cover to
Count Warburgh, whaose permission I had
obtained for that purpose. .
A month elapsed without hearing from
him, I however did not despair, well know-
ing the posts, between Germany, and Franee,
were very irregular, and that letters were
often detained on the road; at last the ex-
pected letter arrived, I anxiously ‘broke the
seal, and tne first news that caught my eye
was, 1oy father had paid the debt of nature;
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I could read no more, the paper fell from
my nerveless arm, and I continued in an
agony of mind beyond deseription, until a
flood of tears came to my relicf; after hav-
ing paid this tribute to the memory of my
departed parent; I assumecd fortitude suffi-
cient to read the residue of the letter; 1 al-
so was 'informed by it that the Count De
Ribement died just previous to my father,
aud that my mother embraced the carliest
opportunity, after becoming a widow, of
prescuting a pctitior? to her sovereign, re-
questing a pardon for me, and that I might
be restored to the title and estates of my
anccstors ; the petition had been I?eccived
most graciously, with a promise that an in-
quiry should, shortly be made into the cir-
cumstanccs of the case ; also that there was
a well grounded hope, the praycy of the pe-
tition wou.ld be complied with, especially as
no opposition was expected fipm the family
of the unfortunate Prederick; my mother
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would have written, [ was informed by iy
friend, had not bis cautious advice prevailed
upon her to deny herself that gratification,
until she could be the herald of my pardon,

and restoration.

Three months elapsed withoutany more
news from Paris, but at the expiration of
that period, the long looked for paclket
reached me, directed in my assumed name;
soon as I had opened the cnvcelope, a black
seal, and my mother’s well known hand met
my anxious ecye, the address was by the title
of Baron St. Alme, this I knew to be the
harbiugﬁer of my success; the letter, from
my only surviving parent was most kind
and affectionate, it acquainted me that the
king, after mature deliberation, and consi-
dering the provocation I received, by the
insult oﬁ'ered to a beloved sister,' had been
pleased to grant me a full pardon, and a com-
plete restoration to the title and estates of
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my father ; also, farther, to signify his graci-
ous pleasure that T'should have the command
of a regiment of Hussars, to make up for

the military rank 1 had lost.

I involuntarily fell upon my knecs, aud
pourad forth my gratitude to Heaven for this’
great blessing 5 after which I could not !
help reflecting, how much more valuable it
would have been, could I have shared it
with her, who had such full possession of
my heart ; alas, 1 nfentally ejaculated, had
not the precipitation of an obdurate parent
driven her froer the world, and secluded her
for ever in a convent, I might now,’with(;ut
a blush, have so}icitcd her hand; feeling
my mind was too firmly devoted to its first
attachment, ever to admit of another, 1de-
termined on a life of celibacy, and to dedicate
the remdinder of my days, to the duties of
my profession, and to the filial task of com-
forting the declinipg years of my excellent
mother.
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To avoid the necessity of again repeat-
ing my melancholy story, I resolved to keep
the circumstance a secret at Warburgh
Castle, and only told the Count, that, in con-
scquence of the death of my father, I was
under the necessity of going immediately to
Paris; to prevent surprise, or inquiry, I took
my wages, (although I did not want for mo-
ney, having had aremittance enclosed in the
packet I reccived;) thesel felt a pleasure in
distributing amongst those objects,in which
you took the most interst, and procured a
fresh invocation for blessings on your head, .
when 1 pretended I gave it by your order;
the Count, and Countess Warburgh express-
ed much regret at parting with me, and re-
quested me to come back soon as I conve~
niently could; I thanked them for their
kindness, but assured them my business was
of that nature, as to admit no prospect of my
returning to f}ermany ; I must confess 1
also felt some regret on«my part, to leave a
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spot, which had afforded me a secureasylum,
and where I had been so long under the same
roof with Angela Fitzormond ; before I quit-
ted it, I retraced cach favorite path you had
accustomed yoursclf to walk, and sighed
deeply at the thought, that the object which
once used to enliven them, was lost to mc
for ever.

Early the next morning [ took my de-
parture from the Castle on foot; the first
large town I reaclled, I threw off my dis-
guise, and purchased clothes more suitable
to my situation, and bought a horse to pur-

sue my journey.

T had reached as far as Verdun, when I
was unable to proceed from indisposition ;
on sendmg for medical ass1stance, the disor-

. der was pronounced to bea rheumatlc fevel,
which although it did not 1mmedxate]y en-
danger my life, detained me for three weeks;

L3
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at the expiration of that time I was not able
to ride on horseback, therefore hired an casy

travelling carriage to convey me to Paris.

The meeting between my mother and
myself, under such circumstances is better
felt than described ; my pallid looks too
truly told her, I had been suffering on the
bed of sickness; she watched me with pa-
rental tenderness, and soon restored me to
perfect health,

6

I bad no wish to go into society, but®
etiquette rendered it necessary I should at-
tend the drawing room early as possible, that
I might be presented to the king, oncoming
to my title, and on'my promotion ; also take
that opportunity of returning my personal
thanks to the monarch, for granting the
prayer of my petition ; the day was fixed,
and I was I;IOBt' graciously received both by
Louis, and his august ¢onsort; as the pe-
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culiar circumstances of my case caused cvery
eye to be fixed upon me, I was glad to quit
the presence chamber, and return home,
soon as the ceremony of presentation was at
an cnd, and I could with propriety lcave the

royal circle,

I sometimes rode upon ti\e Boulcvards,
sometimes in the Bois de Boulogne, and oc-
casionally went to the Theatre; but all in-
vitations [ resolutely refused, until the

- Austrian Ambassadgr gave a route;; his cards
werc very general, not a person of rank but
received one ; my mother imagined that my
total seclusion from socicty must jnjurc my
hea’ltb, as well as spirits, therefore at her
carnest and anxious entreaty, which was
strongly seconded by two officers who were
formerly in the same regiment with me,and
had just arrived at Parie, I agfeed to accept
it, and accompany them thither; but how
can I describe my sensatiohs on entering the
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aroom, to distinguish you in the first ‘party
that I met; Igazed with wonder, and asto-
nishment; scarcely could I credit the evi-
dence of my senses; my countcnance fully
indicated the joyful feelings of my heart, on
the occasion ; I would gladly have devoted
the remainder of the evening to your society,
but delicacy forbade my intrusion into the
party you were with, especially as the Count
and Countess Warburgh were there, by
neither of whom I wished, at that moment,
to be recofnized as their former servant, Le
Roche; nor could I, with propriety, leave
the friends who came with me; therefore
most unwillingly parted from you, anxious-
ly anticipating the happiness I should expe-~
rience from theinterview that was promised
me on the ensuing morning ; no longer grief
and sorrow were inmates of my breast ; those
pleasing prospects which I conceivéd were

' for ever vanished, once moretook possession
of my mind, exhilarated my spirits, and anis
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mated my whole frame; I was, in everf
sense of the word a new creature, for bope
again smiled upon me with all the loves,
and graces in her train.

But not long was I permitted to enjoy
the pleasing anticipation of future felicity ;
soon was the checring prospect annihilated ;
soon each fond idea was nipped in the bud;
on going to the upper part of the further
room, after having paid the usual compli-
ments to the Awbudsador, and his lady, my
car caught the sound of your name, from a
party who were in earnest discourse near
mec ; I anxiously listened with breathless ex-
pectation, and heard you were engaged, and
soon to be united to the gentleman, with
whom I saw you, who was the Marquis De
Villeneuve ; this direful news was like a
thunderbolt to me, it struck to my heart’s
core, and awakened every faculty to a keen
perception of my lpss; my .companions dis-
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#overed the change in me; to their repeated
inquiries I pleaded sudden indisposition, and
went home soon as the carriage could be

procured,

My ever anxious mother was alarmed
at seeihg me back so early; I assigned as
the reason, that the excessive heat of the
rooms, and the various perfumes from the
different ‘exotics, were too powerful for me,
but I now felt revived ; I soon retired to bed,
sleep however fled from fay pillow, and the
night was spent in restless anxiety, and vain
lamentations at my destiny ; I dreaded the,
approaching interview with you, as much
as I beforedesired it ; and would haveavoid-
ed it, if I could have done so, without a full
explanation of my sentiments; I consequent-
ly dccermmed to see you, for the last time ;
to disguise as ; much as possible my agitation,
and endeavour to summon fortitude for the
task [ had to umiergo ; aféer which I resolv-
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ed to leave Paris for my regiment, soon as f
could possibly arrange some affairs of my
deceascd father’s, that I might not again be
exposed to the risk of meeting you ; my feel-
ings at the interview I am confident I need
not explain, they were too visible in my
countenance ; the fremor, "and agitation of
my whole frame could not fail to be observ-
cd by you; I must have appcared quite a
diffcrent being; hope, and joy no longer
animated mc, but I was the pale, wan image
of despair; I feit dhe severity of the trial too
much to bear, thercfore was obliged to tear
.mysclf from your presence, sooner thanI in-
tended, and rather abruptly ; I im‘mediately
hurricd home, and to prevent the inquiries
of my mother got to my chamber unpereeiv-
ed, threw mysclf on the bed, and there gave

way to J:he acuteness of my feelings.

L[]
I endeavoured, at dinper, to meet the
scrutinizing eye of a parent with as much
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composurc as possible, but she was not to
be deceived; she saw my indispoéition was
seated in the mind, and something laboring
in my breast, thatJ endeavoured to conceal ;
her entreaties were most strenuous to be the
sharer of mysorrows, but this-I declined, as-
suring her however that I would strive to
discard from my breast any circumstance
which gave me uneasincss, in a few days
she should see the rcmembrance of it, was
entirely effaced; to know the happiness of
her son was lost for evc‘f’, would have been
a severe blow to the tranquility of her de-
ciining ycars, consequently ¥ resolved to
conceal it from her, by assuming a cheer-

fulness, very foreign to my heart.

My two young friends visited me every
day, and cngcavourcd to amuse me, with
the frivolous chit chetof the faslxio;xable cir-
cles at Paris; ouc :iorning they informed
me, the Marquis I - /illeneuve had received
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so severea check to his intolerablc vanity, as
to become the subject of conversation
throughout the whole town ; I had hitherto
listened to them with a complete apathy, and
indifference, but the name of Villeneuve
aroused me from my lethargy awakencd all
my feclings, and excited my curiosity ; I ca-
gerly exclaimed what of him? the Marquis,
continued my friénd, is well known to have
been a spoiled child from his cradle; the
task his parents began, was finished by the
Parisian Bellvs, bping possessed of a hand-
some person, a large fortune, and capable of
_whispering jp the female ear a number of
these sundry nothings, those sweeg blaudish-
ments of flattery which are so pleasing to
the greater part of the sex, and that inex-
pericnce, and vanity are too often apt to con-
strue into love, he became an object of ad-
miration with all the wom®n; urged by
parcntal solicitude, that his Mrge fortune
would be most dgsirable Yor them, on the
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one hand, and prompted by & wish of thcir
own, on the other, to excitc the envy of their
sex by having the preference given to them,
all the coquettes of the first circles made a
dead set at the gay Marquis; somectimes
like the grand Signior, he threw his baud-
kerchief to one, sometimes to another, but
his exclusive attachment was never long
fixed upon any; one day he inspired hopes,
that next crnshed ; until Mademoiselle Fitz-
ormond appeared, whose beauty, ‘and vir-
tues were the theme of gyery tongue; Vil-
leneuve felt the influence of such charms,
andshe alone shone as the magnet that could
attract him ; insensible to all others from'
the moment of first beholding her,she.seem "o
‘ed to have the magic art of fixing his affec-
tions, which had hitherto been so unstablc;
he followed her like her shadow, and when-
ever she appeared, he was her ¢onstant
chaperon frem which the busy world natu-
rally drew thgjﬂferencg, l1;hm; he was an ac-
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cepted lover; and was he not? I said with
an carnest impetuosity, that manifested my
feelings on the occasion, and created much
surprisc in my excellent mother,that I should
take so warm an interest in a stranger; pa-
tieuce, paticnce answered my friend, and
you shall hear; the Marquis certainly con-
ceived himsclf so and dceming it one of the
impossibilities of human nature, that he
could be refused, had not even made an of-
fer, fully imagining he had only to commu-
nicate his wisl, ung acceptance would follow
of course ; he considered it a mere form, but
_as it wasneccssary to be observed, he wrote
a billet doux to acquaint the lady, she alone
was the happy woman, on whom he would
condescend to bestow himself for ever; butto
the infinite mortification of poor Villencuve,
the fair one rejected this delectable gift ;
his seflsations were indescribhble, when he
received in answer, a polite, but a positive,

refusal ; ever befpre havixfg)geen accustom-
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ed to behold his wishes no sooncr formed,
than gratified, he felt this humiliation the
greater ; humbled, abashed and disappoint-
ed, he determined not again to encounter
the public gazc, but early the ensuing morn-
ing, quitted Paris for Italy.

Here my friend finished his narration,
this was indeed a cordial to my drooping
spirits; the embers of hope, which werc
nearly extinct, began to revive, and were

soon kindled by it, into 3 flame.

- I'have now written you my eventfuf
history, ard being restored to my hereditary
rank, and estates I am placed in a situation.
that enables me to offer you this hand, and
heart which have long devofed to you ; on
your fiat does my future felicity, or misery
depend ; but I beseech you, let that'de only
a secondary éonsideration, your own happi-
ness the first ; cdnsult that inward monitor
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your heart, beforc you answer ; probe it o
the quick; lest gratitude for the few services
I have rendered you, should be mistake +

for love.

S7. ALME
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CHAP. XXVIIL

B 1]

AnceLa, after having. finished the packet,
gave it to.her mother, egrnestly requesting
her to read it with attention, then quitted
the room; the Baroness, after perusal of it,
could not.but admire the magnanimity of
the man, who had, more than once, been the |
preserver of her daughter ; had watched over
her with the tenderness of a parent, and
shielded her from so many dangers; the
proofs of the'sincerity of whose attachment
weré 50 numerous, as to admit little doubt
but the future “happiness of Angela might
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sufely be intrusted to his care; the anxious
parent felt she had but a very few more
years to number in this swiftly passing
scene, and thought it would soothe the
pangs of separation, to leave herdaughter
such a protector.

Angela now entered the rogm, and saw
by ihe countenance of her m(;tl;er, the cen-
tents had not displeased her ; “well madam,”
she said, “what answer must [ return i’ the
Baroness replied, “thg answer your heart die-
tates ;” she then candidly confessed she pre-
fered St. Alme, to any man she ever saw ;
that his generosity, and nobleness of mind
first won her gratitnde, which had since ri-
pened into love ; her fond parent assured her
the proposal met with her full approbation;
the next morning therefore a favorable an-
swer was dispatched to the Barofl, who soon
availed himself of the permission lte received
to wait upon' Angela; a meeting under such



240 BIC4RDO,

eircamstances is not tobe described; an ex-
planation had taken place with the mother
of St. Alme, who, anxious to behold her fu-
ture daughter, on the second visit accompa-
nied her %on; the beauty, fascinating man-
ners, and good sense of Angela, made a
deep impression on the venerable matron,
she was also charmed with the affability,
and kindness of the Baroness Fitzormond,
and all parties appeared mutually pleased

with each other.

) When Ellen was informed the offerhad
been made, and accepted, she began torally
her yourg friend upon it ; “what,” shesaid,
“no sooner is one lover discarded, than ang-
ther is inlisted in your train; you arequite a
monopolizer of beaux; I think the ladies
must rejoice when you leave Paris, for they
do not stand one solitary chance, While you
are here; You certainly possess some magic
power, which draws all their admirers to
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you ; perhaps you will be surprised, replicd
Angela, to find my new beau is an old ac-
quamtance of yours impossible, answered
Ellen, I never saw him, until 1 canc to Pa-
ris, and he was pointed out to me by Ville-
ncuve, by the designation of “ the Kuight of
the woceful countenance,” Augcla then re-
plicd “your acquaintance has been of amuch
longer standing, it commenced at Warburgh
Castle;” ““who is this mysterious' stranger:”
said Ellen, “for I am confident St. Alme was
never theresince i lrecame the mistress ofit;”
< indeed but he has though” cried Angela,
with a smile; “suspend your curiosity until
you have read this packet, which will give
you a full explanation ;” Ellen cagerly took it

and bade her friend adieu for the morning.

At dmner, shereturned wx}h the Count,
and rurmmg into the room said, with asmile,
“so I find my faithful gardener Le Roche was
no other than St*Alme in disguise, who,

M
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Proteus like, took that shape to be near the
object of his idolatry ; to what will not love
transform us! who could, for a moment,sup-
pose, that wig, and tremendous large hat
concealed a lover of yours, who condescend-
cd to become a domestic servant, that he
might now and then obtain a transient glance
of two bright eyes, and occasionally hear the
soft music of the fair Syren’s voice, who had
thus cnchanted him ; but whereishe? War-
burgh, and myself liked him so well in his
assumed character, that we are anxious to
welcome him in hisreal one ;” the Count ad-
. ded; “and by a title, that will be ever dear to
us, the Uestinedh husband of our beloved
Angela.”

Ehen now joined in the sincerest con-
gratulations, on the prospect there was of
the future felicity of their young friend ; and
that a life, cwhigh had been clouded by mis-
- fortune, was now likely ¢o terminate in hap-
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piness, and peaceful tranguility; but one
thing they both insisted upon, which was
that- this unexpected event, should not de-
iay the intended visit to Warburgh Castle ;
also that the wedding should take place
there; to prevent the gossiping circles of
the town again making Angela, the theme of
their conversation, she determined to con--
tinuc in the utmost privacy during the time
she remained at Paris, which was now
obliged to be prolonged for a few days; St.
Alme and the Bargness were to be inrvited
to accompany them; no sooner was this
ptan proposed, than the Baron, with his
venerable mother, who were to dine there,
arrived to ratify it, with some little va-
riation,

After the necessary mtroductlon to the
Count, and Countess Wat‘burgh by whomn
St. Alme was most cordially welcomed, not
as .a stranger butea friend,. the late agree-

M2
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ment was brought upon the carpet; it was
cheerfully subscribed to by the other party
concerned, only with this difference, that
they could not accompany their friends to
Warburgh Castle at the time proposed, the
Baron being obliged to be present, at the
approaching review of his regiment, which
was quartered at Lisle ; his mother had also
some business that would detain her at Paris
for the present, but they both promised,

soon as possible, to join their family circle
in Germany. ‘

" This matter being definitively settled,
the Count and Countess, with Angela, and
the Baroness Fitzormond left Paris, and tra- '

velled, by easy stages, towards Warburgh
Castle.

* As they came in sight of its wéll known
walls, varicus, and many were the thoughts
that.arose in the mind of Angela; she re-



THE OUTLAW. o u4d

flected that when she first entered it, she
was a fugitive from her parental home, and
sought that shelter, and protcction, which
her generous friends had so amply bestowed;
she was torn from thence, by onc, whom, as
he had made every possible recompence to
her for his conduct, she would no longer
name by the epithet he merited; on again
reaching it, she had just been dclivered, al-
most miraculously from a watery grave ; at
the stern command of an unrelenting father,
she once more left its hespitable roof; but
now was returning toit, blessed with riches,
. honors, and the affection of the only man,
for whom she ever felt an attaclfiment ; re-
turning to unite her fate with his for ever :
as she took a retrospective. view of these
events, she paid a humble, but silent tribute
“of adoration to that omnipotent Power, who,
by unseen ways, had condacted her from
misery, 19 happiness, had watched over her
tender years, and shielded her from every



246 . RICARDO,

danger ; she was quite absorbed in these re-
flections until areused from them by the re-
joicing of the concourse of peasants assem-
bled to welcome the return of the Count
and Countess; they were arranged by old
Peter, the porter, on each side of the road,
leaving only a.space for the carriages to pass;
every countenance beamed with pleasure,
every voice resounded with acclamation;
Angela beheld each well known face with
joy, and from the window of the carriage
nodded to those, who moge immediately came
within her observation ; at the sight of her,
their acclamations redoubled, and did not
" ceuse, until the carriages had past the draw-
bridge, and gut within the Castle yard..

‘The serenity of the weather, added to
the pleasure of the scene, it was a beautiful
evening, he commencement of summer,
and tlil?m‘was reflecting its last- golden
raysgefiie bosom of a calm unrufled ocean;



THE OUTLAW. 247

variegated naturc was in her gayest attire,
dispensing fragrance all around; gentic
peace, with her handmaid smiling plenty,

made the vallics sing with joy and gladness.

Angela would accept of no other apart-
ment, than that she last occupied, as it
awakened in her mind many past remesi-
brances; and her faithful Janet was aiso
again put in possession of the same room,
in whichsheslept before ; on retiring for the
night, she 1'en1i11(}.e(l her mistress of a former
promise, that when she came to Warburgh
Castle, she should be permitted to pay a vi-
sit to her aged parents in the bxkneys 3 “be
assured,” Angela replicd, ‘“the promise is not
forgotten by me, and shall be most certainly
fulfilled ; perhaps, Janet, you wonld prefer
continuing there, I should be unwilling to
part With you, but if your future happincss
depeud upon it, I would, on flo aceount, re-
fuse your requegt ;” “for Heaven's sake, ma-
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dam” Janet answered, “do not mention such
a thing, never will I desert you so long as 1
have life; can you imagine after the gaiety
of Pavis, I could reconcile myself to thas
harren desolate spot; I am only anxious to
sce once more my good parents, and the
companions of my vouth; a stay of fourteen
days will be amply suflicicut for me; T would
not again reside there, onany consideration,
as indepeadent of my regard for you, I should
think myself buried before my time; had 1
never strayed beyond the rocky boundary of
my native Isle, I should have been satisfied
with it; but being by your goodness intro-
duced intodivelicr scenes, my thoughts, and
wislies aspire beyond the humble cot of the
fisherman ;" “my good girl” said Angela, I
was only jesting, I know full well, your at-
tachment to me will end, but with your life;1
applaud your filial affection, and will speak
to the Count o provide you with a convey-
ance, which shall ‘wait to kring you back;”
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Janet overwhelmed her mistress witha pro-
fusion of thanks, and then took leave for the
night.

Angela performed her promise very
soon, a small vessel was easily procured for
the voyage, and in a week Janet embarked,
and sailed for the O1kneys, bearing such a
munificent remembrance from her mistress,
to sandy and Moggy, as would enable them
to pass the evening of their lives in comfort,
and comparative yfflucnce ; she also took a
letter to Miss M‘Donald, accompanied by a
valuable ring, and a handsome piece of plate,
to decorate the sideboard of the yung Laird ;
when at Paris, Angcla bore in mind the for-
mer request of Janet, and provided herself
with these presents, as a small tribute of
gratitude, to a family, to whom she was so
deeply' indebted for their f;'iendship, and
hospitality, when cast desolat:;', and forlorn
npon their coasts

K3 -
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Ellen and Angela walked by the seaside,
and beheld the vessel fast receding from
their view ; this forcibly reminded them of
the danger the latter had escaped, under si-
milar circumstances; and they in unison
lifted their eyes to Heaven, with a silent
ejaculation of thanks, for such a mercy more
powerfui, than words could express it ; they
daily amused themselves by retracing those
paths in which they had formerly been ac-
customed to stray ; in viewing the progress
of those shrubs, and richexoties, which had
been the peculiar care of Angela, and since
nurtured with theutmost attention by EHen;
they also beheld with no little pleasure, how
much the garden had been improved, by the
horticultural knowledge of St. Alme.

The Countess and her young friend
paid an early visit %o the pensioners:to sup-
port whom t;le bt‘mnty of Ellen hadso largely.
contributed; the village %chool, established
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by herdirection, for the education of females,
was not negleeted by them ; they superin-
tended the progress their little pupils had
made in their studies, and awarded prizes
to the industrious; to behold their infant
minds expand, and the seeds of virtue and
religion ripening in their breasts, gave to
both ineffable satisfaction.

The mother of Angela frequently ac-
companied them & short distance, and ap-
peared to imbibg new strength from the
change of air; the change of scene also con-
. tributed to revive her naturally languid spi-
rits ; supported by the arm of antiffectionate
daughter, she often traversed the spacious
grounds, and beheld with delight the exube-
rant garden; rosy spring had just receded,
and madt, way for the rnpened beauties of
summer; every thing was bloommg in full
luxuriance, the meridian sun ammutmg and
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invigorating all around ; the eye gazed with

wonder on the various colours, that the

shrubs and flowers displayed to the view,

and the alfactory sense was gratified with
the rich perfumes that exaled from them,

and breathed their fragrance in every direc-

tion; nature was now showering down her

bounty, with an unsparing hand ; the. Ba-

roness was enraptured with the scene; it

was such a contrast to the noise and bustle

of the populous city she had left, that it be-

came doubly acceptablg,; the Count was

much taken up with some alterations he

was making, that the ladies saw very little
of him unt{l the Castle bell summoned him

to dinner; and the evenings were generally
enlivened by the musical powers of Ellen,
and Angela.

-As Jnnel; had been gone the time pro-
posed, Angel'a was now-daily expecting her
return ; she frequ‘ently ascended a hill, which
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-commanded an extensive sea view, and every
vessel which she saw at a distance, she anx-
iously hoped was the bearer of her faithful
domestic.

One evening, Ellen, Angela, and the
Count were strolling on the seabeach when
they observed a small sloop standing in for
the shore, the wind being favorable, in a lit-
tle time she was at anchor ; the Count, by a
pocket telescope, soon discovered that it was
the same, in which Janet embarked, the
boat was lowered down, but to the infinite
disappointment of Angela, no female was
seen to enter it ; she looked with an anxious
eye, until it put off from the vessel, and ap-
proached the spot where they v;;ere; good
Heavens, she then exclaimed, where, where
is Janet? some dreadful accident must have
befalltn her ; the Count and Ellen attempt-
ed to offer her consolation in. vain, her eye
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was stedfastly fixed on the progress of the
boat, no sooner had it reached the shore,
than sherantowardsitin breathless agitation,
and demanded what they had done with their
passenger? before the person she addressed
had time to answer her, she eagerly snatch-
ed a letter he held in his hand, tore it hastily
open, and found it was from the young Laird,
acquainting her, that he could not be satis-
fied with expressing‘his gratitude by writing
alone, but was desirous to do it in person,
and that in a few days bogh his sister, and
himself would have that happiness ; they had
therefore prevailed upon Janet to defer her
return, that“they might accompany her.

Fearing her mistress should be uneasy
at the delay, he had dispatched the vessel
with this letter, thank God she is safe, said
Angela, 1 have so long been accustomed to
misfortune, that my orfeboding heartis ever
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ready to conjecture the worst ; with a mind
again at ease, she took the armof the Count,
and returned with Ellen and him to the
Castle,
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CHAP. XXVIIL

B YS.

Janer had a fair wind, and soon got sight
of her native island ; whep she landed, dress-
ed in the last parisian fashion, amidst a con-
course of fishermen who were on the shore,
all hats wére token off on her approach by
the men, and the women dropped their best
courtesy, little thinking this fine lady was
the daughter of their humble neighbours
Sandy and Moggy, so completely was she
metamorphosed from the raw scotch girl
they formerly knew her; she nodded fami-
liarly to all, but none appeared to recognize
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her; breathless with impatience, she at

length reached the cottage of her aged pa-

rents ; Sandy was sitting outside the door in

his arm chair, enjoying the cvening air, with

his faithful Moggy by his side; they rose

from their seat at her approach, and began

to make their obeisance, as to a perfeet stran-

ger; the tide of filial affection could no lon-
ger be restrained, Janet only answered their
salutations, by throwing her arms round the
neck of her venerable father, exclaiming, “do
you not know me?edo you not know your
child?”’ at the welcome -sound of her voice,
.thcy both embraced their long lost daughter,
and all blended their tears togeth.er ; the old
couple than wiped their eyes, and gazed

with wonder, and astonishment, at the al-

teration so short a time had made in their

beloved girl.

Many of Janet’s comp.auio'ns were wit-

ness to- this scene? but stood at humble dis-
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tance, until she beckoned them to approach;
herhand was extended to each, accompanied
with a smile ; the news soon spread to the
neighbouring cottages all the inmates of
which, both young and old, hastcned to wel-
come her return ; to many of them she gave
some little present, as a remembrance ; joy
sparkled in every countenance, and the even-
ing was spent in innoceat mirth, and cou-
viviality ; overcome with fatigue, Janet at
length retired to rest, and slept as soundly
on her humble pallet,.as on the beds of
down at Warburgh Castle,

The next morning she astonished
her parents with the bounty of Angela, a
bounty, great beyond their expectation ;
they received the gift with gratitude,
and blessed the day that the life of their
benefactrix was preserved on the Orkney
Islands, (
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After having .partaken of the best
breakfast the cot afforded, Janet proceeded
on her way to the house of the young Laird,
accompanicd by one of the fishermen, who
carried the munificent present of Angela ;
M¢ Donald met her in the avenue, without
the smallest recollection of her, and on re-
questing to speak to both his sister, and
himself, she was conducted into the best
parlour; Miss MDonald soon joined then,
on.which she communicated her name, and
produced a letter from her mistress, also
the piece of plate and ring ; the former was
.a beautiful vase with a snitable inscription,
which when placed on the sidebdard of the
young Laird reared its proud head, in lofty
state, above the pieces of antique plate that
suryoundedit; the ring was a valuable dia-

mond inscribed with the name of Angela.

’ o o .
They were both much 'gratiﬁed by this
kind, and superb femembrance from their
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young friend, and out of respect to her, Ja-
net was admitted as a guest at their table;
indced they offered to accomodate her with
a bed while she remained on the island ; but
this she modestly declincd ; as it was proba-
ble she might never again behold her aged
parents, she wished to devote the residue of
her time to them ; she now informeq the
young Laird, and his sister of all that had
befallen Angela since she left them; of the
splendid fortune she enjoyed by the death of
her father, anq Baron Steinbergh; also that
she was soon to give her hand to the Baron
St. Alme; that the ceremony was to take
place at Warburgh Castle, after which the
Count and Countess were to accompany

them to the family mansion of Fitzormond.

At the mention of the marriage, some
embers of f?rn.ler affection appeariad to re-
vive in the breast of M‘Donald, but they
were soon chec‘llied by his good sense, which
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constrained his feelings, within the more
rational bounds of friendship ; they insisted
Janet should take a bed there that night,
and listened with anxious attcntion to the
relation of what had happened to Angela
during the last few months; they expressed
a great wish to see their amiable young
frignd once more, and if this opportunity
were lost, she would be too far rcmoved
from them to effect it, they therefore agreed
to accompany Janet back to Warburgh
Castle, as they cguld not feel satisfied to
testify their gratitude, in any other manner
. than personally, and from the hospitality and
assurances of the Count and Colntess, they
were confident of not being considered as
unwelcome guest. )

Janet found the same forms were ob-
served as in the time of the old Laird,
the domestics were summoned, ‘accord-
ing to ancient 'custom,‘ to morning and
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evening prayer; the first and last act of the
day was an offering of praise, and adoration
to the bountiful giver of all good, for his con-
tinued protection of them ; the family pic-
tures kept their places with an excellent
likenazss of the old Laird added to them; also
the well worn livery, with tarnished lace,
was stil! exhibited on the back of theigat-
tendant, and from the care taken of it, ap-
peared to bedestined to go through as many
generations as it had done.

After breakfast Janet took her leave,

not a little elevated, as she thought, in the.
"eyes of her companions, on being admitted
a guest at the table of the Laird; when she
had once more regained the cottage of San-
dy, she took care the distinguished honor
she had recei.ved, should not be concealed,

by relating it to every one she saw ; the old-
eouple: viewed her with conscious pride,
~when they conte:nplated the change. which
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bad taken place in her, who was the only
comfort of their declining years ; when they
beheld the humble Janet, transformed into
the principal attendant ou the heiress of the
noble House of Fitzormond ; the better to
impress the minds of her companions with
her consequence, and importance, she occa-
sioqally imitated some of the airs andgraces
of the Paris ladies she had scen, by looking
down with a degree of supercilioﬁsness, ‘and
contempt on her less fortunate neighbours;
but this was onl&the flight of a moment,
her natural good humour soon returned, and

_she again became the same Janet, they had
formerly known. -

A fortnight had nearly expired, when
she began to think it was time to re-
turn to her mistress, as she liad promised,
she therefore waited upon M‘Donald
to know, when his sister, .and -ilimself
would be able toeccompatly her ; he replied
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‘it mustbe anotherweck before he could go 3’
but to alleviate the anxiety of Angela at the
delay, he proposcd the vesscl should sail im-
mediately with a letter from him, to inform
her of the cause, and that in a few days Ja-
net should embark with them in a sloop he
had fitted up, for occasionally crossing to
Scotland; Sandy and Moggy rejoiced the
departure of their only child was postponed,
for a short time; the week that remained
was devoted by Janet, to the solace, and
comfort of her venerable parents.

The young Laird at length announced
to his inteded “compagnon de voyage” that
the next day, but one, was fixed for their
departure, accompanjed with a desire she
would be at hxs house by seven o’Clock
in the mommg "to divert her anxious pa-
rents. from turmng their thoughts to the
separatxon, whxch was about to take place,
also to shew a testlmony «of her regard for
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the juvenile friends of her youth, Janet de-
termined to invite all those with whom she
had been most intimate, to spend the last
evening of her stay, at Sandy’s cot ; the sum-
mons was eagerly embraced, the lasses as-
sembled early in their best attire, and when
the boats employed in the fishery came on
shore, the young men were also requessed
by the mistress of the ceremonies, to join
the festive throng ; afier having been regaled
with tea, cakes, and whiskey, “auld Jamie”
the blind piper was fent for, that he might
exert his musical ewers to enable them to
strike np a rustic dance; Janet opened
* the ball, haying been selected for a partoer
by the smartest of the ﬁibermen the evens~
ing was beautiful, and they danced ypon the
green, while Sandy and Moggy sat in their
arm chairs at the doar of thelr cot, gazing
with pleasure on the mirth, apd merrijens
visible,in every countenaneq; they kept pp
the dance-until a late hoyr, apd would hiye
N N
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continued yet long:er, but unfortunately
“auld Jamie” had taken copious draughts
of whiskey, the potency of which had such
an cffect upon him, that the bag-pipes drop-
ped from his nerveless arm, and he fell bach
in his chair, in a state of utter insensibility ;
us this loss could not be supplied, it of course
put an end to the evening’s amusement, and

the guesis departed, not a little pleased with
the liberality of the donor. '

After breakfast the next morning, which
was very sparingly pariaken of by any of
them, Janct, supporting a venerablé parcnt
on--ei¢h o,p#, proceeded to the house of
M‘Domld, the bearts of all were too full to
#iford much conversation ; 3 the daughter en-
detvoured to disguise her own feelings, that

she might assusge those of her mother; she
ised, if God spared their lives, to visit
guﬁ' afain in three yeats; reminded them
of¥he Gonipdrative comfort they were pbw
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placed in, by the bount¥ of Angeln; and bad
them not despair, but put their trust in the
same omnipotent Being, who bad hitherto
protected them ; soon as they reached the
Lnird’s, he informed Janet every thing was
ready, and they only stopped for her; Mlgs
M‘Donald joined themn directly, when chey
all proceeded to the beach, where the boat
of the vessel was waiting to carry them on
board ; the Laird,\nd his sister immediately
got into it, while Sandy and Moggy with
tears running down their furrowed cheeks,
were alternately embracing their daughtér
_and invoking blessings on her béiid; the
heart of Janet now over-flowed,’ she coujd
no longer restrain the effusions of nature,
the torrent would burst forth, aud al;é ‘blen-
ded her tears with theirs,

Atlength afier kissing each parent of-
fectionately, and extending a I:md to thoge
of her _fema!e_bompaniom'wh& osbae to see.

N2



268 RICARDO,

her embark, she hurnied into the boat, it in-
stantly put off from the shore, and rowed
towards the vessel, which was already under
way ; Janet cast many a long lingering look
behind and with her handkerchief waved a
last adieu, which was answered by Sandy,
with his hat; when she was on board, the
sloop made sail, with a favorable wind, and
the shores of Orkney were soon lost to the

. /
view. .

{
Toward evening the breeze died away,

and a calm succeeded'for so long a time,

¢

that it was the morning of the sixth day, be-
fore they tould discern the lofty turrets of
Warburgh Castle ; by noon they came to an
anchor in thé bay ; when the boat was hoist-
ed out, M‘Donald, his sister, and Janet en-
tered it, and proceeded towards the shore;
they had got but a small distance ffom the
vessel, and fhey could plainly distinguish
Angela looking “anxiously towards them,
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leaning upon the arm of 8gentleman ; when -
nearei', Janet exclaimed it is the Baron St.
Alme, the wedding of my dear mistress will
now soon take place;” although the Laird
well knew he never had any prospec:t of ob-
taining the hand of Angela, y‘et he could not
help feeling an unpleasant scnsation, at the
sight of his more happy rival; the colour
rushed into his checks, and was succeeded
by a death-like p\leness ; the sensation, how-
ever, was but momentry, as he had recover-
ed his composure Hefore the boat reached
the shore. » '

Janet was so overjo_wiul at again seeing
her mistress, that urged by impatience, she
jumped out nearly up to her knees in water ;
Angela welcomed her back most ardently,
and held out her hand in token of regard for
her fyithful domestic, this was eagerly tuken
by Janet, and pressed\ rvespectfully to her
lips; St, Alme stepped fprward toassist Miss
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M‘Donald, and hét® brother soon followed ;
Angela embraced the former most ardently,
and the latter she shook by the hand, much
pleased that she had another opportunity of
testifyirig lier gratitude to those, who had so
liberally, and kindly protceted her, when in
distress ; shic presented them both to bt
Alme, at the same time stating th;= boundless
obligations she was under to their family ;
he received them very cordlially, saying the
friends of Mademwisclle” Fitzormond mmst
ever be dear to him, ¢

-

¢

. The Baron walked forward with M‘Do-
nald, Angela took the arm of his sister, and
Junet brought up the rear; in this manner
they proceeded to the Castle; long before
they reached the drawbridge, they were met
by the Count and Countess who welcomed
their new gucsts with the utmoss kigdness
and hospitalityg after which they proceeded
to, the library, whepe the two.venerable Ba-
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roncsses were sitting, to whom they were
seperately introduced, and most graciously
reccived; the mother of Angela added her
acknowledgements, to those of her daughter,
for the obligations they considered them-
stives under to the whole of the M‘Donald-;
the Laird’s rescrve soon wore off, haviug
spent 2ome days with the Count and Count-
css before; thejr increased condescension,
and affability, mad\e him regard them as old
acquaintance ; his sister, who had never
been in such comp.an_v until then, could not
at once conquer l.mr natural timidity, and to
Angela alone was she unreserved ; but ~lhe
wiuning Kindness of Ellen, soon dissipated
it, and in a few days, she felt herself much
ore at ease; she had been to Edinburgh
but seldom, since sheleft school, consequent -
ly had of late seen very little more ét;ciety
than“that of her own family.

By the pegsuasions'f thé Cowiitess, and
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the entreaties of Angela, theirscotch friends
_agreed to remain at Warburgh until the
‘marriage ceremony was over, which would
be in another week, and great preparations
were making for it ; the only difference that
existed betWeen the Count and Ellen, was,
that they were not of the same religion ; the
former was'a Lut.heran, and the latter was
biought up a Catholic; but a chapel had
been built contiguous to gl{e Castle, that El-
len might have the pmﬁer of worshipping
her Creator, in the matner she had been ac-
customed;; St. Alme andAngela, being both
natives of France, ’vi'erp Catholics also, there-
fore in this chapel was the ceremony to be
pe;lbrmed, which was newly paintedand or-
uamented for the occamon.

-ln the valet of St. Alme, Janet recog-
mz'ed anold acquaintance; she'had'dfmn met
the nvaly Louis at Paris, and he had as often
wh:spered soft, tales of love into ber ear ; be
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"had been in England with a former master,
and époke the language fluently ; he now
réenewed those tales to the blushing maid,
who, notlifng loath, suffered him to gain an
interest in her heart ; many were the inter-
views they bhad in the garden, seated in one
of the alcoves, after dinner when all the
family were engaged at table ; regardless of
the hours passing;, they one day had extend-
ed their stay longer than usual, and at the
moment Louis was qu his hnees to the fair
damscl, urging her ;nth all the eloquence of
which he was master, to give her sweet per-
son to him for life ; and she, with ill dissem-
bled coyness, and down cast eyee, was saying
“dont a~k me Mr. Lou, indeed I cannot
think of it”’ although her looks at the same
time spoke con<ent to his wish, the cunap-
tared pair were suddenly surprised by the
entiarfee of Ellen, and Angela, who had, for
sometime been ligtening td the amorous
cffusions of thesq turtle foves; Louis im-
Ns
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mediately arose, dropped the hand of Janet,
which he held unresistingly, and jn gonfasion
mede the best of bis way to the Castle,
The love stricken maid stood almost pe-
trified with alarm, the blushes that were
glowing on her cheek, as she heard the fond
and welcome avowal of his passion for her,
soon fled,a ghastly pallid hue succecded, she
trembled much, and xyith difficulty kept
herself from falling, ufitil reanimated with
the fascinating smile of her mistress ; be not
alarmed or frightened Janet, she said, you
are not the first yirl that has been surprised
with athanduome young man at her feet ; and
so, you intended to refuse him, I did not
think there was so much cruelty in your
nature ; indeed madam, exclaimed Janet, 1
did not mean to be cruel; I sincerely believe
you, Angela r;plied, but you are at firesent
so confused, ‘you know not what you say,
you may now go,"in the eyening 1 will have
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some father conversation with you about
this love affair, Janet ; glad to be released,
hurried away, and was soon out of sight, hid
from the view by the various shrubs, with
which she was surrounded.
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CHAP. XXIX.

-G

Axgira felt a sincere y‘gard for her faithful
domestic, consequenitly was unwilling she
should throw hersclf away upon a man, who
might’render herself miserable; she there-
fore determsined to inquire of St. Alme, the
character of Louis, before she gave any far-
ther encouragement to the business ; the in-
quiry was answered ‘most satisfactorily, as
although he had been but a short time with
his present master, he had known hitn from
his & ljest yéars, and it was the knowledge
ofﬁ%iny good quatificatjons, that induced
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St. Alme to take him into his'service, on be-
ing out of place, in consequence of the
death of the last person with whom he lived.

After such a favorsBle account, Angela
could not object to it, therefore when she
retired for the night, she told Janet, that if
her heart was Louis’ she had no objection to
her giving him her hand also ; after number-
less blushes, courtesics, and hesitations, the
nymph confessed, ghe liked him very well ;
but she had nn.ohj(ltion tothe match, which
to her wasnsurifwuntable, the idea of leav-
ing so excellent a mistress ,\ that, Angela,
replied, there shall be no occasion for imme-
diately, you may both keep your places, and

“when the prospectof a yoyag family renders
it neccssary, that you should no louger con-
tinue in them, I will fix you in some cottage
neam me, and allot you such a portion of

land, 95 will maintain you with imdustry.
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Janet was so overjoyed at this generosi-
ty of her mistress, that for a few moments it
deprived her of the power of answering ; but
her natural garrulity could not be long re-
strained, the tide ‘c»f gratitude burst forth,
ndp only from her tongue, but her eyes, as
was testified by the pearly drops, which
chased each other down her ruddy cheeks ;
Angela now told her, there" was however
one condition she must submit to, which
was that she did not inarry Louis in less
than twelvemeonths, as this would enable her
to prove, wi!:h more ee.fainty,qvhcther his
affection was sincere; Janet, after a littlc
stammering and hesitation, consented, and
on leaving the room, longed anxiously for
the moment she could again see the love-
sick swain, and gladden hisheart with these
bappy tidings..

. ' - L) . ®
. Atlengthe the eventful -morn -arrived,
which was to give Angela to St, Aln?e ; it
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was ushered in by the general signal of re-
joicing, the firing of the Castle guns, the
sound of which reverberated in responsive
echos from the surrounding hills ; .the pea-
sautry, who had so often received the boun-
ty of Ellen, from' the hand of her belgyed
young friend, were all dressed in their holi-
day clothes, on the occasion. -

Angela, being deeply impressed with
the solemnity of the,ceremony she was about
to undergo, did not that merning join the
family breakfast tBble, but remained in her
room accompanied only by her sole surviv-_
ing parent, that she might collect her scat-
tered thoughts, and better prepare herself-
for the serious change that was now to take
place in her future life : glthough -well con-
vinced of the many, and. exemplary .virtues
possessed by the man, to whom she was go-
ing to intrust her future happiness ; although
she had received she strpngest proofsof his
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unchanged affection, and that his attachment
was not the impulse of the moment, but the
result of long, cool, and deliberate reflection,
yet she felt her mind struck with an awe, and
reverence at the solemn vow she was to
make, and which she requested Heaven, to
grant her power, and inclination to fulfil;
the Baroness also invoked the supreme dis-
poser of all events, to. shower blessings on
the head of her beloved daughter, and while
she was clasped in he['matemixl embrace,
they were interrupted by the presence of
Ellen, who came to atiffounce - every thing
was ready t proceed to'the chapel ; Angela
took the hayd of her kind fiiend lifted it to
her lips in silence, and then descended the
great staircase, at the bottom of which she
wis affectionately received by St. Alme, and’
the Count; the Baroness Fitzormond toék
the arm -of the atter, the former snpported
bia sigidl morbier, and Angela walked with
the ‘Couitesi Whsburgh, ‘llowed: by the
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M¢Donakds; on entering the chapel, she ad-
vanced to the altar with a firm step, and
dignificd composure ; the happy-St.Alme was
soon by her side, the minister began the sa-
cred rites, and Angela made the responses
with unaffected piety, and devotion ; soon as
the priest had given liis benediction, and the
ceremony finished, she received the heavt-
felt congratulations of all present, and re-
turncd leaning upon the-arm of him to whom
she had just intrusted her future destiny;
the moment the bridé appeared in sight, the
Castle guns annoufegl the happy news to
all the peasa;ntr 'y Who, by louE?neers, testi- )
fied their joy at the event; the tables had
been set forth in the Castle yard, under the
direction of old Peter, . to regale the joyful
populace, and the Goddess of Plenty seem-
ed to have emptied all her stores, so bounti-
fully were they supplied; the peasants sat
down in'the presence of théy benefactors,
with codntenané_es in which the most lively
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gratitude wasstrongly painted, and after the
repast, took copious libations, to the health
and happiness of the bride, and bridegroom
as the glass circulated, the aged forgot their
cares, and felt renovated, as in their youthful
days ; one gencral face of joy overspread the
whole; cheerfulness, coutent, and plcasure

shed their benign influence all around.

The neighbouring nobility were invited
by the Count and Countess, to a sumptuous.
dinner, to celebrate the event; on which
occasion, mincrcaswldisplay of grandcur
and magni‘ﬁcence, was evinced, by the hos-
pitable dowors of the fcast, in honour of their
illustrious friends.

Thus passed a day the most important
in the life of Angela, and St, Alme, a day
the anniversary of which, ever founl them
enjoylng uriliminished felicity, and after
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years had glided away, they looked back to
it, with equal pleasure and delight.

The M‘Donalds having remained two
days more at the Castle, on the third morn-
ing prepared to embark again for the Ork-
neys ; Elleg, Angela, the Countand St. Alme
accompanicd them to the beat, followed by
Janet, who sent a number of remembrantes
to the aged Sandy and Moggy ; the parting
with the Laird and his sister produced reci-
procal regvet, Angeth knew the many good
qualities they posschgg dregarded them
not only with gratitude, but the sincerest,
" friendship ; they were also equally impressed
with the splendid virtues of their amiable
friend; Warburgh shook the hand of both,
most cordially, and gave them a pressing
invitation: to the Castle, at all times, but
especiglly when the Baron and Baroness St.
Almé were there, of which hawould-always
give them the earliest infgrmation ; the boat
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soon reached the vessel, when with a strong
and favourable wind, it quitted the road so
rapidly, that every person on board soon be-
came undistinguishable.

The next morning was appointed for
Angela to leave the Castle, thegefore the re-
sidue of that day was in part oceupied, by
giving some substantial proofs of her boun-
ty, amongst those of the female peasantry
vyho were most deserving, and whom, as the
almoner of Ellen, she had so frequently
visited,

~ It wag arranged that the Countess War-
burgh should accompany Angela to France,
and stay with her the rest of the summer,
and the Count should join them in about
six weeks; the two venerable mothers were
to continue with their children for fhe pre-
sent, and both hereafter to reside together
in retirement, at the house of the Baroness
Pitzormond. ‘ :
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The whole party quitted the Castle, ear-
ly on the cnsuing day, in four travelling car-
riages, and proceedcd hy casy stages, until
they reached theYamily mansion of Angela
in Normandy ; it stood on an eminence, and
the architect had done full justice to the
wishes of its mistress, by forming a most
magnificent building, such as would testify
to future ages, the riches and opulence of
the house of Fitzormond ; although pride,
and ostentation were far removed from her
peaceful breast, yet <{c voluntarily made this
offering to the manwldgceased father,
whose ardent_ desire, when livin@y had been
to have it rise again from its x;uino;ls ar;d‘

delapidated state, to its Ancient splendor.

In the avenue to it, the carriages were
preceded by the tenantiy, and peasants, with
a band of rustic music, and Jdoud cries E’-k

sounided from all sides of long,live mn
and .Baroness St. Alme ;| who happy in the
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affection of each other, and beloved Ly all,
enjoyed as much perfect feheity in tlis
world, as was pessible to fall to the lot ot

any human being.
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